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Senate
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr., a Senator from the
State of Pennsylvania.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by the
guest Chaplain, Mr. Rajan Zed of the
Indian Association of Northern Nevada.
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PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the following prayer:
Let us pray.
We meditate on the transcendental
Glory of the Deity Supreme, who is inside the heart of the Earth, inside the
life of the sky, and inside the soul of
the Heaven. May He stimulate and illuminate our minds.
Lead us from the unreal to the real,
from darkness to light, and from death
to immortality. May we be protected
together. May we be nourished together. May we work together with
great vigor. May our study be enlightening. May no obstacle arise between
us.
May the Senators strive constantly
to serve the welfare of the world, performing their duties with the welfare
of others always in mind, because by
devotion to selfless work one attains
the supreme goal of life. May they
work carefully and wisely, guided by
compassion and without thought for
themselves.
United your resolve, united your
hearts, may your spirits be as one, that
you may long dwell in unity and concord.
Peace, peace, peace be unto all.
Lord, we ask You to comfort the family of former First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson.
Amen.
(Disturbance in the Visitors’ Galleries)
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant at Arms will restore order in the
Chamber.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).
The legislative clerk read the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2007.
To the Senate:
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
a Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. CASEY thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The majority leader is recognized.
f

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that there be a full 30
minutes of morning business. I have a
brief statement I want to make.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it is so ordered.
f

SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will
be a period of morning business. Once

that is closed, the Senate will resume
the Defense authorization bill at which
time an amendment from the Republican side is expected to be offered.
Once we have disposed of the Republican amendment, the next first-degree
amendment from the majority side will
be the wounded warriors amendment to
be offered by Chairman LEVIN.
I have met with my staff this morning, and they have been meeting with
Republican staff on the committee. I
have spoken to Senator WARNER and
Senator MCCAIN. We want this bill to
have a full airing. We want people to
have the opportunity to offer amendments. We are going to try to work our
way through the procedural morass we
find when we have a complicated bill,
but we hope when we complete this legislation next week, people will feel
they have had an opportunity to offer
amendments.
We know there are a number of issues
relating to Iraq. We want to try to get
those up and disposed of. There are
some other amendments I know people
want to offer, nonrelated amendments,
but I hope we can hold back from doing
that. We should keep this bill one related to defense. I hope we can do that.
There will be other opportunities, as
we proceed through legislation, to offer
some of the important nonrelated matters.
f

THE GUEST CHAPLAIN
Mr. REID. Let me say a few words
about the guest Chaplain. Mr. Zed is a
resident of Reno, NV. He serves as director of interfaith relations of the
Hindu temple in Reno and is a spokesman for the Indian Association of
Northern Nevada. He serves as the
Hindu chaplain in northern Nevada and
northern California hospitals. He
teaches at Truckee Meadows Community College in Reno.
In addition to his tireless work in the
Hindu faith, he is also active in the
community doing many different activities . He serves on the governing
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board of the Northern Nevada International Center, is a member of the
Reno Police Chief Advisory Board, and
is a member of the Diversity Action
Plan Committee of the Washoe County
School District.
Mr. Zed was born in India. That is
where he studied to become a Hindu
chaplain. He holds degrees, including a
master’s degree from San Jose State
University, in mass communications.
He has a master’s degree in business
administration from the University of
Nevada Reno.
I have had a long-standing association with the Indian community. I
went to college in Logan, UT, Utah
State University, a cold, cold place.
Brigham Young, when he sent people to
colonize the West, had people come
back from Cache County to tell him
that it couldn’t be settled because it
froze there every month of the year.
Well, that is not quite true, but it
freezes all but a couple months of the
year. It is a wonderful community and
a great university. It has grown a lot
since I was there.
I lived off campus. I went there 2
years. I went to a junior college the
first 2 years. I lived off campus. I was
married. I would drive up that hill to
the campus, and walking every day
were students. They were Indians, coming from India to the United States to
study. Utah State specialized in engineering and agriculture. These young
men came from India to study at Utah
State University. I would give them
rides. I did that for 2 years, put as
many in the car as would fit. When it
came time to graduate, one of them
came to me and said: Could you and
Mrs. Reid stay over a day. We would
like to do a traditional Indian feast for
you.
Well, I am from Searchlight. I didn’t
know what they were talking about.
But we had that traditional Indian
feast. Many of them were dressed similar to Mr. Zed. That was an eye opener
for me. They had all this Indian food. I
am a guy from Searchlight. We like
beans and rice and potatoes and, when
we were lucky, some round steak. My
mother used to pound it so it would be
tender and we could eat it. It was unusual food for somebody from Searchlight, but we enjoyed it. It was a lot of
fun. They gave us a number of gifts
when the feast was over, and it was
really a feast. It was all traditional Indian food.
I don’t remember all they gave me,
but I do remember one item. It is in my
office in the Capitol. That was many
years ago. We have had five children
since then and lots of grandchildren.
But it was a little statue of Gandhi,
hand carved. It is ivory. It is done so
well, you can pull the staff out of his
hand. It is done really well. I have protected and saved that all these years.
It is in my office. I have always had it
there.
The reason I mention that is that if
people have any misunderstanding
about Indians and Hindus, all they
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have to do is think of Gandhi. Here is
a man who changed the world, a man
who believed in peace. We heard the
prayer: Peace, peace, peace. If there
was ever a time, with this international war on terror that we are
fighting now, where people have to understand how important peace is, think
of Ghandi, a man who gave his life for
peace, a tiny little man in physical
stature but a giant in morality. Gandhi
is the man that Martin Luther King,
Jr., followed. His nonviolence was all
based on the teachings of Gandhi. As a
result of Gandhi, we had the civil
rights movement, led by another man
small in stature. Larger than Ghandi,
Martin Luther King was not a giant of
a man physically, but he was a giant of
a man morally, just as Gandhi.
I think it speaks well of our country
that someone representing a faith of
about a billion people comes here and
can speak in communication with our
Heavenly Father regarding peace. I am
grateful he is here. I am thankful he
was able to offer this prayer of peace in
the Capitol. I say to everyone concerned, think of Gandhi. If you have a
problem in the world, think what this
great man has done to bring peace and
nonviolence to a troubled world.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Republican leader.

