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PRIME MINISTER IVO SANADER 
WORKS TO BRING CROATIA INTO 
NATO AND EUROPEAN UNION 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
Congress to the excellent work of the Croatian 
Prime Minister, His Excellency Dr. Ivo 
Sanader. Under his leadership Croatia has 
made important strides in the important task of 
integrating Croatia with NATO and in pre-
paring Croatia for full membership in the Euro-
pean Union. 

Dr. Sanader became the head of the Cro-
atian government in December 2003 when his 
political party, the Croatian Democratic Union 
Party (HDZ), was victorious in the country’s 
election on November 23, 2003. 

Prime Minister Sanader has had a distin-
guished record of government service that has 
prepared him well to assume the position of 
Prime Minister. Following his election to par-
liament in 1992, shortly after Croatia became 
a fully independent country, he was appointed 
Minister of Science and Technology—a posi-
tion he held until January 1993 when he was 
appointed Deputy Foreign Minister. In this ca-
pacity, he participated in the bilateral talks that 
led to the establishment of the Croat-Muslim 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH). 
At the end of November 1995, following the 
Dayton Peace Accords, Dr. Sanader left the 
cabinet to become chief of staff to then-Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman. From 1996 to 2000, he 
again served as Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. In 1998 he was elected president of 
the HDZ, which he worked to strengthen, 
modernize and reform into a pro-European, 
center-right political party. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Sanader’s main for-
eign policy priority has been Croatia’s acces-
sion to NATO and the European Union. I ap-
plaud his efforts to ensure that his country be-
comes an active participant in these critically 
important international institutions that have 
done much to provide a framework for intra- 
European and trans-Atlantic cooperation. 

In October 2001, the Government of Croatia 
signed a Stabilisation and Association Agree-
ment (SAA) with the EU making the country 
an official candidate for membership. Since 
becoming Prime Minister, Dr. Sanader has 
taken important steps to prepare for EU mem-
bership. Under his leadership Croatia has 
seen healthy economic growth of some 4 per- 
cent anually, and there have been important 
reforms in the country’s judicial system and 
the system of land registry. He has been will-
ing to take tough decisions to move Croatia 
forward. 

The Prime Minister has also steered his 
country toward NATO accession following Cro-
atia’s admission to the Membership Action 

Plan (MAP) in May 2002, which signified the 
institutionalization of relations with NATO and 
formally launched the accession process. It is 
expected that Croatia will receive a formal in-
vitation to become a full member of the Alli-
ance at the NATO Summit in Bucharest next 
summer. 

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister’s efforts 
to foster trans-Atlantic dialogue were on dis-
play in early July at the important 2007 Cro-
atian Summit on ‘‘Europe’s New South’’, which 
he convened in the beautiful Adriatic city of 
Dubrovnik. An impressive group of political 
leaders from across Europe joined Dr. 
Sanader to discuss how South East Europe 
can fully integrate into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, focusing on pressing security interests 
as well as NATO and EU expansion. 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, I wish to 
commend Prime Minister Ivo Sanader for his 
role in moving Croatia from a past of divisive 
nationalism to a future of economic and polit-
ical progress through active and responsible 
international cooperation. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GENE AUTRY AND 
THE AUTRY NATIONAL CENTER 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the centennial of Gene Autry’s birth. 
Gene Autry was a great American patriot and 
hero, whose vision and spirit was char-
acteristic of the American West that he came 
to represent. 

Today also marks another momentous oc-
casion, the Autry National Center’s 20th An-
nual Gala. Twenty years ago, the Autry Na-
tional Center held its first gala prior to the 
opening of the Gene Autry Museum of West-
ern Heritage. 

Gene Autry was born 100 years ago in 
Tioga, TX. He arrived in California and be-
came famous as the ‘‘singing cowboy.’’ Gene, 
known for his innovation, revolutionized Amer-
ican cinema, pioneering the western musical. 
He is the only entertainer to date to have been 
awarded all five stars on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. Gene Autry was also the first movie 
star to use television as a way of reaching his 
audience. It was through his music and his 
warm and winning smile that he connected 
with people. He conveyed a deep sense of pa-
triotism, encouraging his audience, young and 
old, to be kind to one another and live by the 
high minded standards of conduct, ‘‘The Cow-
boy Code,’’ to which he held himself. 

Gene Autry and his beloved horse Cham-
pion were always at the ready and eager to 
serve their country. Gene joined up with the 
Army Air Corps in 1942, earning the title of 
sergeant, flying fuel, ammunition, and arms 
over the Himalayas. After the war, Mr. Autry 

toured with a USO troupe in the South Pacific, 
bringing the familiar melody of home to the 
distantly stationed troops. 

In 1988, Gene Autry, along with his wife 
Jackie Autry, founded the Gene Autry Mu-
seum of Western Heritage. In his lifetime 
Gene Autry was able to fulfill his dream of 
building a ‘‘museum which would exhibit and 
interpret the heritage of the West and show 
how it influenced America and the world.’’ 

In 2003, the Autry National Center was es-
tablished, commemorating the American West 
through its three institutions, the Southwest 
Museum of the American Indian, the Museum 
of the American West, and the Institute for the 
Study of the American West. In keeping with 
the spirit of Gene Autry, the Autry National 
Center provides insight into the diverse tap-
estry of cultures and peoples that make up the 
American West. The success of the Autry Na-
tional Center is largely due to Jackie Autry’s 
unsurpassed dedication and devotion to the vi-
sion of her-late husband. 

It is my pleasure to honor the centennial of 
Gene Autry’s birth as well as the Autry Na-
tional Center on its 20 years of service to the 
southern California community. I ask all mem-
bers to join me in commending the Autry Na-
tional Center. 

f 

HONORING DADE CITY POLICE 
CHIEF PHILLIP THOMPSON ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Dade City, Florida Police Chief Phillip Thomp-
son on the occasion of his upcoming retire-
ment. With more than 20 years of experience 
on the Dade City police force, his contributions 
to the community will be sorely missed. 

As the top law enforcement officer for one 
of the largest cities in my district, I have seen 
firsthand the positive effect his leadership has 
had in combating crime in Dade City. In the 
period from 2005 to 2006, the Dade City com-
munity saw a reduction in reported crimes of 
61⁄2 percent. Police Chief Thompson’s leader-
ship and the dedication of his staff of 24 
played a vital role in that reduction, as well as 
stepped-up enforcement patrols in troubled 
residential areas. 

Chief Thompson, who at 55 years old has 
enough service years to begin his retirement, 
has worked for the Dade City Police Depart-
ment for 20 years. Prior to his career with the 
Dade City force, Chief Thompson first joined 
the Brooksville Police Department when he 
was only 19. He then spent 11 years with the 
Pasco Sheriff’s office and 1 year as a 
Hillsborough County deputy. On April 23, 
1987, he became the Dade City police chief. 
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In recognition of his 20 years of service, the 
Florida Police Chiefs Association will present 
Chief Thompson with an award at an upcom-
ing commission meeting. 

While Chief Thompson’s Parkinson’s dis-
ease played a role in his retirement, he cur-
rently feels fine and has plans to pursue an 
active lifestyle in his retirement years. As a 
part-time teacher of criminal justice at Saint 
Leo University and Pasco-Hernando Commu-
nity College, I am sure that Chief Thompson 
will have plenty of work to keep him active 
and involved in the law enforcement commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, Chief Thompson has 
spent his entire career working towards the 
safety of Pasco and Hernando County resi-
dents. While he is retiring from service, his 
contributions to Dade City as Police Chief for 
the past 20 years will never be forgotten. I 
would hope that all area residents recognize 
his decades of public service and thank him 
for all that he has done for Dade City. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DEION SANDERS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that I 
pay tribute today to Deion Sanders, former 
Dallas Cowboys football player. His many 
years of community service and dedication in 
making a difference in the lives of people are 
truly deserving of our appreciation and praise. 

Deion Sanders, a former cornerback for the 
Dallas Cowboys and one of the best corner-
backs in the NFL, decided to graciously open 
up his home and heart to nine disadvantaged 
children in order to teach them responsibility 
and life skills. 

Mr. Sanders is truly devoted to enhancing 
the lives of young people and he has decided 
to have 14 children, including his own 5 kids, 
live at his home for the summer. There are 
five adolescent boys and four girls. Most of 
the children come from families with no father 
in the home. Mr. Sanders is giving these chil-
dren a fulfilling and productive summer. The 
children eat, pray, do chores and go on field 
trips together. 

He believes that the true key to helping chil-
dren is by teaching them responsibility. Along 
with opening up his home this summer, Deion 
Sanders is creating a biblically based men-
toring program called Primetime Army. This 
program will give parents and their sons ac-
cess to Sanders and his team of professionals 
on a 24–7 basis for a monthly fee. 

Mr. Sanders wants to encourage children to 
dream big because anything can be possible. 
All children deserve a chance at success and 
Deion Sanders is helping to give them that 
chance. 

I know that Deion will continue to play an 
important role in our community for decades to 
come, and that America will continue to ben-
efit from his dedication, service and hard work. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to join me in saluting Deion Sanders and in 
applauding this remarkable citizen for all he 
has done in north Texas, to those of us whose 
lives he has touched. 

