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VISIT WITH NAVY LEAGUE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this past weekend I had the
opportunity to meet with council presi-
dent Jim Smith and vice president Ted
Brice, as well as other members of the
Hilton Head Island Council of the Navy
League.

The Navy League was formed in 1902
with the objective and purpose of edu-
cating and motivating the American
people to support our maritime capa-
bilities, services and personnel. One of
their main focuses is on maintaining a
strong maritime component to our na-
tional defense.

As a member of the Subcommittee on
Sea Power and Expeditionary Forces
and a member of the Congressional
Shipbuilding Caucus, I have seen first-
hand that the decline in our Naval
ships is a threat to our national secu-
rity. In the past 20 years, the U.S.
Naval fleet has been cut in half to its
lowest numbers since World War 1. We
need to push to increase our Nation’s
shipbuilding capability from our cur-
rent average of six ships a year to a
minimum of 10 so that we can be able
to meet America’s global security
needs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th.

———

VOTE “NO” ON THE ANDEAN
TRADE AGREEMENT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today I
urge my colleagues to vote “‘no’’ on the
Andean Trade Agreement, H.R. 1830,
which, strangely, will be brought up
under suspension, which means no de-
bate and no amendment. I thought vot-
ers put new Democratic leadership in
charge of this House to stop deals such
as this being done in this way.

H.R. 1830 would extend special duty
treatment to certain imports from Bo-
livia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru
until September 30 of 2009. The Andean
Accord was originally intended to pro-
mote economic growth and replace pro-
duction of illegal drugs in the Andean
region. But in 2006, the United States
had already racked up $10 billion more
in deficit with these countries, and the
last time I looked, that cocaine was
still coming over our borders from Co-
lombia.

Mr. Speaker, this deal made on the
NAFTA model is a failed model. Not a
single other trade deal under the
NAFTA model has created good or bet-
ter jobs. Because it is based on the
NAFTA model, the specific provisions
are just tinkering at the edges.

This bill will cost more American
jobs, period. How many copies of the
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NAFTA deal must enter this Congress
before we finally say no?

We don’t need more Bill Thomas and
Tom DeLay-type trade agreements
being rushed through this House. I urge
my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on 1830.

Let’s have a full debate on trade. The
American people demand it of us.

———

EXPANDING HEALTH CARE
OPTIONS FOR FAMILIES

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, a re-
cent article in The Washington Post
highlights the importance of expanding
health savings accounts for America’s
families. The article mentioned a
woman who switched to an HSA with a
high deductible health plan after her
insurance premiums increased by 42
percent in 1 year. As a result, the
monthly cost of her asthma medication
consumed all the money in her HSA.

Patients with chronic conditions
shouldn’t have to pay a high deductible
before their coverage begins. Giving
patients with HSAs the freedom to
choose plans that offer up-front cov-
erage will avoid hospitalizations and
reduce the costs that are borne by all
Americans.

Recently, I introduced H.R. 2639, the
Promoting Health for Future Genera-
tions Act of 2007. The bill permits HSA
owners to receive prescription drugs
before paying a deductible. It also per-
mits working families to accumulate
more money in these accounts, resolv-
ing the situations like the one pointed
out in The Washington Post article.

I urge my colleagues to expand cov-
erage and empower patients by cospon-
soring H.R. 2639. Doing so will give
Americans greater flexibility and inde-
pendence when managing their fami-
lies’ health care needs.

—————

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE
TIRED OF THIS WAR

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
bring attention to recent reports that
the United States commanders in Irag
are rejecting the recommendations
from Army mental health experts.

To address the rising number of re-
turning war heroes with mental health
problems, Army psychologists have
said that troops need a 1l-month re-
prieve for every 3 months in combat, a
suggestion that’s been brushed aside by
these commanders.

Denying troops the rest they need is
another irresponsible move in a long
line of policies that show a complete
disregard for the well-being of our
troops, such as being sent to war with-
out adequate armor, being forced to
complete multiple deployments, and
when wounded, being subjected to a bu-
reaucratic mess such as Walter Reed.
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Mr. Speaker, I've only been in Con-
gress since January, yet, this week, I
made my sixth call to the spouse of a
wounded or killed soldier in this war.