Lady Bird brought a deep love of nature from east Texas to the White
House, and she shared it with America.
Residents and tourists in Washington
have her to thank for the natural beauty that surrounds us here and that
makes us proud to call this city our
Nation’s Capital.
Millions of travelers and commuters
have her to thank for the flowers that
line our roads. The blues, reds and yellows that light up America’s highways
are a living, lasting legacy to the
woman who guided the Highway Beautification Act into law.
A friend to every First Lady since Eleanor Roosevelt, Lady Bird Johnson
stepped out of the national spotlight as
quietly as she stepped into it, again respecting the national mood at another
painful moment in our history.
She outlived her famous husband by
more than three decades, and we didn’t
hear or see much of her over the years.
But she’d remind us from time to time
that she was still here, quietly accepting an honor for her husband or launching some good environmental work.
And we were always glad to see her.
She became for us a kind of living assurance that beauty and grace outlive
tragedy and loss.
We will miss her. We mourn with her
daughters, Lynda and Luci, and their
families. And we join them in honoring
a very good American life that was
spent in generous service to family and
country.

f

f

REMEMBERING LADY BIRD
JOHNSON
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
when Lady Bird Taylor met the man
she would marry in the fall of 1934, her
first reaction was to pull back. ‘‘Lyndon came on very strong,’’ she said.
‘‘My instinct was to withdraw.’’
And when an assassin’s bullet thrust
her into the national spotlight on another fall day in 1963, she withdrew
again. America remembers this remarkable woman for the quiet dignity
with which she let a nation and a
stricken wife mourn the loss of a President they loved. And our first reaction
to her in those days of mourning was
gratitude.
Now we mourn her passing, after a
long tumultuous life that was marked
above all by quiet service and a love of
beauty.
She was nothing like her husband.
Lyndon Johnson was an overpowering figure who filled up every room
he entered. His personality still reverberates through these walls. But he always knew what he needed to get
ahead in life, and he saw in Lady Bird
the tact and gentility he saw lacking
in himself.
He asked her to marry him on their
first date.
And soon the aspiring politician
would marry this shy and pretty rancher’s daughter. Sam Rayburn said it was
the best thing Lyndon Johnson ever
did.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
f

MORNING BUSINESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business for 30 minutes
with Senators permitted to speak
therein, with the time equally divided
and controlled by the two leaders or
their designees.
The Senator from Oklahoma.
f

FAIRNESS DOCTRINE
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today, I
want to reiterate something I talked
about on Monday and maybe elaborate
a little bit. I am one of the cosponsors
of an amendment that several people
will be discussing today, amendment
No. 2020—it is primarily offered by my
colleague, Senator COLEMAN, and myself and Senator DEMINT and Senator
THUNE and, I believe, some others
also—to prohibit the reimplementation
of the Fairness Doctrine.
Over the past few weeks, the Fairness
Doctrine has received quite a bit of attention.
The
Democrat-controlled
House of Representatives had a vote on
June 28, just a couple weeks ago. The
House voted 309 to 115 to prohibit the
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