PRIME MINISTER IVO SANADER 
WORKS TO BRING CROATIA INTO 
NATO AND EUROPEAN UNION 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
Congress to the excellent work of the Croatian 
Prime Minister, His Excellency Dr. Ivo 
Sanader. Under his leadership Croatia has 
made important strides in the important task of 
integrating Croatia with NATO and in pre-
paring Croatia for full membership in the Euro-
pean Union. 

Dr. Sanader became the head of the Cro-
atian government in December 2003 when his 
political party, the Croatian Democratic Union 
Party (HDZ), was victorious in the country’s 
election on November 23, 2003. 

Prime Minister Sanader has had a distin-
guished record of government service that has 
prepared him well to assume the position of 
Prime Minister. Following his election to par-
liament in 1992, shortly after Croatia became 
a fully independent country, he was appointed 
Minister of Science and Technology—a posi-
tion he held until January 1993 when he was 
appointed Deputy Foreign Minister. In this ca-
pacity, he participated in the bilateral talks that 
led to the establishment of the Croat-Muslim 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH). 
At the end of November 1995, following the 
Dayton Peace Accords, Dr. Sanader left the 
cabinet to become chief of staff to then-Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman. From 1996 to 2000, he 
again served as Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. In 1998 he was elected president of 
the HDZ, which he worked to strengthen, 
modernize and reform into a pro-European, 
center-right political party. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Sanader’s main for-
eign policy priority has been Croatia’s acces-
sion to NATO and the European Union. I ap-
plaud his efforts to ensure that his country be-
comes an active participant in these critically 
important international institutions that have 
done much to provide a framework for intra- 
European and trans-Atlantic cooperation. 

In October 2001, the Government of Croatia 
signed a Stabilisation and Association Agree-
ment (SAA) with the EU making the country 
an official candidate for membership. Since 
becoming Prime Minister, Dr. Sanader has 
taken important steps to prepare for EU mem-
bership. Under his leadership Croatia has 
seen healthy economic growth of some 4 per-
cent annually, and there have been important 
reforms in the country’s judicial system and 
the system of land registry. He has been will-
ing to take tough decisions to move Croatia 
forward. 

The Prime Minister has also steered his 
country toward NATO accession following Cro-
atia’s admission to the Membership Action 
Plan (MAP) in May 2002, which signified the 
institutionalization of relations with NATO and 
formally launched the accession process. It is 
expected that Croatia will receive a formal in-
vitation to become a full member of the Alli-
ance at the NATO Summit in Bucharest next 
summer. 

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister’s efforts 
to foster trans-Atlantic dialogue were on dis-
play in early July at the important 2007 Cro-

atian Summit on ‘‘Europe’s New South’’, which 
he convened in the beautiful Adriatic city of 
Dubrovnik. An impressive group of political 
leaders from across Europe joined Dr. 
Sanader to discuss how South East Europe 
can fully integrate into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, focusing on pressing security interests 
as well as NATO and EU expansion. 

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, I wish to 
commend Prime Minister Ivo Sanader for his 
role in moving Croatia from a past of divisive 
nationalism to a future of economic and polit-
ical progress through active and responsible 
international cooperation. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CAROLYN LAVERNE DAVENPORT 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor one of the finest educators 
ever to serve students in my congressional 
district. Please join me in congratulating Caro-
lyn LaVerne Davenport for thirty-four years of 
outstanding service to my constituents in the 
13th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Ms. Davenport was born in Atlanta and 
raised in Jonesboro, Georgia, the heart of my 
district. As a youth, she attended the same 
school system in which she taught for many 
years, graduating as valedictorian from the 
W.A. Fountain School in 1965. She went on to 
earn a Bachelor’s degree from Spelman Col-
lege in 1969 and received her Master’s of Ele-
mentary Education degree in 1972. Carolyn 
taught first and third grades at George M. Kil-
patrick Elementary School. Throughout her ca-
reer, Ms. Davenport received many accolades 
including an honorary life membership to the 
Georgia Parent Teacher Association, as well 
as a Certificate of Special Achievement from 
the American Red Cross Youth Services. 

Not only was she a leader in the classroom, 
she was a leader in her community as well. 
Twenty-five years ago, Carolyn founded the 
Clayton County Campaign for the United 
Negro College Fund. Thanks to the UNCF and 
Carolyn’s activism, thousands of students, in-
cluding several of my colleagues in this great 
body, have been able to receive a higher edu-
cation and pursue their dreams. In 1991, in 
recognition of her great efforts, Ms. Davenport 
received the UNCF Star Volunteer Award and 
the 2000 South Metro Salute to Higher Edu-
cation Award. She has also volunteered for 
many civil rights, community and international 
organizations including the Concerned Black 
Citizens Coalition of Clayton County, the 
NAACP, the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and 
CARE International. 

Madam Speaker, Carolyn Davenport is a 
true public servant. The impact she has made 
continues to be felt by her colleagues, friends 
and other members of the community. As she 
enters retirement, she will still be regarded as 
an exceptional leader and a model citizen. 
Once again, I congratulate Carolyn for reach-
ing this milestone. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 19, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3043) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chairman, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3043, the Federal Year 2008 
Departments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education Appropriations Bill. 
By passing this legislation today the House of 
Representatives is taking a significant step for-
ward toward investing in our Nation’s long- 
term future. This $152 billion investment 
marks a $10 billion increase over President 
Bush’s 2008 request and a $7 billion increase 
over the Federal Year 2007 Departments of 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation Appropriations Bill. The increases in the 
appropriation’s legislation before us today, will 
translate into more help for those in need of 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance, more 
affordable higher education, and health care 
for the uninsured. 

Home heating costs have skyrocketed over 
the last few years. Many people are finding 
themselves unable to keep up. We in Con-
gress believe that no American should be 
forced to choose between whether to eat or 
heat your home. This is why we are increasing 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance to $501 
million in 2008, an increase that will ensure 
1.3 million families are not left out in the cold 
this winter. 

We have also used this appropriation to 
demonstrate the Democratic Party’s commit-
ment to reining in the sharp rise in college 
costs that continue to be a barrier to so many 
students. By increasing the Pell Grant from 
$4,050 to $4,700, an increase which will ben-
efit more than 5.5 million low- and middle-in-
come students, we have taken another major 
step in the 110th Congress toward making 
higher education more accessible. 

Finally, it is a disgrace that there are 46.6 
million Americans without health insurance; in 
this year’s Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education Appropriations Bill we have 
taken major steps to expand access to health 
care for the uninsured. For example, the bill 
provides a $200 million increase in funds allo-
cated to community health center initiatives— 
enabling these centers to serve an additional 
1 million uninsured Americans. Furthermore, 
the bill provides $75 million for a new initiative 
to state health access grants—providing start- 
up grants to states that are ready with plans 
to expand health care coverage to targeted 
groups. Finally, H.R. 304 also includes $50 
million for an initiative to assist states in pro-
viding high-risk insurance pools to support af-
fordable insurance for almost 200,000 people 
who are medically high-risk. 

This is finally a Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education Appropriations bill 

with the right priorities, one that puts working 
Americans first. 

f 

HONORING ROBLEY REX 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Robley Rex, a remark-
able man with a long history of service to his 
country and to Kentucky. Mr. Rex recently 
celebrated his 106th birthday. 

Mr. Rex was born on May 2, 1901 in Hop-
kinsville, KY. He enlisted in the U.S. Army 
upon his 18th birthday, serving with the 5th In-
fantry from 1919 to 1922. During an assign-
ment in Germany, Mr. Rex witnessed firsthand 
the terrible aftermath of death and destruction 
caused by World War I. A gifted athlete, he 
was also an amateur boxer during his tenure 
in the Army. 

Upon his return to Kentucky, Mr. Rex met 
Ms. Grace Bivens. The couple married April 3, 
1926. Mr. Rex held jobs in a local tool factory 
and a rubber manufacturer before beginning a 
career as a railroad mail clerk for the U.S. 
Postal Department. 

During his 106 years, Robley Rex has per-
sonally lived through many of the historical 
events that have shaped our country and the 
world including two World Wars, women’s suf-
frage, the Great Depression, and the fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe. 

It is my great privilege to honor Mr. Robley 
Rex today, before the entire U.S. House of 
Representatives, for his long life and service 
to our country. May his days continue to be 
filled with enriching experiences, the company 
of friends, and love for family and country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAMANTHA MELVIN 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Ms. Samantha Melvin, a 
teacher at Hunters Creek Elementary School 
in the Seventh Congressional District of Hous-
ton, Texas, who has received a 2006–07 Out-
standing Teaching Award from Humanities 
Texas, the state affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities. Humanities 
Texas issues these awards annually to Texas 
teachers to recognize exemplary contributions 
in teaching, curriculum development and ex-
tracurricular programming. 

Ms. Melvin’s art curriculum sparks students’ 
imaginations while also reinforcing lessons 
learned in other subject areas. In one of her 
major assignments, students develop elabo-
rate, three-dimensional cityscapes that draw 
upon their training in art, social studies, math 
and science. 

Stefanie Roach, Principal at Hunters Creek 
Elementary says of Ms. Melvin: ‘‘She is an 
outstanding educator whose passion for art 
and empowering children are evident in the 
lessons she creates and presents. She chal-
lenges children to see the ‘big picture’ in life 
and to use art as the means in which they can 

influence the world. She is a shining star to 
the profession. Energetic, committed, brilliant.’’ 

