
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7637 July 11, 2007 
million in 1996 to $4.2 billion in 2006. 
This increase of Chinese food imports 
over the last 10 years has not been fol-
lowed by an equal increase of inspector 
activity. Therein lies the problem. Less 
than 2 percent of what comes over our 
border for human consumption is in-
spected. Yes, you heard me right, less 
than 2 percent. 

As the Chinese share of American ag-
ricultural imports continues to grow, 
our domestic markets are impacted. 
For instance, unlike closely regulated 
domestic food additives, products like 
wheat gluten and vitamin C from China 
continue to flood our market. The last 
American vitamin C producer recently 
closed its doors, unable to compete 
against the flood of poorly regulated 
Chinese additives. So, when you take 
your vitamin pills, ask where the in-
gredients came from. 

Earlier this year, Europe narrowly 
avoided disaster when a batch of vita-
min A was contaminated with an addi-
tive which has caused infant deaths. 
Luckily, the additive was removed be-
fore it contaminated infant formula. 

In a matter of weeks, the Chinese 
government went from denying the 
problems with their food chain to exe-
cuting their lead food regulator and 
closing down almost 200 food factories. 
Estimates indicate that it will cost up 
to $100 billion over the next 10 years to 
build an infrastructure capable of cer-
tifying and protecting against Chinese 
agricultural goods. This should cause 
any American sitting down at the din-
ner table to think about drawing arms. 
We simply must do better. 

And that is what my bill, the Assured 
Food Safety Act of 2007, does. It uses a 
simple approach and puts the burden of 
keeping food safe on the producers and 
the country of origin. The bill will re-
quire countries exporting food products 
to the United States to provide a cer-
tificate of assured safety for each class 
of items. If safe certified food is found 
to cause consumer illnesses or deaths, 
producers can be held liable through 
our Federal courts. Producers liable for 
damage they cause? What a sensible 
idea. 

As a condition to accessing the 
American market, a producer must be 
willing to stand behind the quality of 
their product. Instead of relying on an 
inconsistent patchwork of inter-
national food standards, our consumers 
will be given the power to manage 
abuses directly through our legal sys-
tem. 

The United States government has a 
duty not only to protect the American 
population from the bad apples of the 
world but to restore the American peo-
ple’s confidence in the food we eat. 
Next time you go to the grocery store 
to buy pet food or pick up onions, re-
member our bill. 

Mr. Speaker, the Assured Food Safe-
ty Act closes a serious loophole in our 
food safety regimen. I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor our bill and help 
the American people regain confidence 
in our system. 

[From the Washington Post, April 23, 2007] 
IT’S NOT JUST PET FOOD 

(By Peter Kovacs) 
Lost amid the anxiety surrounding the 

tainted U.S. pet food supply is this sobering 
reality: It’s not just pet owners who should 
be worried. The uncontrolled distribution of 
low-quality imported food ingredients, main-
ly from China, poses a grave threat to public 
health worldwide. 

Essential ingredients, such as vitamins 
used in many packaged foods, arrive at U.S. 
ports from China and, as recent news reports 
have underscored, are shipped without in-
spection to food and beverage distributors 
and manufacturers. Although they are used 
in relatively small quantities, these ingredi-
ents carry enormous risks for American con-
sumers. One pound of tainted wheat gluten 
could, if undetected, contaminate as much as 
a thousand pounds of food. 

Unlike imported beef, which is inspected at 
the point of processing by the U.S. Agri-
culture Department, few practical safe-
guards have been established to ensure the 
quality of food ingredients from China. 

Often, U.S. officials don’t know where or 
how such ingredients were produced. We 
know, however, that alarms have been raised 
about hygiene and labor standards at many 
Chinese manufacturing facilities. In China, 
municipal water used in the manufacturing 
process is often contaminated with heavy 
metals, pesticides and other chemicals. Food 
ingredient production is particularly suscep-
tible to environmental contamination. 

Equally worrisome, U.S. officials often 
lack the capability to trace foreign-produced 
food ingredients to their source of manufac-
ture. In theory, the Bioterrorism Prevention 
Act of 2001 provides some measure of 
traceability. In practice, the act is ineffec-
tive and was not designed for this challenge. 
Its enforcement is also shrouded in secrecy 
by the Department of Homeland Security. 

Even if Food and Drug Administration reg-
ulators wanted to crack down on products 
emanating from the riskiest foreign facili-
ties, they couldn’t, because they have no 
way of knowing which ingredients come from 
which plant. This is why officials have spent 
weeks searching for the original Chinese 
source of the contaminated wheat gluten 
that triggered the pet food crisis. 

That it was pet food that got tainted—and 
that relatively few pets were harmed—is 
pure happenstance. Earlier this spring, Eu-
rope narrowly averted disaster when a batch 
of vitamin A from China was found to be 
contaminated with Enterobacter sakazakii, 
which has been proved to cause infant 
deaths. Thankfully, the defective vitamin A 
had not yet been incorporated into infant 
formula. Next time we may not be so fortu-
nate. 