I'm tired of this war. My constitu-
ents are tired of this war. The Amer-
ican people are tired of this war. It’s
time to put the health and well-being
of our troops first. It’s time to bring
them home.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE EXPECT
THEIR LEADERS TO STAND BY
THEM

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I think
the Chicago Tribune said it nicely
when they said last week, ‘““Democrats
promised way more than they deliv-
ered.”” Because of the lack of follow-
through in failure to govern by the
Democratic majority, the approval
numbers of Congress have sunk to the
lowest levels of all times according to
the recently released Gallup poll.

Making promises will gain your sup-
port in the short-term, but failing to
fulfill those promises will quickly be
discovered, and I'm afraid that’s where
the majority party has found itself.
After a campaign of promises, little ac-
tion has occurred on the pledges that
so many were elected to withhold.

The 100-hour agenda has seen only
one bill receive the support of the
President, and that was attached to an
emergency supplemental. Republicans
have fought hard to reel in spending,
yet Democrats are recklessly increas-
ing spending and moving forward with
a plan to increase taxes.

Republicans heard the American peo-
ple and are fighting hard to restore
trust and fiscal responsibility within
the Congress. We’re recommitted to
continuing the fight because the Amer-
ican people expect their leaders to
stand by them.

——————

GOP DEFECTIONS ON IRAQ
SHOULD SERVE AS A WAKE-UP
CALL TO THE PRESIDENT

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, over a 2-day period this week, two
influential Republican Senators came
forward urging that we begin to pull
our troops out of Iraq.

Rather than seriously listening to
these opinions, however, the White
House, through its spokesman, Tony
Snow, said yesterday that he hoped
Members of Congress would give their
Baghdad security plan ‘‘a chance to un-
fold.”

Is Tony Snow serious? How long does
he expect congressional Republicans to
continue to blindly support the admin-
istration’s failed policy? After all, it
was the President who said earlier this
year that we should see significant im-
provements by September. But now,
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General Petraeus says that simply is
not going to be possible, ladies and
gentlemen.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats and the
American people knew that this latest
administration plan would not bring
stability to Iraq. We also concluded
long ago that we needed to start bring-
ing our troops home. But with an ad-
ministration that still refuses to face
reality, we need help from our congres-
sional Republicans.

Let us hope that the statements
made by Senators LUGAR and
VOINOVICH will serve as a wake-up call
to House Republicans to finally join us
in changing course in Iraq.

——————

IMMIGRATION: THE
UNACKNOWLEDGED THREAT

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, illegal
immigration poses an immediate
threat to our national security. Pro-
ponents of the new Senate proposal
claim it would encourage illegal aliens
in the United States to reveal their
true identity and all affiliations they
may have. My colleagues, this flies in
the face of all reason, particularly
when this legislation provides poten-
tial terrorists in the United States the
simple option to create new identities
with the help of our own government.

Within 180 days after the President
signs the legislation, the Department
of Homeland Security would start
handing out probationary Z visas. Be-
cause the bill doesn’t require the alien
to produce a foreign passport proving
his identity, these terrorists will have
little trouble getting by the system
with forged documents like a fake pay
stub or utility bills. A potential ter-
rorist could walk into a Customs office
and offer a false, clean name, and then
g0 about their business. This is wrong,
Mr. Speaker. That is why we should re-
ject the Senate immigration bill.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF CONGRESSMAN
MARTY MEEHAN

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my good friend and
colleague, MARTY MEEHAN, the chair-
man of the House Armed Services Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions. I would like to thank him on be-
half of the committee for his distin-
guished service to our country and to
the men and women who wear the uni-
form.

MARTY came to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1993 to represent the
Fifth District of Massachusetts. He’s
worked tirelessly to encourage eco-
nomic development in the area, to re-
develop and maintain the military
presence at Fort Devens, and to pre-
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serve over 10,000 acres of open space in
Massachusetts.