Karen Yates, Assistant Principal at Hunters 
Creek Elementary says, ‘‘Samantha Melvin is 
a passionate educator, always looking for 
ways to promote the interest of learning in her 
students. Because of her nurturing personality 
and art instruction, the young artists at Hunt-
ers Creek Elementary take risks and use their 
own creativity to produce a variety of pieces.’’ 

Teresa Henshaw, language arts school im-
provement specialist at Hunters Creek Ele-
mentary says, ‘‘She not only lives a ‘Renais-
sance’ life, but inspires it in others. Samantha 
Melvin encourages children to see the world 
as a whole, that everything is connected to ev-
erything else.’’ 

Humanities Texas Executive Director Mi-
chael L. Gillette says, ‘‘We are pleased to rec-
ognize such an accomplished teacher. Ms. 
Melvin instills the joy of learning in her stu-
dents and motivates them to achieve at high 
levels.’’ 

Madam Speaker, again, I applaud Ms. Mel-
vin for inspiring the children at Hunters Creek 
Elementary and congratulate her on her 
award. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
TIAHRT AMENDMENT VOTE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to respond to the Appropriations Committee 
vote on amending the Tiahrt Amendment. 

Sadly, last week the House Appropriations 
Committee voted 26 to 40 on an amendment 
offered by Congressman PATRICK KENNEDY 
that would have addressed the current restric-
tions on the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and 
Firearms with sharing gun trace data. The limi-
tation, known as the Tiahrt Amendment, which 
prohibits the effective tracing of the ownership 
of weapons, puts handcuffs on illegal gun in-
vestigators all over the country. This vote was 
extremely disappointing. It was a rebuff to all 
Americans, who desperately want guns out of 
the hands of criminals. Once again law abid-
ing Americans were victimized by the political 
pressure of National Rifle Association lobby-
ists. 

Proponents of the Tiahrt Amendment argue 
that removing the restriction is a challenge to 
the Second Amendment. This is just not true; 
the Second Amendment right to bear arms is 
not affected by a more effective means of 
identifying illegal guns. I support removing the 
restriction and I also support the rights of legal 
gun ownership; the key word being legal. 

Tiahrt Amendment supporters stress that 
there are privacy issues involved. That is ab-
solutely true. The privacy of illegal gun dealers 
is being protected. This means they can con-
tinue to sell weapons to criminals and Ameri-
cans will continue to be hurt and killed every 
single day as Congress sits back and watch-
es. 
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HONORING HANAN Y. ‘‘BEAN’’ 

SIBEL 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great honor that I rise before you today 
to honor the outstanding lifetime achievements 
of Hanan Y. ‘‘Bean’’ Sibel, one of Maryland’s 
most successful business leaders and strong-
est community advocates. Hanan Y. ‘‘Bean’’ 
Sibel is an active and respected business and 
civic leader in all walks of life in greater Balti-
more. 

He is the founding chairman of the Mary-
land/Israel Development Center, a nonprofit 
partnership of the state of Maryland, Govern-
ment of Israel and The ASSOCIATED: Jewish 
Community Federation of Baltimore, an orga-
nization that promotes trade and investment 
between Maryland and Israeli businesses. 
Under his leadership, the MIDC became one 
of the most respected US-Israel trade pro-
motion organizations in the country. The MIDC 
was awarded an unprecedented five grants 
exceeding $3.5 million from the bi-govern-
mental US-Israel Science and Technology 
Foundation. 

He also serves on the board of The ASSO-
CIATED. He chaired The ASSOCIATED an-
nual campaign in 1987 and has served on nu-
merous strategic committees and task forces. 
He was also President of Israel Bonds for the 
state of Maryland and Vice President of the 
Jewish National Fund. 

Hanan has been an outstanding leader be-
yond the Jewish Community as well. He is 
Chairman of the Baltimore County Revenue 
Authority. A graduate of the University of 
Maryland School of Law, Bean also serves on 
that school’s Board of Visitors. He also served 
as President of the Signal 13 Foundation and 
the Governor’s Mansion Foundation. Widely 
recognized as an important business leader in 
the state, Bean was a leader in Maryland’s 
food brokerage industry for 45 years. He was 
elected to the Food Hall of Fame of Maryland 
in 2005 and has also served as a Board Mem-
ber of Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Maryland and 
First Mariner Bank. 

Bean and his wife Carole, a community 
leader in her own right and past chairman of 
the board of The ASSOCIATED, have three 
married children, Todd and Amy Sibel, Steve 
and Joyce Sibel and Cara and Jay Cohen, as 
well as seven grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today in honoring Hanan Y. ‘‘Bean’’ Sibel, a 
man whose deep commitment to the business 
community, civic groups and philanthropic or-
ganizations has improved the quality of life for 
thousands of residents of the State of Mary-
land and the State of Israel. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF GENERAL WAYNE 
A. DOWNING 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness that I inform the House of the 
death of General Wayne A. Downing. 

General Downing was born May 10, 1940, 
in Peoria, Illinois, son of Francis Wayne ‘‘Bud’’ 
and Eileen Downing. He graduated from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1962 
with a Bachelor of Science degree. In 1971 he 
received a Master’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration from Tulane University. 

General Downing served with the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade as an infantry officer in Viet-
nam. Later, he served a second combat tour 
in Vietnam with the 25th Infantry Division. 

During the 1989 operation JUST CAUSE in 
Panama, General Downing commanded the 
special operations of all services as a general 
officer. Additionally, during Operation DESERT 
STORM he commanded a joint special oper-
ations task force behind the Iraqi lines. 

General Downing spent time at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., serving as Commanding General, United 
States Army Special Operations Command. 

In May of 1993, General Downing received 
his appointment as Commander in Chief of the 
United States Special Operations Command, 
headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base, Flor-
ida. In this position, he was responsible for the 
readiness of all special operations of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force. In 1996, after 34 
years in service, he retired from the military. 

General Downing was appointed by the 
President soon after his military retirement to 
assess the 1996 attack on the U.S. base at 
Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia. He served on 
the National Commission on Terrorism from 
1999–2000. As Deputy National Security Advi-
sor for combating terrorism, he served the 
White House in 2001. Two years later, Gen-
eral Downing was appointed as the Chairman 
of the Combating Terrorism Center at West 
Point. 

General Downing’s awards and decorations 
include two Distinguished Service Medals, two 
Silver Stars, four Legions of Merit and the Pur-
ple Heart. 

Madam Speaker, General Downing was an 
incredible leader who served our country with 
outstanding dedication. I know the Members of 
the House will join me in extending heartfelt 
condolences to his family: his wife, Kathryn 
Bickerman Downing; two daughters, Elizabeth 
Revell, and Laura Downing; six stepchildren; 
his mother, Eileen Downing; a sister; and four 
grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING JOHN ALLEN OF THE 
TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to John Allen. Mr. 
Allen served with distinction and honor as one 
of the famed Tuskegee Airmen. He was un-
able to make it to Washington this past April 
to receive his Congressional Gold Medal and 
instead will be receiving it this coming Satur-
day in his home State of New Mexico. 

The Tuskegee Airmen participated in more 
than 15,000 sorties on 1,500 missions. A thou-
sand black pilots were trained at Tuskegee, 
and throughout World War II they shot down 
111 German planes and disabled 150 German 
aircraft on the ground. In this same time, 150 
Airmen were lost in battle or training, 66 were 
killed, and 33 were shot down and held as 

prisoners of war. And in one of the most sig-
nificant demonstrations of commitment to mis-
sion, the Tuskegee Airmen did not allow a sin-
gle bomber it protected to be shot down. 
These men showed a prejudiced Nation that 
courage has no color. 

In his eagerness to serve, Mr. Allen exag-
gerated his age and was allowed to enlist in 
the Army. Even though he was younger than 
his fellow recruits, the Army noticed his re-
markable intelligence and recommended he 
join the Air Corps where he was assigned to 
the 332nd Fighter Group. Mr. Allen never saw 
combat, but he did see hate. Despite their 
service, Tuskegee Airmen experienced bigotry 
and discrimination. Once, after eating at a 
whites-only officer’s club, 103 Airmen were ar-
rested and in spite of their clear commitment 
and patriotism, similar episodes marked the 
daily lives of black soldiers. 

Even the timing of this commemoration re-
minds us of the difficult situation the Tuskegee 
Airmen faced. This honor should have been 
given 50 years ago. The failure of this country 
to properly honor these great men in a timely 
fashion speaks volumes about the legacy of 
injustice that made their sacrifice all the more 
remarkable. They fought for a country that 
wouldn’t let them eat with white officers. They 
fought for a country that denied their sacrifice 
and dishonored their service. By honoring 
these men with the Congressional Gold 
Medal, we cannot undo the injustice that they 
have endured, but we can serve notice that 
we will not tolerate further injustice. 

Mr. Allen retired from the Weapons Safety 
Division at Kirtland Air Force Base in 2000. He 
spent his entire career serving his country. I 
wish him a happy retirement and hope that his 
example will continue to inspire each of us to 
serve our Nation and to use our lives to make 
our Nation better. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER J. 
ROBERTS 

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Mr. Christopher J. Roberts, a 
resident of my congressional district in Upstate 
New York. Christopher is the incoming State 
Master Councilor of New York DeMolay. 

