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Library’s Center for the Book. 
Throughout the country more than 
56,000 young readers in grades 4 
through 12 participated in the program, 
which encourages young kids to read 
and write a letter to their favorite au-
thor, of any era, whose books inspired 
them. 

Carley chose to write about author 
Judith Guest’s ‘‘Ordinary People.’’ She 
was one of two winners chosen this 
year in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 

I now ask my fellow colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Carley for 
her dedication and commitment to 
reading and writing. In order for our 
society to continue to advance in the 
right direction, we must encourage 
more young people like Carley to read 
and write as often as possible. She rep-
resents Kentucky at its finest.∑ 
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HONORING NEW ENGLAND 
OUTDOORS CENTER 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr President, today I 
honor an exceptional small business 
from my home State of Maine that is 
striving to employ more Mainers and 
revive tourism in one of Maine’s hidden 
natural treasures. The New England 
Outdoors Center of Millinocket is a 
multifaceted ecotourism and rec-
reational sports business and a wonder-
ful example of entrepreneurial spirit in 
Maine. Local residents of the 
Millinocket region and tourists, who 
come from far and wide to see Maine’s 
splendor and beauty, enjoy the Out-
doors Center’s diversity of services. In 
addition, the Center’s owner, Matt 
Polstein, is working to add a resort to 
his business which would bring addi-
tional jobs to the Katahdin region. 

The New England Outdoors Center is 
an all-season facility that consists of a 
snowmobile business, the River Drivers 
restaurant, and a white water rafting 
enterprise. The Outdoors Center pro-
vides a gateway to Baxter State Park 
and the spectacular Mount Katahdin, 
the Appalachian Trail’s northern ter-
minus. The Center has won numerous 
commendations throughout its decades 
of operation, including a Maine Tour-
ism award. It is a member of the Ka-
tahdin Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
Maine Tourism Association, the Maine 
Snowmobile Association, and many 
other groups. Matt Polstein and the 
New England Outdoors Center’s en-
deavors greatly benefit the local econ-
omy, which has recently been suffering 
due to a slump in visitors to Baxter 
State Park. 

In light of this decline in tourism, 
Matt Polstein’s vision of building the 
new Ktaadn Resorts on Hammond 
Ridge is particularly critical in bring-
ing people back to the Katahdin region 
and to all of Maine. Mr. Polstein’s $65 
million proposal evidences his commit-
ment and determination to create new 
jobs for Mainers and to contribute to 
the growth of Millinocket’s regional 
economy. The plan has garnered the 
support of the Millinocket community 

and its leaders, as well as the unani-
mous endorsement of Maine’s Land Use 
Regulation Commission, which over-
sees the state’s planning and zoning for 
plantations, townships, and unorga-
nized areas without local governance. 
This forward-thinking proposal for a 
new resort is one of the largest resort 
proposals in Maine’s Unorganized Ter-
ritory history—a true victory for all 
involved. Conscious of the environ-
ment, Mr. Polstein is seeking to grow 
crops and livestock for use at the re-
sort and in the community. The new 
Ktaadn Resorts will be an extraor-
dinary feat when finished, complete 
with a state-of-the-art conference cen-
ter, a lodge, rental cabins, and res-
taurants. The Resort is expected to 
create at least 100 new jobs and to shed 
light on Millinocket as a hub of tour-
ism in Maine and New England. 

It is vital that we respect our natural 
surroundings, and Matt Polstein’s pro-
posal does just that. It is a bright ex-
ample of the kind of intelligent plan-
ning that benefits Maine’s economy 
while protecting the State’s natural 
environment. Mount Katahdin is a 
shining example of what makes Maine 
beautiful, and Mr. Polstein’s dedication 
to the improvement of his community 
exemplifies what makes Maine people 
so special. I commend Matt Polstein 
for his public service as a city coun-
cillor in Millinocket, his current busi-
ness ventures that provide accommoda-
tions and services to tourists year- 
round, and for his smart and bright en-
trepreneurial savvy with the future 
Ktaadn Resorts. I wish Mr. Polstein 
and everyone at the New England Out-
doors Center continued prosperity, and 
a successful completion to the Ktaadn 
Resorts.∑ 
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KEAN UNIVERSITY CHAMPIONS 
∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to the Kean Univer-
sity Cougars baseball team’s dramatic 
victory in the 2007 NCAA Division III 
National Championships. Bringing joy 
to the more than 13,000 Kean Univer-
sity students and all of the Cougar fans 
in Union, NJ, Kean University capped 
off their impressive season with a 
thrilling 5-to-4 victory in the 10th in-
ning of the championship game. The 
victory ushered in the Cougars’ first 
baseball championship title and was 
the culmination of an inspiring 
undefeated run through the postseason. 

