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member of the Los Angeles-area business 
and civic community and a woman of true dis-
tinction, Gilda Bojorquez-Gjurich. 

Raised in east Los Angeles, Gilda grad-
uated from Garfield High School and 
Woodbury University in Burbank, where she 
majored in accounting. Following graduation, 
she put her education to work, pursuing a ca-
reer as a general contractor and becoming a 
partner in an Alhambra-based construction 
firm. It was a successful and top-rated ven-
ture, reflecting her keen business sense and 
her ability to break through the glass ceiling as 
a woman in the construction industry. 

Complementing her success in the business 
community, Gilda has spent decades making 
extensive civic contributions, serving on the 
board of directors for various nonprofit organi-
zations and working to improve the lives of 
those less fortunate in the greater Los Ange-
les community. 

For many years, Gilda has been a key 
member of Las Madrinas, an informal group of 
dedicated advocates mentoring the young 
women at Ramona Continuation High School 
in east Los Angeles. She has provided finan-
cial resources, and recruited volunteers and 
role models to help inspire and guide these 
young women working to turn their lives 
around in the school’s alternative learning en-
vironment. 

In 1989 Gilda became a founding member 
of Hispanas Organized for Political Equality, 
HOPE, and she continues to play a dynamic 
and influential role in the organization. Over 
the past two decades, HOPE has become a 
vibrant nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
committed to ensuring political and economic 
parity for Latinas through leadership, advo-
cacy, and education. 

In 1991 Gilda cofounded HOPE’s annual 
symposium entitled, A Proud Past . . . A 
Powerful Tomorrow. To date, the symposium 
has welcomed more than 3,000 Latinas who 
have come together to learn about issues im-
portant to our community. Gilda was also in-
strumental in getting local, county, and State 
officials to declare the annual symposium date 
as Latina History Day, celebrated on the sec-
ond Friday in March to commemorate the his-
toric achievements of Latinas. 

Gilda was also pivotal in the growth and 
success of the Mexican American Opportunity 
Foundation, established in 1963 to serve dis-
advantaged individuals and families in the Los 
Angeles area. She was chair of the founda-
tion’s National Hispanic Women’s Conference, 
and is credited with helping the group become 
a multi-million dollar organization that serves 
more than 100,000 low-to-moderate income 
Latinos throughout seven counties in Cali-
fornia providing high quality social services 
and programs to those communities where 
need is the greatest. Gilda continues to serve 
on the board of directors for the organization. 

While her advocacy on behalf of Hispanics 
has made her a loved and well known figure 
throughout Los Angeles, Gilda has also 
served with distinction and earned recognition 
at the State and national level. Over the years, 
she has served three Presidents in appointed 
positions, including her appointments to the 
Commission on International Women’s Year, 
the National Advisory Council on Women’s 
Educational Programs, and as an emissary to 
evaluate the revolution in Nicaragua. California 
Governor Gray Davis presented her with a 
commendation for exemplary community serv-

ice in recognition of her years of service on 
behalf of her fellow Angelenos. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to Gilda as she celebrates 
her 80th year and a lifetime of commitment to 
the economic empowerment of Los Angeles 
communities and Latinas across the Nation. 
Gilda exemplifies what it is to be a role 
model—not just for Latinas, but for all Ameri-
cans. Latino families in Los Angeles, the State 
and the Nation are truly fortunate to have such 
a devoted advocate, and I am equally blessed 
by her friendship that I look forward to cher-
ishing for many years to come. 
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COLLEGE COST REDUCTION ACT 
OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of the College Cost 
Reduction Act and congratulate Speaker 
PELOSI and Chairman MILLER for keeping our 
promise to students and their families by 
bringing this legislation to the floor. 

H.R. 2669 is the largest investment in high-
er education since the G.I. Bill. Currently, 
200,000 potential students do not attend col-
lege because of the cost. Many more are un-
able to attend a four-year college and millions 
more graduate with an unsustainable level of 
debt. Democrats have made access to higher 
education a priority because it is a critical in-
vestment in the future of students and fami-
lies, and because we recognize that our econ-
omy and our global competitiveness depend 
on this country maintaining a highly skilled 
workforce. 