DeMolay is a youth organization that devel-
ops leadership skills, civic awareness and per-
sonal responsibility among young men. With 
more than 1,000 chapters worldwide, DeMolay 
combines its serious mission with a fun ap-
proach. The organization was founded in 
1919, and counts among its alumni Bill Clin-
ton, John Wayne, Walter Cronkite and Walt 
Disney. 

It is estimated that the members of New 
York DeMolay contribute over 10,000 hours of 
community service per year. During his tenure 
as State Master Councilor, Christopher will be 
organizing activities, planning social events 
and traveling to other States to talk about the 
work of New York DeMolay. Christopher is the 
first man from Utica to assume the office of 
State Master Councilor in over 20 years. He is 
also only the fourth person in New Yurk to be 
a recipient of the Past Master Councilor’s Mer-
itorious Service Award. 
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Christopher is a sophomore at the State 

University of New York (SUNY) Institute of 
Technology, where he is majoring in Health 
Services Management. He also serves as a 
Senator for SUNY Student Government. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to recognize 
this young man serving my district. As the fa-
ther of two teenagers, I recognize the impor-
tance of organizations like DeMolay that en-
courage young people to get involved in their 
communities. I thank Christopher for his com-
mitment, and would once again like to con-
gratulate him on his election to the position of 
State Master Councilor. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, due to the tragic death of my grand-
mother, Sarah ‘‘Big Mamma’’ Morris, I was un-
able to vote during the week of July 16–July 
20. 

Had I been present I would have voted in 
favor of the Labor-HHS-Education Appropria-
tions bill. The new Democratic-led Congress is 
determined to reverse the Republican pattern 
of disinvestment. Democrats have produced a 
bill that makes college more affordable, helps 
raise the achievement levels of America’s stu-
dents, expands access to health care for the 
uninsured and invests in the skills of Amer-
ica’s workers and in community services. 

In addition, I would have voted against the 
Kline amendment to the Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations bill. This amendment is another 
Republican farse designed to hurt those who 
need help most. The Kline amendment would 
increase funds to the Office of Labor Manage-
ment Standards, an office that has enjoyed 33 
percent increase in resources over the past 
four years and sacrifice funding to the Inter-
national Labor Affairs Bureau. This bureau 
oversees child labor standards abroad to 
make sure that other countries are not using 
children to undercut American manufacturing. 
The sponsor claims that it will help rank and 
file workers from so-called union abuses, but 
in reality, those who support this amendment 
are the same opponents of a minimum wage 
increase. This amendment does not protect 
the American worker and I would have voted 
‘‘no’’. 

I would have also been a part of the 310 
votes for the Energy and Water Appropriations 
bill. The bipartisan Energy and Water bill in-
vests $3 billion—$1 billion more than the 
President’s request—to research global warm-
ing and work on new technologies and renew-
able energy. I hope that it’s sister bill, the 
Water Resources Development Act Reauthor-
ization, will soon become law so that we can 
continue to improve the water infrastructure in 
this nation. 

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 19, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3043) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services; and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Chairwomen, I 
rise in support of the Labor, Health and 
Human Services and Education Appropriations 
bill (H.R. 3043). This legislation makes impor-
tant investments in education, health care and 
vital scientific research. 

‘‘Last November, voters around the country 
called for a change in direction and this bill 
epitomizes the differences in priorities be-
tween the old Republican-led Congress and 
the new Congress. In the past five years, even 
as the cost of attending college skyrocketed, 
the previous Congress raised the maximum 
Pell Grant by only $300. We said we could do 
better, and today we are increasing the Pell 
Grant by $390, more in one year than the Re-
publican-led Congress did in five years. Presi-
dent Bush submitted a budget this year to 
freeze funding for child care and cut funding to 
Head Start by $100 million. We said we could 
do better, and today we are increasing both 
Child Care Block Grants and Head Start by 
$75 million each. 

‘‘Since the inception of No Child Left Be-
hind, it has been underfunded by more than 
$55 billion, and this year the President’s budg-
et proposal fell $14.7 billion short of full fund-
ing. We said we could do better, and today we 
are reversing that trend and increasing the ap-
propriation for No Child Left Behind by $2 bil-
lion, including a $1.5 billion increase for Title 
I. As we work to reauthorize that bill this year, 
I hope that we will continue this positive trend 
and commit to mandatory funding of primary 
and secondary education. 

‘‘I am also pleased that today, for the first 
time since fiscal year 2005, we are increasing 
funding for the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. In 1975, Congress passed 
IDEA to ensure that all students with disabil-
ities receive a free, appropriate public edu-
cation. At that time, Congress made a pledge 
to states—the federal government would pay 
40% of the costs to educate special needs 
students. We have never met that commit-
ment, and in the past several years, the Con-
gress has actually failed to increase funding 
for IDEA at all. This year, the President pro-
posed a cut in these funds. Today, we are in-
creasing IDEA funding by $509 million. While 
this is an excellent start, we must continue to 
work towards keeping our promise to states 
and fully funding IDEA. With that in mind, I 
urge my colleagues to join me to pass the 
EDUCATE Act, which creates a mandatory, 
fiscally responsible path to fully fund IDEA by 
2015. Students and states have waited more 
than 30 years for Congress to fulfill its pledge, 
and we have a responsibility to do so. 

‘‘I am also pleased that in this bill today, we 
are increasing funding for many important 
education programs, including school coun-
seling, afterschool programs, Even Start, 
Teacher training, education technology, and 
advanced placement. By strengthening these 
priorities, and putting the focus back on edu-
cation at all levels, we are opening doors to 
students and increasing our ability as a nation 
to harness the energy, intelligence and ambi-
tion of our young people and keep our country 
in the forefront of discovery and innovation. 

‘‘The bill also addresses the fact that, in re-
cent years, the nation’s health scientists have 
faced shrinking laboratory budgets and dwin-
dling research grants. Important investments 
need to be made today to reverse those 
trends. The House focuses an additional $1 
billion to fund the National Institutes of Health 
to accelerate research discoveries that can 
treat and cure many diseases. 

‘‘In spite of the all of the positives that this 
bill will accomplish, I am concerned about 
what some might consider superficially attrac-
tive but ultimately counterproductive cuts to 
administrative accounts at the Department of 
Education and elsewhere. Federal employees 
work hard to deliver valuable services to our 
nation everyday and simply can’t do their jobs 
without the minimum amount of resources 
necessary. This legislation includes roughly 
$175 million in funding cuts to federal em-
ployee salaries and resources. I’ll be working 
in conference to ensure that our dedicated 
civil servants have the resources they need to 
continue providing their valuable services. 

Madam Chairwoman, I am pleased to sup-
port this legislation which makes the critical in-
vestments needed to address the health, edu-
cation and economic challenges we face.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. FRANK 
BATTLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to Mr. Frank Battle. 
Mr. Battle served the Federal Government for 
35 years prior to his retirement on April 3, 
2007. 

Frank’s distinguished career began in 1973 
as a Management Intern at the Department of 
Defense. His natural ability to navigate the 
complexities of government management and 
years of experience propelled him to senior 
management positions at the Department of 
Justice, the Voice of America, the Food and 
Drug Administration, and the National Labor 
Relations Board. 

I would like to thank Mr. Battle for his dec-
ades of service to the United States, and wish 
him the best of luck in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSLYVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on Thursday, July 19, 2007 my vote 
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on the Amendment by Mr. CAMP of Michigan 
to H.R. 3043, the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2008 (rollcall vote 675) was recorded as a ‘no’ 
vote when I intended to cast a ‘yes’ vote. I 
wish to clarify on the record my support for 
seniors in Pennsylvania and across the Nation 
to access Medicare Advantage plans. 

f 

HONORING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF 
THE PRINCE WILLIAM CHAPTER 
OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virgina. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to the Prince Wil-
liam Chapter of the American Red Cross as it 
celebrates its 90th birthday. 

For ninety years the Prince William Red 
Cross has provided valuable and noble serv-
ice to members of our armed forces and those 
in need. The Prince William Chapter has two 
locations, both in Manassas and Occoquan, 
and has a rich history of faithfully serving their 
community. As a result, they were recognized 
this year as Prince William County’s oldest 
non-profit organization. 

The birth of Prince William County’s Red 
Cross can be traced all the way back to Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson, who signed the organi-
zation’s charter on July 24, 1917. Their charge 
was to support the war effort during World 
War I and their initial campaign raised over 
$2,600 for the war fund. At this time, they also 
began a service aiding the troops overseas by 
mailing out care packages that included hand- 
knit afghans, comfort kits, homemade jams, 
etc. The Prince William Chapter continues this 
tradition today as one of their many services. 
They have sent our troops in Iraq numerous 
packages containing the soldiers’ favorite 
foods, athletic equipment, CD players and cor-
respondence from home. This has all been 
done in an effort to aid our individual soldiers 
and military in every possible way. 

The Red Cross has recently assumed an-
other mission: aiding their community in pre-
paring, responding and recovering from both 
manmade and natural disasters. Last year 
over 477 Prince William County residents suf-
fered losses during home fires. As has be-
come commonplace over the past ninety 
years, the Prince William Red Cross was there 
to support them and provide relief in their time 
of need. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
thank the Prince William Chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross for its ninety years of remark-
able and devoted service to its community and 
to our nation. I call upon my colleagues to join 
me in applauding the Prince William Red 
Cross on this distinguished achievement and 
in wishing them many more years of continued 
success. 