Throughout the season the team 
played with courage and determina-
tion. Boasting a roster with 28 New 
Jerseyans, the Cougars finished in first 
place in the New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference, NJAC, with an impressive 
record of 15 wins and only 3 losses, best 
in the conference. Although the Cou-
gars fell to the College of New Jersey 
in the conference championships, the 
team recovered quickly and finished 
the season with an overall record of 43 
wins and 8 losses and the national 
championship. 

Championship baseball requires 
strong leadership, and under coach Neil 

Ioviero, the Cougars played team base-
ball that allowed them to realize their 
full potential. With the help of assist-
ant coaches Jamie Ioviero, Lewis 
France, Jack Nagy, Francisco Romero, 
and Frank Beckhorn, the coaching 
staff created a winning environment 
and offered the guidance that allowed 
the Cougars to excel on the field. 

The entire Cougars squad played with 
heart and the championship was truly 
a team effort. I would like to congratu-
late and commend all of the players on 
the Kean University 2007 Division III 
Championship Team: Maikel De La 
Rosa, Ryan Clark, Joseph Augustine, 
Mike Shymanski, Keith Kwiatek, 
Aaron Richard, Joseph D’Andrea, Eric 
Ammirata, Perry Schatzow, Chris 
Carrano, Thomas Paglione, Brandon 
Aich, Mike Manganiello, Kevin O’Neill, 
Kyle Murphy, Andrew Cupido, Colin 
Feneis, Matt Donaghue, Derek 
Gianakas, Mark Blevins, Dan 
Mattonelli, Matt Grinkevich, Joe 
Rizzo, Tim Lowe, Daniel Zeffiro, Joe 
Bartlinski, Matt Merrigan, Nick Nolan 
and Nick Cesare. 

Mr. President, on behalf of the State 
of New Jersey I am honored to con-
gratulate the Cougars for their NCAA 
Division III Championship season. 
They played hard and displayed an ad-
mirable commitment to competition 
and sportsmanship that instills a sense 
of pride in the students of Kean Univer-
sity, the team’s fans, and the people of 
my State.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO VIC ATIYEH 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, there is a 
word Senators traditionally use when 
referring to one of our male colleagues 
on the floor of the Senate. That word is 
‘‘gentleman.’’ It is a word that you 
don’t hear often in today’s society, as 
many consider it too old-fashioned. I 
disagree. Calling someone a gentleman 
is one of the highest compliments one 
can give. 

I pay tribute to the career and ac-
complishments of a truly outstanding 
gentleman—the former Governor of Or-
egon Vic Atiyeh. Anyone involved in 
the Oregon political arena over the 
past several decades, Republican or 
Democrat, will tell you about Vic 
Atiyeh’s kind and courteous nature, 
his personal integrity, and his civility 
in a business that is all too often un-
civil. 

On Wednesday, July 18, 2007, Orego-
nians will gather at the Portland Inter-
national Airport to officially dedicate 
the international concourse as the 
‘‘Governor Victor G. Atiyeh Inter-
national Concourse.’’ This is an out-
standing and truly fitting honor. Dur-
ing his eight years as Oregon’s Gov-
ernor, Vic Atiyeh implemented policies 
that transformed Oregon into a hub for 
international commerce. Long before 
the term ‘‘global economy’’ was part of 
our lexicon, Vic understood the impor-
tance of opening Oregon’s doors to 
international commerce, tourism, and 
cultural exchange programs. 
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