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Morgenthau’s Story,” which docu-
mented his experiences while in Tur-
key, including his vivid views of the
Armenian genocide.

Morgenthau wrote, ‘“When the Turk-
ish authorities gave the orders for
these deportations, they were merely
giving the death warrant to the whole
race; they understood this well, and, in
their conversations with me, they
made no particular attempt to conceal
the fact. I am confident that the whole
history of the human race contains no
terrible episode as this.”

In one of his addresses, Morgenthau
commented on the U.S. efforts during
the Armenian genocide. ‘“‘If America is
to condone these offenses, if she is
going to permit to continue conditions
that threaten and permit their repeti-
tion, she is party to the crime. These
people must be freed from the agony
and danger of such horrors. They must
not only be saved for the present but
they must be given assurance that they
will be free in peace and that no harm
can come to them.”

At great personal risk and sacrifice,
Ambassador Morgenthau chose to in-
tervene on behalf of the Armenians and
even managed to help rescue an un-
known number of Armenians. Of
course, in the end, his efforts were un-
successful. Drained by his efforts to
avert this disaster, Morgenthau re-
turned to the United States in 1916 and,
for the remainder of World War I, dedi-
cated himself to raising funds for the
surviving Armenians. He is considered
a hero in Armenia and an American
man of courage and character.

Mr. Speaker, if America is going to
live up to the standards we have set for
ourselves and continue to lead the
world in affirming human rights every-
where, we need to follow Ambassador
Morgenthau’s example. We must stand
up and recognize the tragic events that
began in 1915 for what they were, the
systematic elimination of a people. By
recognizing these actions as genocide,
we can renew our commitment to pre-
vent such atrocities from occurring
again.

I'm here this evening because I want
to give a firsthand account that the
Armenian genocide occurred. I wish to
express my support for swift passage of
H. Res. 106, which reaffirms the Arme-
nian genocide. We now have a majority
of the House of Representatives, both
Democrats and Republicans, as cospon-
sors of this bill. It’s time that it was
brought to floor. As the first genocide
of the 20th century, it is morally im-
perative that we remember this atroc-
ity and collectively demand reaffirma-
tion of this crime against humanity.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2761, clause 10 of rule I,
and the order of the House of January
4, 2007, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
bers of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group, in ad-
dition to Mr. CHANDLER of Kentucky,
Chairman, appointed on March 30, 2007:

Mr. WU, Oregon, Vice Chairman

Mr. POMEROY, North Dakota

Mr. CLYBURN, South Carolina

Mr. ETHERIDGE, North Carolina

Mrs. DAVIS, California

Mr. BisHOP, New York

Mr. PETRI, Wisconsin

Mr. BOOZMAN, Arkansas

Mr. BOUSTANY, Louisiana

Mr. CRENSHAW, Florida

Mr. WILSON, South Carolina
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THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the leadership for allow-
ing me to come to the floor of the
House this evening and spend another
hour of The Official Truth Squad, a
group of individuals who come to the
floor at least once a week, we try to, at
least, to try to shed a little light, a lit-
tle correct view on the situations that
occur here in our Nation’s Capital and
especially here on the House floor.

This group grew out of some frustra-
tion by Members on the Republican
side of the aisle who felt that there was
less light and less truthfulness being
spoken here on the floor of the House,
and that so often, because of the con-
strained rules on the floor of the
House, we and others were prevented
from bringing those instances to light.
So we started what we call The Official
Truth Squad, and the leadership has
been very kind in allowing us to shed
that light, bring that truth to the
Members of the House and hopefully
set the record straight so often.

We have many favorite sayings. One
of them that I enjoy most is one from
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who
said that everyone is entitled to their
own opinion, but they are not entitle
to their own facts.

When you think about it, it’s so very
true here that if we were to deal more
in fact that we would have a much bet-
ter debate, a much better discussion, a
discussion that would be much more
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appropriate for the American people,
and live up to the charge that we have
all been given, that is, to represent our
constituents to the best ability that we
have.

But facts oftentimes don’t hold the
day here. But, hopefully, during this
hour we will be able to bring some
light to some very interesting matters
that have been brought before the
House and some that are yet to come
in the days and the weeks ahead.

It has been a curious time here in
Washington since the beginning of the
year. It’s a time of what I have called
and dubbed Orwellian democracy, Or-
wellian democracy, because so often
what we see is the party in charge, the
majority party, says one thing and
then does something completely dif-
ferent. So it harkens back to the au-
thor, George Orwell, and the double
speak that he highlighted.

It’s, sadly, distressing that the lead-
ership on the other side of the aisle
seems to be all politics all the time.
It’s a shame, because we both have just
gotten back in town from a week of
district work period, and I know that
you likely heard what I heard at home,
and that is that folks are frustrated
and oftentimes disgusted with the kind
of activity that goes on here in Wash-
ington, the kind of lack of debate, the
lack of open and honest discussion. The
all politics all the time is very frus-
trating to my constituents, and, I sus-
pect, to those of yours as well.

Tomorrow is one of those days that
will be a classic example of all politics
all the time. The majority party has
seen fit to bring forth, and you have
heard a lot of folks talk about the issue
this evening on the other side of the
aisle, but they have seen fit to bring
forth another resolution on the war in
Iraq. It’s curious that it comes lit-
erally just hours after the Speaker of
the House had an individual stand up,
who is known to folks far and wide
across this Nation, and say that she
was going to challenge the Speaker in
the next election. So it appears that
the timeliness of this resolution may
be, again, all politics all the time in re-
sponse to an electoral challenge that
may be coming upon the Speaker of the
House.

But the sad part about all of this, as
it relates to the war in Iraq, and we are
going to talk about a number of issues
tonight, but the sad part about the res-
olution that’s coming up tomorrow is
that it is all just politics. It’s not any-
thing about real policy debates for the
American people; it’s not about real ac-
tion. This Congress, this House and the
Senate, said relatively recently that
we were going to allow the reinforce-
ments to run their course in Iraq, that
we are going to allow General David
Petraeus, who is on the ground there,
along with credible fortitude and gal-
lantry on the part of the American
men and women, that we were going to
allow the increase in the reenforce-
ments of the American troops to run
their course and see whether or not
there was progress being made.
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