THE COURAGE TO CARE: A TRIB-
UTE TO THE HEROIC ACTS OF 
SIR NICHOLAS WINTON 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the remarkable and heroic acts of 
Sir Nicholas Winton, who personally and by 
his own initiative saved the lives of 669 Jewish 
children from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia 
and brought them across Hitler’s Germany to 
his native Great Britain. He is an immensely 
compelling symbol of how the caring of one 
man can truly make a difference while con-
fronting evil on a personal level. Sir Winton 
said it best himself in a letter he wrote in 
1939, ‘‘. . . There is a difference between 
passive goodness and active goodness. The 
latter is, in my opinion, the giving of one’s time 
and energy in the alleviation of pain and suf-
fering. It entails going out, finding and helping 
those who are suffering and in danger and not 
merely in leading an exemplary life, in a purely 
passive way of doing no wrong.’’ 

Nicholas Winton was guided by intuition and 
character. He understood the upcoming dan-
ger and realized the importance of acting fast. 
Having made many business trips to Germany 
in previous years, Winton saw Jews being ar-
rested, harassed and beaten. Thousands of 
Jews fled to as-yet unoccupied Czecho-
slovakia, especially to Prague. Many settled 
into refugee camps in appalling conditions in 
the midst of winter. Near Prague Winton vis-
ited the freezing refugee camps. His visit 
deeply affected him and he felt the need for 
taking action. 

He gathered information from parents who 
wanted their children out and then pleaded to 
countries all over the world to take them in. 
He also personally raised the funds to pay for 
the operation and continued his important 
struggle even though no countries except 
Sweden and the United Kingdom were willing 
to take the children in. Further, the media re-
fused to deal with the tragedy about to unfold. 
The first 20 of ‘‘Winton’s children’’ left Prague 
of March 14, 1939 and Hitler’s troops overran 
all of Czechoslovakia the very next day. By 
the time World War II broke out on September 
1, 1939, the rescue effort had transported 669 
children out of the country. 

I commend Nicholas Winton for his courage, 
compassion and foresight, for his willingness 
to stand up for what he believed was right in 
the face of indifference and to accept respon-
sibility for being his brother’s keeper. He has 
shown remarkable leadership, courage and 
ability of taking action when facing evil. Being 
a humble man who kept quiet about his heroic 
achievements for over 50 years, and without 
aspirations of being called a hero, he truly has 
shown complete selflessness and devotion to 
others. I also congratulate Sir Nicholas’ small 
group of volunteers who helped him, not only 
for saving hundreds of lives but also for saving 
our faith in humanity. 

As time goes by, the values for which Sir 
Nicholas Winton fought have increasingly pen-
etrated the consciousness of the world. The 
children, grandchildren and great-grand chil-
dren of those he saved will go on to establish 
a world where human rights and decency are 
the priorities of civilized society. This is the 

meaning of Winton’s legacy to us and the 
meaning of our struggle for human rights 
around the world. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MAPLEWOOD, MIN-
NESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor Maplewood, 
Minnesota’s 50th anniversary. 

While the city was incorporated 50 years 
ago, the more complete history of Maplewood 
began more than 150 years ago. According to 
the Maplewood Area Historical Society, 
Maplewood’s original residents were members 
of a Dakota tribe who were drawn to the lush 
land, lakes and wetlands. 

In 1850, a group of families including the 
Bells, Caseys, Conlins, and the Vincents 
moved from Saint Paul to settle along an old 
Indian trail which is now Hazelwood Street in 
Maplewood. In 1858, this area became part of 
New Canada Township. 

Nearly 30 years later, a town site was 
planned at the junction of the Wisconsin Cen-
tral Railroad line and the Saint Paul and Du-
luth Railroad that was to ‘‘rival Saint Paul.’’ In 
1886, Mr. William Dawson and his wife, Mary, 
platted out this village that they called Glad-
stone in honor of Mr. William Gladstone, a 
popular British statesman. For a time, the little 
village thrived and employed 1,000 workers. 
However, this area suffered from a series, of 
setbacks such as a fire which destroyed a 
major business, and which ultimately led to 
less activity in the area. 

One business which was very successful, 
was a stagecoach line that ran along what is 
now Edgerton Street. The line began in 1856 
and cost $10 for a trip from Saint Paul to Du-
luth. The line remained in service until the first 
railroad was built to Duluth in 1870. 

After World War II, the housing boom began 
as veterans took advantage of the GI Bill’s 
home loan guaranty. Developments sprung up 
around Wakefield Lake people continued to be 
attracted to the area. Residents soon came to-
gether to seek improved services including 
sewer, water and better roads. 

On February 26, 1957, in a vote of 5 to 1 
New Canada Township officially incorporated 
into the Village of Maplewood. Upon hearing 
the new name Mr. Warren Berger went out to 
his backyard and traced a maple leaf that be-
came the village logo. By the 1970’s, the Vil-
lage of Maplewood became the City of Maple-
wood and adopted the Council-Manager form 
of government which it continues today. 

Today, Maplewood is home to many major 
businesses and hospitals as well as the widely 
known 3M Corporation headquarters. The 
people of Maplewood are proud of their parks 
and open spaces. Maplewood has become a 
leader in land conservation by protecting open 
spaces and planting rainwater gardens to help 
improve water quality. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of the rich history 
of Maplewood, Minnesota and the events cele-
brating it, I am pleased to submit this state-
ment for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD recog-
nizing Maplewood’s 50th anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF UKRAINE 

ELECTIONS RESOLUTION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
as Chairman of the Helsinki Commission I rise 
to introduce a concurrent resolution which ad-
dresses the current political uncertainty in 
Ukraine, a country of strategic importance to 
the United States. My resolution urges all 
sides to abide by the agreement signed by 
Ukraine’s leadership on May 27th, providing 
for a new round of parliamentary elections to 
be held on September 30th, and encouraging 
the holding of these elections in a free, fair 
and transparent manner in keeping with 
Ukraine’s commitments as a participating 
State of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe. 

I have just returned from Ukraine which 
hosted the 16th annual Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the OSCE. While in Kyiv, I met with 
President Yushchenko and other prominent 
Ukrainian officials. My colleagues and I re-
ceived assurances from Kyiv that Ukraine 
would not backtrack on the path to political re-
form and good governance. 

Ukraine’s current political conflict is the re-
sult of the ongoing power struggle that Presi-
dent Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovich have been engaged in 
since Yanukovich became Prime Minister last 
August. Rooted in hastily conceived constitu-
tional reforms, the ongoing power struggle 
threatens to undermine Ukraine’s hard-fought 
and substantial democratic gains, especially 
those won since the 2004 Orange Revolution. 

On April 2nd, President Yushchenko issued 
a decree dissolving the Verkhovna Rada, the 
Ukrainian parliament, asserting that the Prime 
Minister was attempting to monopolize power 
by forming a veto-proof parliamentary majority 
through illegal means, and called for new par-
liamentary elections. The parliament refused 
to disband and questioned the legality of the 
presidential decree. After several weeks of 
tension and standoff, violence was averted 
and an agreement was reached: President 
Yushchenko, Prime Minister Yanukovich and 
Parliamentary Speaker Moroz came together 
in support of holding pre-term parliamentary 
elections at the end of September. 

Madam Speaker, it is important to recognize 
that Ukraine has made genuine democratic 
gains since the Orange Revolution. The De-
cember 2004 presidential vote was hailed as 
a stirring example of the triumph of peaceful 
protest and democratic ideals. Just over a 
year ago, as head of the OSCE-led Inter-
national Election Observation Mission to 
Ukraine, I was pleased to declare that coun-
try’s parliamentary elections were also free 
and fair. I am pleased that Ukraine has once 
again invited the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly to observe the September 30 elections. 
Moreover, Ukraine for the last two years has 
been designated by Freedom House as a 
‘‘free’’ country, in contrast to the ‘‘partly free’’ 
assessment it held during its first 13 years of 
independence. 

Nevertheless, democratic institutions and 
the rule of law in Ukraine are still emerging 
and lacking in their ability to safeguard demo-
cratic gains. It is this fragility, especially the 

lack of constitutional clarity in delineating the 
separation of powers that made it possible for 
the power struggle to ripen into a full-blown 
political crisis in recent months. However, it is 
heartening to see that more serious turmoil 
was averted through careful and constructive 
dialogue and capped by an agreement involv-
ing the country’s leading political figures. 

First and foremost, my resolution calls for 
the leadership and political parties of Ukraine 
to abide by the May 27th agreement and con-
duct elections as scheduled for September 
30th. The dispute between the president and 
prime minister must be resolved in a manner 
consistent with Ukraine’s democratic values 
and national interest, and in keeping with its 
OSCE commitments. 

Madam Speaker, prolonged political uncer-
tainties regarding the government’s delineation 
of powers is clearly not in Ukraine’s interest, 
and that nation’s political leaders need to 
stand together in support of free, fair and 
transparent elections as a way out of the cur-
rent impasse. While democratic elections will 
not, in and of themselves, resolve all of the 
challenges facing Ukraine in strengthening the 
rule of law and delineating power among the 
branches of government, they are a critical 
stepping-stone in Ukraine’s democratic con-
solidation and should serve as a further testa-
ment of Ukraine’s commitment to a democratic 
future. 

