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Roy Lewsader, Jr. gave the ultimate sac-

rifice in service to our country and will be re-
membered as a hero, a father, and a hus-
band. On behalf of all of the people of the 8th 
District, I extend my deepest condolences to 
his wife, Melissa; daughters, Briana, Ozzra’D, 
Cheyenne, and Keebee; son, Billy; and the 
rest of his family and friends who love and 
miss him today. 
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SENATOR BYRD’S HISTORIC 18,000th 
VOTE 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 21, 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today is an 
historic date in the United States Congress, 
and for my State of West Virginia. Today, our 
State’s senior Senator—the senior Senator of 
all Senior Senators—and the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate, ROBERT C. BYRD, has 
just cast his 18,000th vote. 

On April 30, 1990, Senator BYRD cast his 
12,134th vote, surpassing Senator William 
Proxmire, the previous record holder. 

Now, he has cast 18,000 votes. Talk about 
a record. They say records are made to be 
broken. I will be very surprised if anyone ever 
breaks this one. It would take a Senator on 
super steroids! 

Madam Speaker, I take this opportunity, not 
only to congratulate my fellow West Virginian, 
and my mentor, but to say how proud the peo-
ple of West Virginia are of him. 

Senator BYRD was a virtual orphan boy 
raised by his aunt and coal-mining uncle in the 
hills of southern West Virginia. Through hard 
work, determination, a strong religious belief, 
an unrelenting drive to gain knowledge, and 
his belief that the United States is indeed the 
land of opportunity, he has climbed to the 
highest pinnacle of political success. He went 
from a coal miner’s shack to the ornate Appro-
priations Committee Suite he now occupies in 
the U.S. Capitol. Unable to afford college after 
graduating from high school, he became the 
first person to begin and complete law school 
while serving in the United States Congress. 

He has worked pumping gas and as a 
butcher in a local grocery store, and as a 
welder in the shipyards of Baltimore and 
Tampa during World War II. After the war, he 
owned and operated a grocery store in So-
phia, West Virginia. These are unlikely jobs for 
someone with the kind of power our Senator 
has come to wield in Washington. But I be-
lieve they helped to mold the man in a way 
that I think would be of benefit to more of our 
leaders, and, in turn, to our nation. I think the 
world of politics would have a better reputation 
if more politicians lived the kind of hard-
scrabble life that Senator BYRD endured in his 
younger days. Certainly, it would be better if 
more of us had a wonderful woman like his 
gracious Erma—his angel in heaven—by our 
sides, giving us counsel and encouragement. 

Now Senator BYRD has cast more votes 
than any other U.S. Senator, and he has done 
so approaching each vote with depth of 
thought and breadth of experience. 

He has held more Senate leadership posi-
tions than any other Senator, including two 
stints as the Senate Majority Leader. And, as 
I have already mentioned, he is the President 
Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

While he is the longest serving Senator in 
history, I am pleased to point out that on De-
cember 2, 2009, he will have served in the 
U.S. Congress for a total of 56 years, 10 
months, and 29 days, making him the longest 
serving member of Congress in history. I am 
already preparing my remarks for that historic 
day. 
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HONORING MY MOTHER 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2007 

Ms. LINDA SÁNCHEZ of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor one of my per-
sonal heroes, my mother, Maria Sánchez, on 
her retirement yesterday after 30 years teach-
ing in the classroom. I can honestly and 
proudly say that my mother is a true American 
success story. 

An immigrant, she came to this country 
without knowing English, without much money 
in her pocket, and without a job waiting for 
her. 

Her life’s been hard, and we kids didn’t 
make it any easier. But she and my father 
taught us to work hard, persevere, and play by 
the rules. 

My mother raised seven children and sent 
them all to college. She is the only mother in 
U.S. history to send two daughters to Con-
gress. 

And she did this while going to night school 
to get her A.A., then her B.A., then a teaching 
credential and, ultimately, a master’s degree. 
She cleaned houses in her ‘‘spare time,’’ and 
found creative ways to make ends meet for a 
family of nine. 