Currently, most of the world’s vitamins 
are manufactured in China. Unable to com-
pete, the last U.S. plant making vitamin C 
closed a year ago. One of Europe’s largest 
citric acid plants shut last winter, and only 
one vitamin C manufacturer operates in the 
West. Given China’s cheap labor, artificially 
low prices and the unfair competitive cli-
mate it has foisted on the industry, few 
Western producers of food ingredients can 
survive much longer. 

Western companies have had to invest 
heavily in Chinese facilities. These Western- 
owned plants follow strict standards and are 
generally better managed than their locally 
owned counterparts. Nevertheless, 80 percent 
of the world’s vitamin C is now manufac-
tured in China—much of it unregulated and 
some of it of questionable quality. 

Europe is ahead of the United States in 
seeking greater accountability and 
traceability in food safety and importation. 

But even the European Union’s ‘‘rapid alert 
system’’ is imperfect. Additional action is 
required if the continent is to avoid catas-
trophes. 

To protect consumers here, we must revise 
our regulatory approaches. The first option 
is to institute regulations, based on the Eu-
ropean model, to ensure that all food ingre-
dients are thoroughly traceable. We should 
impose strict liability on manufacturers that 
fail to enforce traceability standards. 

A draconian alternative is to mount a pro-
gram modeled on USDA beef inspection for 
all food ingredients coming into the country. 
This regimen would require a significant 
commitment of resources and intensive 
training for hundreds of inspectors. 

Food safety is a bipartisan issue: Congress 
and the administration must work together 
and move aggressively to devise stricter 
standards. Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), 
chairman of the House Government Reform 
Committee, has deplored dangerous levels of 
lead in vitamin products originating in 
China. We must get to the bottom of this 
pressing public health issue, without self-de-
feating finger-pointing. 

The United States is sitting on a powder 
keg with uncontrolled importation and the 
distribution of low-quality food ingredients. 
Before it explodes—putting more animals 
and people at risk—corrective steps must be 
taken. 

The writer was president of NutraSweet 
Kelco Co. from 1994 to 1997. He is a manage-
ment consultant to many large food ingre-
dient companies. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE—HENRY 
MORGENTHAU 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the Ar-
menian genocide that was orchestrated 
by the Ottoman Empire from 1915 to 
1918 is an irrefutable fact. Looking at 
the history of this catastrophic event, 
it is impossible to deny that this was 
genocide on all accounts. 

Now, one way to bear witness to the 
truth is to make reference to firsthand 
accounts which were made at the time 
that the Armenian genocide occurred. 
Henry Morgenthau served with dignity 
as U.S. ambassador to the Ottoman 
Empire from 1913 to 1916. In the wake 
of surging nationalism in Turkey and 
alarmed at reports of the Armenian 
genocide, he repeatedly appealed to the 
U.S. Government to intervene, without 
success. Morgenthau addressed the 
genocide of the Armenians in a 1915 dis-
patch to the State Department in 
which he warned that ‘‘a campaign of 
race extermination is in progress.’’ 

He then appealed to Ottoman rulers, 
also without result, and finally, he 
published his opinions in his 1918 book 
of memoirs, ‘‘Ambassador 
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Morgenthau’s Story,’’ which docu-
mented his experiences while in Tur-
key, including his vivid views of the 
Armenian genocide. 

Morgenthau wrote, ‘‘When the Turk-
ish authorities gave the orders for 
these deportations, they were merely 
giving the death warrant to the whole 
race; they understood this well, and, in 
their conversations with me, they 
made no particular attempt to conceal 
the fact. I am confident that the whole 
history of the human race contains no 
terrible episode as this.’’ 

In one of his addresses, Morgenthau 
commented on the U.S. efforts during 
the Armenian genocide. ‘‘If America is 
to condone these offenses, if she is 
going to permit to continue conditions 
that threaten and permit their repeti-
tion, she is party to the crime. These 
people must be freed from the agony 
and danger of such horrors. They must 
not only be saved for the present but 
they must be given assurance that they 
will be free in peace and that no harm 
can come to them.’’ 

At great personal risk and sacrifice, 
Ambassador Morgenthau chose to in-
tervene on behalf of the Armenians and 
even managed to help rescue an un-
known number of Armenians. Of 
course, in the end, his efforts were un-
successful. Drained by his efforts to 
avert this disaster, Morgenthau re-
turned to the United States in 1916 and, 
for the remainder of World War I, dedi-
cated himself to raising funds for the 
surviving Armenians. He is considered 
a hero in Armenia and an American 
man of courage and character. 

Mr. Speaker, if America is going to 
live up to the standards we have set for 
ourselves and continue to lead the 
world in affirming human rights every-
where, we need to follow Ambassador 
Morgenthau’s example. We must stand 
up and recognize the tragic events that 
began in 1915 for what they were, the 
systematic elimination of a people. By 
recognizing these actions as genocide, 
we can renew our commitment to pre-
vent such atrocities from occurring 
again. 