As this resolution underscores, Congress 
has been a staunch supporter of the develop-
ment of democracy and respect for human 
rights and the rule of law in Ukraine since the 
restoration of that nation’s independence in 
1991. The consolidation of democracy and the 
rule of law in Ukraine will further strengthen 
that country’s independence and sovereignty, 
enhancing Ukraine’s aspirations for full inte-
gration with the West and serving as a posi-
tive model for other former Soviet countries. I 
urge my colleagues to support this timely res-
olution as a demonstration of Congress’s inter-
est, concern, and support for the Ukrainian 
people. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ 
LAYHER OF HAYS, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to express my admiration of a 
Kansan’s life—a life filled with honor and serv-
ice to country, community and family. Mr. Rob-
ert ‘‘Bob’’ Layher of Hays, Kansas, a member 
of the ‘‘Greatest Generation,’’ lived life with in-
tegrity, passion and enthusiasm. 

Like so many young Americans of his gen-
eration, Bob put country before self and joined 
the U.S. military. Bob proudly fought for free-
dom during World War II, though he began 
serving prior to the start of the war. He was 
among those who resigned their U.S. military 
positions in order to volunteer for a covert op-
eration with the Chinese Air Force before the 
U.S. entered the war. For his service in China 
as a member of The Flying Tigers, Bob was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Bob’s dedication to those he served with 
and his presentation of their memories was 
unsurpassed. While the history and service of 

The Flying Tigers is well known in China, few 
in our country know about the courage and 
heroism of these men. Bob took a lead role in 
making certain that his community knew about 
The Flying Tiger’s mission of protecting Chi-
na’s important Burma Road from Japanese at-
tacks. 

He was also involved in national education 
of The Flying Tigers. Appearing in stories and 
presenting at schools, he shared the history of 
this brave group of volunteers. During trips 
back to the area where they were stationed, 
members of The Flying Tigers found the need 
for education about their group was much less 
necessary in China. The idea that Americans 
would volunteer to defend another country all 
for the sake of freedom made a great impres-
sion on the Chinese. 

While Bob was born and raised outside of 
Kansas, our State was lucky to have him set-
tle here and begin farming after his military 
service. Bob was born in Dallas, Oregon, on 
September 3, 1916. He graduated from the 
University of Colorado where he also met his 
wife, Marian. In 1941, 4 days before he left for 
China, he and Marian were secretly married. 
This was also the same day as his birthday, 
so this way Bob would never forget their anni-
versary. 

A very involved member of his community, 
Bob participated in several civic groups. After 
he moved to Hays in 1952, Bob became a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church and 
the Order of the Eastern Star. He was also a 
member of the ISIS Shrine and the Masonic 
Lodge in Salina. 

Most important to Bob was his family. Over 
the course of their 65 years of marriage, he 
and his wife were committed parents and 
grandparents. Bob’s son, R.F. ‘‘Bobby’’ Layher 
Jr., followed in his father’s footsteps and 
served as a pilot with United States Marine 
Corps. Even though Bobby went on to be a ci-
vilian pilot with Federal Express for 29 years, 
Bob and his son were still able to fulfill their 
dream of farming together. 

In the many important roles Bob filled in his 
life, he served out of a sense of duty and not 
out of selfish ambition. He helped make his 
community better and his nation safer. I join 
his many friends and admirers in paying trib-
ute to a great man. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to Marian and her family during this 
time of loss. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SHOREVIEW, MIN-
NESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize the 50th an-
niversary of the city of Shoreview, Minnesota. 

The area that is currently Shoreview served 
as home for members of Dakota and Ojibwe 
tribes more than 150 years ago. The abundant 
lakes and wetlands that attracted these first 
Americans still bring people to this beautiful 
community. 

In 1850, Mr. Socrates A. Thompson ven-
tured from Saint Paul in search of a good 
place to farm, settling in what is now part of 
Shoreview. Following Mr. Thompson, families 
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from other parts of the United States such as 
Vermont, Virginia, Illinois and New York 
moved in to begin farming the land there as 
well. This area also attracted people from 
other parts of the world including England, 
Germany, Ireland, and Switzerland. 

On April 23, 1957, with a population of 
5,231, area residents voted to incorporate as 
the Village of Shoreview. During the 1970s 
and 1980s Shoreview experienced rapid 
growth. In the 1990s, the city matured as less 
land was available for development. City plan-
ning has shifted from new development to 
infill, redevelopment and preserving its natural 
habitat. 

Fifty years after incorporation, Shoreview 
has grown into a large suburb. It is a thriving 
community that is home to quiet neighbor-
hoods, small businesses, excellent schools, 
and expansive wetlands, trails, parks and 
lakes. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of the history of 
Shoreview, Minnesota and the events cele-
brating it, I am pleased to submit this state-
ment for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD recog-
nizing Shoreview’s 50th anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS STEVEN A. DAVIS 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Private First 
Class Steven A. Davis and to recognize his 
service to our nation. 

PFC Davis was a true patriot who served 
his country with honor. Throughout his life he 
selflessly dedicated himself to his fellow sol-
diers, family and friends, and to our country. 

His family moved to Woodbridge, Virginia, in 
2001. Before joining the Army, PFC Davis 
worked in a fast food restaurant to try and pay 
for college. Yearning to serve his country, he 
enlisted in the Army in September 2005, and 
began his first deployment shortly thereafter. 
PFC Davis was assigned to C Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division, Fort Carson, Colorado. Tragically, he 
was killed on July 4, 2007, after sustaining in-
juries from grenades detonated near his 
mounted patrol. He was honored with the Pur-
ple Heart and Bronze Star prior to his death. 

PFC Davis is survived by his parents Guy 
and Tess, his wife Ayla and their one-year-old 
daughter Elizabeth, and his brother Specialist 
Chris Davis, who is also a soldier currently de-
ployed to Iraq. His mother, Tess, is working in 
Iraq as a paramedic, and his grandfather is 
working there as a mechanic. His father, Buck, 
is also an Army veteran. 

Words cannot express the gratitude we feel 
to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our nation; it is a debt that can never be 
repaid. I recognize that words are of little com-
fort for the family and friends of PFC Davis, 
who are truly suffering in the wake of the loss 
of this intelligent and dedicated man. I hope 
they will take some solace in I knowing that 
we will never forget PFC Davis and the tre-
mendous sacrifice he made while defending 
our country. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
honor the memory of Private First Class Ste-

ven A. Davis. I call upon my colleagues to re-
member him as a man who gave his life pro-
tecting the American people. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF MISS 
JOELLA GALE MURRAY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, today, I am happy to congratulate 
Joseph and Kathryn Murray of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the birth of their beautiful baby girl. 
Joella ‘‘Ella’’ Gale Murray was born on Thurs-
day, June 21, 2007, at 1:03 pm weighing 7 
pounds 4 ounces and measuring 19 inches 
long. Ella has been born into a loving home, 
where she will be raised by parents who are 
devoted to her well-being and bright future. 
Her birth is a blessing. 

f 

PASSING OF GENNADI KRYUCHKOV 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
on July 14, 2007, the Russian Federation lost 
one of its great leaders, although I am certain 
he would steadfastly reject such a character-
ization of himself. 

He certainly wasn’t a famous political figure, 
or a wealthy philanthropist, or a brilliant sci-
entist, and his name was rarely found on the 
pages of the major media. Gennadi 
Kryuchkov’s leadership was in the spiritual 
realm. He was a courageous and principled 
leader of the unregistered Evangelical Baptist 
Church in the Soviet Union in the days when 
merely sharing one’s religious faith with a 
neighbor could lead to a ‘‘discussion’’ at the 
local police station or the feared KGB office, 
and actively preaching the Gospel without per-
mission from the government was usually 
good for a ticket to one of the many forced 
labor camps that comprised the infamous 
Gulag. 

Born in 1926, Gennadi Kryuchkov came to 
faith in 1951, and became active in an unreg-
istered congregation of Baptist believers. In 
1960, when he felt the officially registered 
Baptist organization had too deeply com-
promised itself with Soviet authorities by sub-
mitting to repressive new regulations, he be-
came one of the leaders of the Initsiativniki, 
the unregistered and essentially underground 
network of congregations that defied Caesar’s 
intrusion into the spiritual realm. Gennadi 
Kryuchkov became president of the under-
ground church council and the late Georgi 
Vins was chosen as secretary. In May 1965, 
Pastor Kryuchkov and Pastor Vins led an 
open march on Communist Party head-
quarters in Moscow to protest government re-
strictions on believers in the Soviet Union. 

According to church council statistics, by 
1972 the unregistered or ‘‘reform’’ Baptist 
church numbered around 450 congregations 
and 18,000 members. Another reputable 
source reported in the mid-1980s that there 
were 2,000 reform Baptist congregations with 
approximately 70,000 adult members. 

I would add parenthetically that in April 1979 
Georgi Vins and four other Soviet dissidents 
were expelled from the Soviet Union in ex-
change for two convicted Soviet spies. In Au-
gust 1985, the Helsinki Commission, of which 
I am honored to serve currently as Chairman, 
heard Pastor Vins’ dramatic testimony on the 
plight of the unregistered Baptist church at 
Congressional hearings in Buffalo, New York, 
devoted to the subject of Soviet forced labor 
practices. 