In Minnesota, tuition at public universities 
has increased 57 percent since 2000. How-
ever, incomes for middle class families have 
not kept up with this growth. H.R. 2669 makes 
several important changes to make sure that 
students are not priced out of higher edu-
cation. Every qualified student who wants to 
attend college should have that opportunity. 
And importantly, with this legislation we are 
able to do so without increasing the national 
debt burden for the students we are helping 
today. 

The College Cost Reduction Act will raise 
the maximum Pell Grant scholarship by $500. 
Along with the work of the Appropriations 
Committee this year, the maximum grant 
award will reach $5,100 by 2011. This is a 
critical increase for students after several 
years of this grant level remaining frozen at 
$4,050 while tuition costs soared. 

H.R. 2669 cuts interest rates on student 
loans in half which will reduce debt for millions 
of student borrowers. The average student 
savings will be $4,400 over the life of the loan. 
The bill also increases Federal loan limits, re-
ducing the need for the more-expensive pri-
vate loans, and requires that student loan pay-
ments are manageable for borrowers by en-
suring that no one pays more than 15 percent 
of their discretionary income in loan repay-
ments. 

H.R. 2669 recognizes that the salaries for 
some of the most important jobs in our com-
munities—teachers, first responders, early 

childhood educators, law enforcement officers 
and others—do not always match the value of 
their work. This bill provides loan forgiveness 
and some upfront tuition assistance for stu-
dents interested in a career in public service. 

By reducing very generous lender subsidies, 
this bill gives priority to students over profits 
without creating an undue burden for lenders. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in support of 
this critical legislation. 
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FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 10, 2007 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 556. As I have previously 
stated on this subject, more foreign investment 
in America, rather than less, is good for the 
country. But I share the belief we must have 
a robust review process to screen the few in-
vestments that threaten our security. The 
Committee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States—CFIUS—was established to 
ensure such transactions that require greater 
scrutiny are evaluated in light of these con-
cerns. I believe it is our responsibility to make 
sure the review process is working as in-
tended and make changes where appropriate 
to enhance this process. 

There is no denying the benefits of foreign 
investment. Our culture of innovation and risk 
taking has positioned many of our industries at 
the forefront of global innovation. Foreign in-
vestors recognize potential in U.S. companies 
and risk their capital on companies because 
our country welcomes foreign investment. 
When domestic investment bypasses U.S.- 
based companies, we should be grateful the 
gap is often filled by foreign investment. The 
money provided by foreign investors creates 
jobs, growth and opportunity here at home, 
and we will only benefit by encouraging more 
investment. Shutting off foreign investment will 
hurt us more than it helps us. 

But we must be sure that the need to attract 
investments is balanced with our obligation to 
ensure they will not pose a danger or national 
security threat to our Nation. The foreign in-
vestment review process is not new, but the 
highly publicized proposed transactions involv-
ing CNOOC and Dubai Ports last year high-
lighted to Congress, and the public, a process 
in dire need of review. Many observed this 
process by which our government sorts out 
good investment from bad can be rather 
opaque. Congress and the relevant Commit-
tees—including the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, which has original jurisdiction dat-
ing back to the Exon-Florio Amendment— 
need to be aware of the criteria used to evalu-
ate the transactions and which transactions 
should be subject to more rigorous review. 

Last Congress we acted on the need to 
clarify the review process and improve trans-
parency. Through the Congressional process, 
the House passed legislation, but the Senate 
did not act. I am pleased the Senate has 
acted this Congress and we will pass this leg-
islation to become law, but I am disappointed 
in several changes made to the original 
House-passed version. 
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Regardless of the imperfections, this will be 

an improvement over current law. The legisla-
tion will provide consistent criteria with appro-
priate discretion for foreign investment re-
views. The triggers for mandatory reviews will 
also improve the process without impairing our 
ability to attract significant and needed foreign 
investment. The legislation also expands the 
membership of the review board and will now 
include additional expertise, including the Sec-
retary of Energy, which can only benefit the 
review process. 

Finally, I am pleased the reporting require-
ments will provide meaningful information to 
Congress. More robust information will provide 
a better understanding of the transactions and 
the criteria CFIUS evaluated to reach their de-
cisions. 