Additionally, MARTY was the lead
Democrat sponsor of the Shays-Mee-
han-McCain-Feingold Bipartisan Cam-
paign Finance Reform Act of 2002.

MARTY has served on the Armed
Services Committee since coming to
the House of Representatives in the
early 1990s. MARTY was the ranking
member of the Terrorism and Uncon-
ventional Threats and Capabilities
Subcommittee and has been an active
member of the Military Personnel Sub-
committee, where MARTY has had a
strong interest in helping Reservists
and Guardsmen in their transition
from military to civilian life.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations, MARTY
has led a bipartisan investigation into
the development of the Iraqi Security
Forces. The product of this investiga-
tion, a report on subcommittee’s find-
ings and recommendations, was unani-
mously agreed upon and signed by
every member of that subcommittee.
The report seeks to present informa-
tion for the public debate and rec-
ommends increased transparency into
the training of the Iraqi Security
Forces.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to wish
MARTY MEEHAN the best of luck as he
leaves this institution to serve as the
next chancellor of the University of
Massachusetts at Lowell.

IMMIGRATION REFORM MUST NOT
INCLUDE AMNESTY FOR
LAWBREAKERS

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, like the
majority of my constituents, I believe
that any and all attempts to enact im-
migration reform must not include am-
nesty for lawbreakers.

My constituents are tired of empty
promises from Washington, DC, and we
must address our Nation’s immigration
problems in a way that produces real
results.

Many Americans are divided on what
immigration reform should entail, but
on one point almost all Americans
agree. We must secure our borders.
With a secured border, we can build on
solutions to strengthen our country
and maintain our heritage of embrac-
ing legal immigrants.

We need to create a work permit pro-
gram that meets the evolving needs of
today’s agriculture industry. Serious
reform is also needed to bring an end to
the massive amount of bureaucratic
red tape in our immigration system.

The crafters of the immigration bill
currently being debated in the Senate
are misguided on how to fix America’s
immigration problem. And on behalf of
the American people, I urge my col-
leagues to secure our borders and enact
commonsense immigration reforms.
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WE MUST END THE WAR IN IRAQ
NOW

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to add my voice to others
who are calling for an end to the war in
Iraq. We must end this war, and we
must end it now. We cannot wait and
we must not wait.

Every month, every week, every
hour, every minute, every second,
every moment another young man is
killed, another young woman is killed,
another young American is Kkilled,
their innocent blood is on all of our
hands. We have a moral obligation to
bring this madness to an end.

Nothing, but nothing good can come
out of this war. It is destroying Iraq,
and it is destroying the very soul of
our Nation.

As Members of Congress, we must
find a way to stop it and stop it now.

——
O 1030

THE DEMOCRATS’ NEW ENERGY
POLICY

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rep-
resent West Texas, which is the home
of significant energy production.

Tomorrow the Democrats will roll
out their new energy policy. As we
evaluate these proposals, it is our job
to challenge them. If these new pro-
posals cost more American jobs than
they create, let’s challenge them. If
these new proposals unnecessarily in-
crease costs to American consumers,
let’s challenge those. If these new pro-
posals make us more dependent on for-
eign sources of natural gas and crude
oil than we currently are, let’s chal-
lenge those. If these proposals really
result in less energy for America, let’s
challenge those.

America’s bright energy future lies
not in new taxes and mandates, but in
commonsense solutions.

———

HONORING JIM SHOULDERS

(Mr. BOREN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of Jim
Shoulders, a favorite son of Oklahoma
who called my district home. He passed
away on June 20 at the age of 79.

Mr. Shoulders rode his way to leg-
endary status as a cowboy on the backs
of bucking broncos and snorting bulls.
Known as the ‘‘Babe Ruth of rodeo,”
Mr. Shoulders dominated the profes-
sional rodeo circuit during the 1940s
and 1950s, rounding up seven world ti-
tles in bull-riding, four world crowns in
bareback-riding, five all-round world
championships, and three consecutive
rodeo triple-crowns.
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