Meanwhile, as a result of his determination 
to preserve the freedom to worship without 
state interference, Pastor Kryuchkov was ar-
rested and sentenced to three years in labor 
camp from 1966 to 1969. In 1970, under 
threat of continued persecution, he went into 
hiding and spent 20 years working under-
ground, preaching to fellow believers in clan-
destine gatherings, publishing ‘‘illegal’’ reli-
gious literature, and staying one step ahead of 
the KGB. 

Only when the chains of religious repression 
in the Soviet Union were cast off as a result 
of the new thinking that characterized the gov-
ernment of Communist Party General Sec-
retary Mikhail Gorbachev, was Pastor 
Kryuchkov able to emerge from the shadows 
and return to his family and loved ones in the 
Tula Oblast, still fervently preaching the Scrip-
tures and standing fast for separation of 
church and state. 

Madam Speaker, like the Soviet Union itself, 
the days of cruel religious persecution and mil-
itant atheism in Russia are pretty much a thing 
of the past. But let us not forget the courage 
and persistence of church leaders like 
Gennadi Kryuchkov, who, like the ‘‘Remnant’’ 
of Old Testament times, kept the flame of faith 
of burning during the dark days of persecution. 

f 

HONORING MR. PETE DLABAL OF 
ELLSWORTH, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to express my respect and high 
regard for a Kansan who is truly a member of 
‘‘the Greatest Generation’’—Mr. Pete Dlabal of 
Ellsworth. The time has come to recognize 
this man who has served his community and 
country while remaining devoted to his family. 

Mr. Dlabal was born to a family that in-
cluded nine brothers and sisters in one of the 
fine small towns I have the privilege of rep-
resenting, Wilson, Kansas. Following his grad-
uation from Wilson High School and the Wich-
ita Business School, he joined the millions of 
other selfless young men of his generation 
and enlisted in the United States Army. After 
serving in the Army for four and a half years 
during World War II, he returned to Ellsworth 
County, Kansas. 

Upon returning home, his service to his 
community continued, serving as the county 
treasurer for two years. He then began his 
tenure at the Ellsworth County Farmers Co- 
operative Union in 1949. In this position he 
would remain for 31 years, including 24 years 
as General Manager. In honor of his dedica-
tion and leadership, Mr. Dlabal was one of 
only four individuals inducted into the Kansas 
Cooperative Hall of Fame this past March. 
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It is no small task to manage a farmer’s co-

operative in Kansas. Long days and an unpre-
dictable harvest can make the job a thankless 
one. Agriculture is the backbone of the Kan-
sas economy. And Ellsworth County is square-
ly settled in the heart of farm country, bor-
dered on all sides by the vast fields and pas-
tures that make my state the breadbasket of 
America. 

While employed at the Ellsworth Co-opera-
tive, Mr. Dlabal also took time to serve his 
community by volunteering in several civic or-
ganizations. Throughout his career he was a 
part of the Ellsworth County Commission, Ells-
worth School board, Ellsworth Library board, 
FFA Advisory board, and the Knights of Co-
lumbus. In his industry, he served on the 
boards of the Farmers Union Jobbing Associa-
tion, the Co-operative Marketing Association, 
the Farmers Marketing Company and the Kan-
sas Farmers Service Association. 

Mr. Dlabal exemplifies what a community 
leader is all about. However, his most impor-
tant role has been as husband to Lillian for 58 
years and father to Joan, Deborah, Angie and 
Pam. Through his role as a father, grand-
father, and great-grandfather, Mr. Dlabal pro-
vides an example by living his own life through 
a set of high personal standards. He would 
not settle for doing anything that bent any 
rules; anything other than honesty was com-
pletely unacceptable to him. 

Madam Speaker, this man has made Kan-
sas a better place to live through his devotion 
as a community leader and family man. Mr. 
Pete Dlabal not only served in our military, but 
served the agriculture industry and farmers of 
central Kansas. Although he has made an im-
measurable impact through his professional 
and personal life, he remains a humble indi-
vidual. Today we take a moment to simply say 
‘‘thank you’’ and wish him well in a much-de-
served retirement. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS, 
MINNESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor Vadnais 
Heights, Minnesota’s 50th anniversary. 

The history of Vadnais Heights began with 
many French Canadian families first settling 
the area. Families including the Bibeau, 
Garceau, Morrisette, and Vadnais families ar-
rived in the 1840’s. The city’s namesake, Mr. 
Jean Vadnais, and his family mad their home 
in 1846 on the southeast side of the lake that 
became known as Vadnais Lake. In 1858, the 
same year that Minnesota became a state, 
this area became part of White Bear Town-
ship. 

On July 23, 1957, with a population of ap-
proximately 2,000, area residents voted to in-
corporate as the Village of Vadnais Heights. 
Within a month, on August 20th, residents 
elected the new village’s first officials. In 1974, 
the village became the City of Vadnais 
Heights and adopted the Council-Manager 
form of government which it continues today. 

Vadnais Heights is home to a treasured 
scenic and recreational area—Vadnais-Sucker 

Lake Regional Park. This beautiful park fea-
tures 1,200 acres of wetlands, woods, trails, 
and lakes. In addition, there are more than 
100 acres of park land in Vadnais Heights. 

Since its incorporation 50 years ago, the 
City has grown from a small, farming commu-
nity to a lively suburban community with 
strong neighborhoods, prosperous businesses, 
and abundant open spaces. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of the vibrant his-
tory of Vadnais Heights, Minnesota and the 
events celebrating it, I am pleased to submit 
this statement for the Congressional Record 
recognizing Vadnais Heights’ 50th anniver-
sary. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENHANCED 
METHAMPHETAMINE TREAT-
MENT GRANTS ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, battling the 
meth epidemic is one of my top priorities here 
in Congress. Last year we passed the Combat 
Methamphetamine Epidemic Act and I was 
pleased that the legislation included several 
important international meth precursor controls 
that I drafted. We’ve made good progress with 
controlling the supply of meth precursors and 
other enforcement issues, but so far treatment 
issues have been largely neglected. 

This is why I am introducing the Enhanced 
Methamphetamine Treatment Grants Assist-
ance Act. My legislation will create three sepa-
rate grant programs under SAMHSA, each 
one targeted at a particular treatment need. 

The first grant program will award grants to 
community organizations to coordinate wrap- 
around services for meth addicts rejoining the 
community. I’ve heard over and over again 
just how important these wrap-around services 
are, like housing and transportation assist-
ance, job training and ongoing mental health 
counseling. Meth treatment does not end 
when an addict leaves a treatment facility. 
They need comprehensive services that will 
help keep them off meth and rebuild their 
lives, which is why my bill will help commu-
nities build a network of these vital wrap- 
around services. 

The second grant program is an expansion 
of the existing substance abuse treatment pro-
gram for pregnant and postpartum women to 
include all parents. Priority will still be given to 
those pregnant and postpartum women, but 
we’re also going to make sure that parents 
can get treatment too so that they can get 
clean and keep their children out of the foster 
care system. 

Finally, the third grant program will target 
those addicts who actively seek treatment, 
only to find out that they will have to wait 
months before a bed will be available to them. 
My legislation directs grant money to treat-
ment programs that are going to target the 
people who just can’t get treatment, no matter 
how badly they want it, so they don’t have to 
go through the criminal justice system to re-
ceive help. 

I am committed to expanding treatment re-
sources so providers have the resources to 
reach more people and addicts can get the 
help they need. I urge my colleagues to join 

me in this goal and to support the Enhanced 
Methamphetamine Treatment Grants Assist-
ance Act. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CRYSTLE STEWART, 
MISS TEXAS USA 2008 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, I come to 
the floor today to commemorate the accom-
plishment of one of my most remarkable con-
stituents: Crystle Stewart. Formally Miss Fort 
Bend County, Crystle was recently crowned 
Miss Texas USA. 

I am very proud that for the second year in 
a row a resident of the 22nd District has worn 
the Miss Texas USA crown. These successes 
prove true what I’ve known for quite some 
time—my district is home to the most intel-
ligent, sophisticated and talented women in 
the country. 

I commend Crystle not only because she 
brings a great deal of pride to Fort Bend, but 
because she truly is a role model for young 
women throughout Texas. Crystle bested 121 
other contestants in this year’s pageant, and is 
also only the second African-American woman 
to win Miss Texas USA, and the first in more 
than a decade. 

Her triumph is a milestone, to be sure, but 
it is also a study in perseverance. Finishing as 
runner-up in both 2006 and 2007 and third 
runner up in 2005, Crystle never lost sight of 
her goal. Most importantly, Crystle is also a 
disciplined student. Throughout years of pag-
eants and modeling, she has remained dedi-
cated to her academic career, and is a hard-
working student of consumer science and 
merchandising at the University of Houston. 

I congratulate Crystle. She is a young 
woman with a very bright future ahead of her, 
and I know she will honor our great State at 
the Miss USA contest and beyond. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO POLICE OFFICER 
RUSSEL TIMOSHENKO 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, just over 
a week ago, the city of New York lost one of 
Its brave heroes. Police officer Russel Timo-
shenko of Staten Island was murdered in cold 
blood by a career criminal during what should 
have been a routine traffic stop in Brooklyn. 
He was only 23. 

Officer Timoshenko was also a constituent 
of mine, and his death reminds us how pre-
cious life is . . . and how it can be stolen from 
us in an instant. 