I support the legislation because these 
changes collectively improve the process for 
foreign investment reviews and increase the 
transparency of the process. 
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STATEMENT BY DR. NORMAN E. 
BORLAUG 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, Mr. BOS-
WELL and I would like to submit the following 
statement from Dr. Norman E. Borlaug for the 
Congressional Record. 
NORMAN E. BORLAUG: STATEMENT ON THE OC-

CASION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
CEREMONY, UNITED STATES CAPITOL, JULY 
17, 2007 
It is a great honor to be awarded the Con-

gressional Gold Medal, in recognition of my 
work to feed a hungry world. I thank mem-
bers of Congress for giving me an oppor-
tunity to comment on the challenges and 
complexities of feeding a world of 10 billion 
people who I expect will be living on the 
planet Earth sometime this century. 

When I was born—in 1914—there were only 
1.6 billion people on Earth. Today, we are 6.5 
billion and growing by 80 million per year. 
The task of feeding this growing population 
has been made more complex, since agri-
culture is now being asked not only to 
produce food, feed and fiber, but also raw 
materials for bio-fuels. Thus, there is no 
room for complacency for those of us work-
ing on the food front. 

I am now in my 63rd year of continuous in-
volvement in agricultural research and pro-
duction in low-income, food-deficit devel-
oping countries. I have worked with many 
scientists, political leaders, and farmers to 
transform food production systems. Any 
achievements I have made have been possible 
through my participation in this army of 
hunger fighters. There are too many to 
name, but you know who you are. I thank 
you for your dedication and assistance all of 
these years. I also thank my family, and my 
late wife Margaret, for the understanding 
and unselfish support you have given me. 

The Green Revolution was a great historic 
success. In 1960, perhaps 60 percent of the 
world’s people felt hunger during some por-
tion of the year. By the year 2000, the propor-
tion of hungry in the world had dropped to 14 
percent of the total population. Still, this 
figure translated to 850 million men, women 
and children who lacked sufficient calories 

and protein to grow strong and healthy bod-
ies. Thus, despite the successes of the Green 
Revolution, the battle to ensure food secu-
rity for hundreds of millions of miserably 
poor people is far from won. 

THE GREEN REVOLUTION 
The breakthroughs in wheat and rice pro-

duction in Asia in the mid-1960s, which came 
to be known as the Green Revolution, sym-
bolized the beginning of a process of using 
agricultural science to develop modem tech-
niques for the Third World. It began in Mex-
ico with the ‘‘quiet’’ wheat revolution in the 
late 1950s. During the 1960s and 1970s, India, 
Pakistan, and the Philippines received world 
attention for their agricultural progress. In 
the 1980s and 1990s, China, home to one fifth 
of the world’s people, has been the greatest 
success story. China today is the world’s big-
gest food producer and its crop yields are ap-
proaching those of the United States with 
every successive year. However, it is almost 
certain, that China and India—home to one 
third of the world’s people—will become the 
largest agricultural importers in the coming 
decades, as their economies shift from being 
agrarian to industrial. 

Critics of modem agricultural technology 
invariably turn a blind eye on what the 
world would have been like without the tech-
nological advances that have occurred, 
largely during the past 50 years. For those 
whose main concern is protecting the ‘‘envi-
ronment,’’ let’s look at the positive impact 
that the application of science-based tech-
nology has had on land use. If the global ce-
real yields of 1950 still prevailed in 2000 we 
would have needed nearly 1.2 billion ha of ad-
ditional land of the same quality—instead of 
the 660 million ha that was used—to achieve 
the global harvest of that year. Obviously, 
such a surplus of land was not available, and 
certainly not in populous Asia, where the 
population had increased from 1.2 to 3.8 bil-
lion over this period. Moreover, if more envi-
ronmentally fragile land had been brought 
into agricultural production, the impact on 
soil erosion, loss of forests and grasslands, 
biodiversity and extinction of wildlife spe-
cies would have been enormous and disas-
trous. 