As an English/Spanish dual-immersion 
teacher, she helped children better express 
themselves and communicate with each 
other—shaping our community one student at 
a time. 

Her teaching career may be ending, but 
she’ll keep leading and touching lives. Mom, 
here’s to you! 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2O08 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2764) making ap-
propriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes: 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, during 
times of crisis, the United States has always 
supported her friends. Egypt is our friend. 
Egypt is not only our friend, Egypt is our stra-
tegic partner, our peace partner and our mili-
tary partner in the Middle East. It is shameful 
how we are treating our friend with the restric-
tions on military aid to Egypt in this bill. As 

such, I rise in strong opposition to the amend-
ment by Rep. ANTHONY WEINER removing 
$200 million in military aid to Egypt, and in 
strong support of the amendment by Rep. 
CHARLES BOUSTANY allowing military support 
to continue to Egypt without conditions. Egypt 
and the United States have a valuable, key 
and strategic partnership, one that has been 
underscored by the recent developments in 
the Gaza Strip. It would be toxic to the rela-
tionship that the United States has with Egypt, 
and our relationship to those moderate Arab 
states in the Middle East, for this bill to be 
adopted with these restrictions. 

In April of this year, Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates said that: ‘‘I have long consid-
ered Egypt one of America’s most important, 
even indispensable, partners. . . Security chal-
lenges in the Middle East are significant, but 
can be overcome by Egypt and the United 
States working closely together in the region.’’ 
Just last week, the world saw Hamas take 
over the Gaza Strip. Hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of men, women, children, senior citi-
zens, and the disabled are fleeing this region 
as refugees, many ending up in Egypt. 

In response to this crisis, Egypt’s President, 
Hosni Mubarak, has invited Israel’s Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, and Jordan’s President King 
Abdullah II for a summit this Monday, June 25, 
2007 in an effort to negotiate peace in this re-
gion. I commend to my colleagues the fol-
lowing portion of an article dated June 21, 
2007 from the Associated Press that goes into 
more detail about the summit: 

RAMALLAH, WEST BANK.—Closing ranks 
against Hamas, Egypt’s president invited 
Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian leaders to 
a peace summit, officials said Thursday, the 
biggest show of support yet by moderate 
Arab states for beleaguered Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas. 

The meeting will take place Monday in the 
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, said 
Israeli government spokeswoman Miri Eisin. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has in-
vited Abbas, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert and Jordan’s King Abdullah II. Jor-
dan confirmed Abdullah would attend. 

Abbas will call for a resumption of peace 
talks with Israel, arguing that only progress 
toward Palestinian statehood can serve as a 
true buffer against Hamas, which took con-
trol of Gaza by force last week, Abbas aide 
Saeb Erekat said. 

‘‘The most important thing to realize is 
that time is of the essence,’’ Erekat said. 
‘‘We need to deliver the end of occupation, a 
Palestinian state. If we don’t have hope, 
Hamas will export despair to the people.’’ 

As immediate steps, Abbas will ask Israel 
to remove West Bank checkpoints that dis-
rupt daily life and trade, and to transfer 
hundreds of millions of dollars in Palestinian 
tax funds Israel froze after Hamas came to 
power last year. 

Also on Thursday, Palestinian dual nation-
als and foreigners working in Gaza were al-
lowed to pass through Israel for other points. 
About 60 Palestinian-Americans left Gaza for 
Jordan, and eight World Bank employees left 
the coastal strip, an Israeli army spokes-
woman said. 

Late Wednesday, 35 Gazans who had been 
stuck at the main Gaza-Israel passenger 
crossing for several days were sent to Egypt 
via Israel, the spokeswoman said. Among 
those who left were gunmen from Abbas’ 
Fatah movement, their wives and children. 

Hundreds of men, women and children 
rushed to the crossing after the Hamas take-
over, among them Fatah loyalists who feared 
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