I’m here this evening because I want 
to give a firsthand account that the 
Armenian genocide occurred. I wish to 
express my support for swift passage of 
H. Res. 106, which reaffirms the Arme-
nian genocide. We now have a majority 
of the House of Representatives, both 
Democrats and Republicans, as cospon-
sors of this bill. It’s time that it was 
brought to floor. As the first genocide 
of the 20th century, it is morally im-
perative that we remember this atroc-
ity and collectively demand reaffirma-
tion of this crime against humanity. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WATSON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276l, clause 10 of rule I, 
and the order of the House of January 
4, 2007, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
bers of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group, in ad-
dition to Mr. CHANDLER of Kentucky, 
Chairman, appointed on March 30, 2007: 

Mr. WU, Oregon, Vice Chairman 
Mr. POMEROY, North Dakota 
Mr. CLYBURN, South Carolina 
Mr. ETHERIDGE, North Carolina 
Mrs. DAVIS, California 
Mr. BISHOP, New York 
Mr. PETRI, Wisconsin 
Mr. BOOZMAN, Arkansas 
Mr. BOUSTANY, Louisiana 
Mr. CRENSHAW, Florida 
Mr. WILSON, South Carolina 

f 

b 2145 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the leadership for allow-
ing me to come to the floor of the 
House this evening and spend another 
hour of The Official Truth Squad, a 
group of individuals who come to the 
floor at least once a week, we try to, at 
least, to try to shed a little light, a lit-
tle correct view on the situations that 
occur here in our Nation’s Capital and 
especially here on the House floor. 

This group grew out of some frustra-
tion by Members on the Republican 
side of the aisle who felt that there was 
less light and less truthfulness being 
spoken here on the floor of the House, 
and that so often, because of the con-
strained rules on the floor of the 
House, we and others were prevented 
from bringing those instances to light. 
So we started what we call The Official 
Truth Squad, and the leadership has 
been very kind in allowing us to shed 
that light, bring that truth to the 
Members of the House and hopefully 
set the record straight so often. 

We have many favorite sayings. One 
of them that I enjoy most is one from 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who 
said that everyone is entitled to their 
own opinion, but they are not entitle 
to their own facts. 

When you think about it, it’s so very 
true here that if we were to deal more 
in fact that we would have a much bet-
ter debate, a much better discussion, a 
discussion that would be much more 

appropriate for the American people, 
and live up to the charge that we have 
all been given, that is, to represent our 
constituents to the best ability that we 
have. 

But facts oftentimes don’t hold the 
day here. But, hopefully, during this 
hour we will be able to bring some 
light to some very interesting matters 
that have been brought before the 
House and some that are yet to come 
in the days and the weeks ahead. 

It has been a curious time here in 
Washington since the beginning of the 
year. It’s a time of what I have called 
and dubbed Orwellian democracy, Or-
wellian democracy, because so often 
what we see is the party in charge, the 
majority party, says one thing and 
then does something completely dif-
ferent. So it harkens back to the au-
thor, George Orwell, and the double 
speak that he highlighted. 

It’s, sadly, distressing that the lead-
ership on the other side of the aisle 
seems to be all politics all the time. 
It’s a shame, because we both have just 
gotten back in town from a week of 
district work period, and I know that 
you likely heard what I heard at home, 
and that is that folks are frustrated 
and oftentimes disgusted with the kind 
of activity that goes on here in Wash-
ington, the kind of lack of debate, the 
lack of open and honest discussion. The 
all politics all the time is very frus-
trating to my constituents, and, I sus-
pect, to those of yours as well. 

Tomorrow is one of those days that 
will be a classic example of all politics 
all the time. The majority party has 
seen fit to bring forth, and you have 
heard a lot of folks talk about the issue 
this evening on the other side of the 
aisle, but they have seen fit to bring 
forth another resolution on the war in 
Iraq. It’s curious that it comes lit-
erally just hours after the Speaker of 
the House had an individual stand up, 
who is known to folks far and wide 
across this Nation, and say that she 
was going to challenge the Speaker in 
the next election. So it appears that 
the timeliness of this resolution may 
be, again, all politics all the time in re-
sponse to an electoral challenge that 
may be coming upon the Speaker of the 
House. 

But the sad part about all of this, as 
it relates to the war in Iraq, and we are 
going to talk about a number of issues 
tonight, but the sad part about the res-
olution that’s coming up tomorrow is 
that it is all just politics. It’s not any-
thing about real policy debates for the 
American people; it’s not about real ac-
tion. This Congress, this House and the 
Senate, said relatively recently that 
we were going to allow the reinforce-
ments to run their course in Iraq, that 
we are going to allow General David 
Petraeus, who is on the ground there, 
along with credible fortitude and gal-
lantry on the part of the American 
men and women, that we were going to 
allow the increase in the reenforce-
ments of the American troops to run 
their course and see whether or not 
there was progress being made. 
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