At lest in the foreseeable future, plants— 
and especially the cereals—will continue to 
supply much of our increased food demand, 
both for direct human consumption and as 
livestock feed to satisfy the rapidly growing 
demand for meat in the newly industrializing 
countries. It is likely that an additional 1 
billion metric tons of grain will be needed 
annually by 2025, just to feed the world, let 
alone fuel its vehicles. Most of this increase 
must come from lands already in production 
through yield improvements. Fortunately, 
such productivity improvements in crop 
management can be made all along the 
line—in plant breeding, crop management, 
tillage, water use, fertilization, weed and 
pest control, and harvesting. 

AFRICA’S FOOD PRODUCTION CHALLENGES 
More than any other region of the world, 

African food production is in crisis. High 
rates of population growth and little applica-
tion of improved production technology dur-
ing the last two decades resulted in declining 
per capita food production, escalating food 
deficits, deteriorating nutritional levels, es-
pecially among the rural poor, and dev-
astating environmental degradation. While 
there are more signs since 2000 that 
smallholder food production is beginning to 
turn around, this recovery is still very frag-
ile. 

Sub-Saharan Africa’s extreme poverty, 
poor soils, uncertain rainfall, increasing pop-
ulation pressures, changing ownership pat-
terns for land and cattle, political and social 
turmoil, shortages of trained 

agriculturalists, and weaknesses in research 
and technology delivery systems all make 
the task of agricultural development more 
difficult. But we should also realize that to a 
considerable extent, the present food crisis is 
the result of the long-time neglect of agri-
culture by political leaders. Even though ag-
riculture provides livelihoods to 70–85 per-
cent of the people in most countries, agricul-
tural and rural development has been given 
low priority. Investments in food distribu-
tion and marketing systems and in agricul-
tural research and education are woefully in-
adequate. Furthermore, many governments 
pursued and continue to pursue a policy of 
providing cheap food for the politically vola-
tile urban dwellers at the expense of produc-
tion incentives for farmers. 

In 1986 I became involved in food crop tech-
nology transfer projects in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, sponsored by the Nippon Foundation and 
its Chairman, the late Ryoichi Sasakawa, 
and enthusiastically supported by former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter. Our joint pro-
gram is known as Sasakawa-Global 2000, and 
has operated in 14 sub-Saharan African coun-
tries the past 20 years. We have assisted sev-
eral million small-scale farmers to grow ex-
tension demonstration plots for basic food 
crops: maize, rice, sorghum, millet, wheat, 
cassava, and grain legumes. 

The recommended production technologies 
come from national and international agri-
cultural research organizations, and include: 
(1) the use of the best available commercial 
varieties or hybrids (2) proper land prepara-
tion and seeding to achieve good stand estab-
lishment, (3) proper application of the appro-
priate fertilizers and, when needed, crop pro-
tection chemicals, (4) timely weed control, 
and (5) moisture conservation and/or better 
water use if under irrigation. We also work 
with participating farm families to improve 
on-farm storage of agricultural production, 
both to reduce grain losses due to spoilage 
and infestation and to allow farmers to hold 
stocks longer to exploit periods when prices 
in the marketplace are more favorable. Vir-
tually without exception, farmers obtain 
grain yields that are two to three times 
higher on their demonstration plots than has 
been traditionally the case. Farmers’ enthu-
siasm is high and political leaders are taking 
much interest in the program. 

Despite the formidable challenges in Afri-
ca, the elements that worked in Latin Amer-
ica and Asia will also work there. With more 
effective seed, fertilizer supply and mar-
keting systems, hundreds of millions of 
smallholder farmers in Africa can make 
great strides in improving the nutritional 
and economic well being of their popu-
lations. The biggest bottleneck that must be 
overcome is lack of infrastructure, espe-
cially roads and transport, but also potable 
water and electricity. In particular, im-
proved transport systems would greatly ac-
celerate agricultural production, break down 
tribal animosities, and help establish rural 
schools and clinics in areas where teachers 
and health practitioners are heretofore un-
willing to venture. 

CROP RESEARCH CHALLENGES 

Crop productivity depends both on the 
yield potential of the varieties and the crop 
management employed to enhance input and 
output efficiency. Agricultural researchers 
and farmers worldwide face the challenge 
during the next 25 years of developing and 
applying technology that can increase the 
global cereal yields by 50–75 percent, and to 
do so in ways that are economically and en-
vironmentally sustainable. Much of the yield 
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