Officer Timoshenko embodied the American 
dream. He was born and raised in the former 
Soviet republic Belarus. His parents, Tatyana 
and Leonid, brought him to this country as a 
young boy in 1993 to give him a better life. 
They didn’t speak English and arrived with al-
most nothing—all for their son. Russel grew 
up in Staten Island and, ultimately, chose to 
give back to the city he loved so much. He 
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joined the New York City Police Department 
just over a year and a half ago. 

Much has been said about this brave young 
man. His friends and family have told us what 
an amazing person he was and how much he 
meant to them. But it is the words of his moth-
er that speak volumes about Officer Timo-
shenko. So tonight, I wish to enter into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD what Tatyana Timo-
shenko said about a proud American . . . a 
hero police officer . . . her beloved son. 

Speaking of their decision to immigrate to 
the United States: ‘‘I felt my child would have 
better opportunities here and a safer life. We 
were looking for a better life for our son . . . 
We wouldn’t move just for us. We didn’t speak 
English. We came here with nothing but six 
bags—two each . . . Do I regret it? A little, 
but at the same time, would he be the same 
person he is today if we didn’t leave? I don’t 
know . . . I know he was happy here.’’ 

Of the kind of person that her son was dur-
ing his short life: ‘‘He never walked the stairs, 
he just flew up, skipping a step . . . And this 
flying, his steps, I can’t forget them, I still hear 
them. I still can’t believe it . . . He was truly 
unique. I want him to be remembered as a 
jolly, funny, kind boy. He was a leader and a 
hero.’’ 

Remembering the day her son became a 
member of the New York City Police Depart-
ment: ‘‘We ordered sushi. It was a real holiday 
for him . . . He was really proud. I wanted 
him to be happy in life. He went to the acad-
emy, and I didn’t want him to, but it made him 
happy.’’ 

And finally on the passing of her son: ‘‘I’m 
happy that we had such a miraculous child. 
That he died, it struck me in the heart, but 
there is nothing we can do now.’’ 

For Russel Timoshenko, his life was lost 
much too early. I offer my condolences to the 
Timoshenko family. My words cannot possibly 
ease your suffering or bring light to these dark 
days, but I want you to know that we grieve 
with your family . . . say a prayer for healing 
. . . honor Russel and his service to New 
York . . . and thank you for raising a young 
man of immense character and integrity. 

f 

FISCAL YEAR 2008 INTERIOR AND 
ENVIRONMENT APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to express my strong 
support for H.R. 2643, the Fiscal Year 2008 
Interior and Environment Appropriations bill. 
For the first time in years, the House is invest-
ing the resources needed to improve air and 
water quality, protect our pristine natural land-
scapes and historic structures, manage 
wildfires appropriately, and increase services 
for visitors to national parks, refuges and for-
ests. 

H.R. 2643 provides $2,5 billion for our Na-
tional Parks—$223 million above 2007 levels 
and $148 million above the President’s re-
quest. This impressive commitment reverses 
years of chronic underfunding that has signifi-
cantly weakened the system and represents a 
major step toward upgrading our parks in time 

for the centennial anniversary of the National 
Park Service in 2016. The bill also renews 
America’s support for the National Endow-
ments for the Arts and the Humanities by in-
cluding $160 million for each program in Fiscal 
Year 2008. Significant increases over current 
funding levels will help arts and humanities 
programming across the country recover from 
a decade of deep cuts. 

In addition, I am very pleased the bill in-
cludes funding for critically important U.S. For-
est Service International Programs. The U.S. 
Forest Service International Programs promote 
sustainable forest management in countries 
around the world and return important tech-
nologies and innovations to the United States. 
H.R. 2643 includes $8 million to support For-
est Service efforts abroad—a much-needed 
$1.1 million increase over the current level of 
funding. 

The hard work of Forest Service profes-
sionals abroad is not a luxury: it is essential to 
the mission of the Forest Service. These Inter-
national Programs support vital national prior-
ities that matter to our constituents, including 
federal efforts to combat global climate 
change; strengthen the U.S. timber industry 
and fight illegal logging; protect North Amer-
ican migratory bird habitat; stop invasive spe-
cies before they enter the U.S.; and improve 
America’s global image by working in close 
partnership with Israel, Lebanon, Jordan, Indo-
nesia, Mexico, Liberia and many other key 
U.S. partners. 

America’s forests are part of a global forest 
ecosystem. Protecting and sustaining a 
healthy forest system in the U.S. requires the 
Forest Service to work with scientists and land 
managers in countries around the world. Con-
sider the fight against invasive species. One 
invasive species alone—the Asian Longhorn 
Beetle—threatens to inflict losses up to $138 
billion on the U.S. economy. By investing in 
efforts to identify and suppress invasive spe-
cies abroad, we can save the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars needed to deal with a wide-
spread infestation in America. In addition to 
saving taxpayers money, Forest Service Inter-
national programs leverage private funds from 
groups including Ducks Unlimited and the Na-
ture Conservancy. 

Madam Speaker, this bill represents the val-
ues and priorities of the American people, 
from honoring our obligations to Native Amer-
ican communities to making critical invest-
ments in drinking water infrastructure. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting the 
Fiscal Year 2008 Interior and Environment Ap-
propriations bill. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF PAUL M. 
WELLS, SR. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember Paul M. Wells, Sr. for a life 
dedicated to his family, country, faith, and fel-
low brothers and sisters. Paul passed away 
July 13, but the mark he left on the Cleveland 
community will endure. 

Paul has always demonstrated a commit-
ment to serving others. After completing his 
service to our country in the United States 

Army, Paul returned to Cleveland and started 
his career in public service, working for the 
City of Cleveland in the Division of Streets. As 
his career progressed, Paul sought more op-
portunities to serve. He became a union stew-
ard in an effort to improve working conditions 
and protect his fellow brothers and sisters. 
Paul eventually was elected Local 1099 Presi-
dent in 1971, a post he held for over 25 years. 
Over the course of his career, Paul spear-
headed numerous efforts that led to historic 
gains for union workers. 

Paul’s faith guided him throughout his life. 
Paul is reunited in faith with his high school 
sweetheart, Nita Ruth Murray, to whom he 
was married for over 50 years. He is survived 
by his four children Pauletta; Constance; Paul, 
Jr.; and Eric, as well as seven grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembering Paul M. Wells, Sr., for a 
life spent in service to his community. Paul 
seized every opportunity to improve the lives 
of others. May we all follow his example. 

f 

COMMENDING MR. PINKY KRAVITZ 
ON 50 YEARS OF RADIO BROAD-
CASTS AND HIS OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Mr. Pinky Kravitz on his 
long and distinguished service to his commu-
nity, and congratulate him on 50 years as an 
on-air radio talk show host in Atlantic City. 

Starting his career on WLDB 1490AM and 
airing weekdays during the mid-afternoon, his 
first show was called ‘‘Pinky’s Pool Party.’’ 
Three years later, Pinky would move to his 
current home on WOND 1400AM, where for 
the last 47 years he has hosted his talk show 
at various times and locations across Atlantic 
County. For the past 28 years, he has broad-
cast live from Atlantic City’s famed casinos in-
cluding the Hilton, which is the current home 
of ‘‘Pinky’s Corner.’’ 

A respected radio personality and dedicated 
community servant, Pinky has interviewed all 
of New Jersey’s governors since 1974, all of 
the state’s sitting U.S. Senators for the past 
35 years, and myself on countless occa-
sions—always with class and character. With-
out question, Pinky is an institution in southern 
New Jersey. On behalf of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the residents of New Jersey, 
I would like to personally congratulate Mr. 
Pinky Kravitz who has entertained and in-
formed his faithful listeners for five decades. 

f 

DEMOCRACY IN INDIA 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
as many of our colleagues in this House 
know, India prides itself on being the world’s 
most populous democracy. Although relations 
between India and the United States have 
been rocky in the past, since 2004 Wash-
ington and New Delhi have been pursuing a 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:13 Jul 24, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23JY8.032 E23JYPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1599 July 23, 2007 
‘‘strategic partnership’’ based on shared val-
ues such as democracy, multiculturalism, and 
rule of law. In addition, numerous economic, 
security and globally focused initiatives, includ-
ing plans for ‘‘full civilian nuclear energy co-
operation,’’ are currently underway. I support 
these initiatives but I remain deeply concerned 
about the numerous serious problems that re-
main when it comes to India’s respect for the 
rights of all of her citizens. 

In fact, according to the Department of 
State’s 2006 Human Rights Report for India: 
‘‘Major problems included extrajudicial killings 
of persons in custody, disappearances, torture 
and rape by police and security forces. The 
lack of accountability permeated the govern-
ment and security forces, creating an atmos-
phere in which human rights violations often 
went unpunished. Although the country has 
numerous laws protecting human rights, en-
forcement was lax and convictions were rare.’’ 

Again, these are not my words; this is from 
the State Department’s official report on 
Human Rights. I firmly believe that as the 
United States and India move towards greater 
cooperation in numerous endeavors we must 
at the same time continue to insist that India 
adhere to the full expression of democracy 
and basic human rights; especially for mem-
bers of ethnic or religious minorities. 

For example, according to reports, on April 
20, 2006, Sikh activist Daljit Singh Bittu was 
arrested after making a speech. He was 
charged with sedition and ‘‘making inflam-
matory speeches.’’ Mr. Bittu’s crime was to 
speak out against the acquisition of the land of 
poor farmers by the State of Punjab on behalf 
of private business firms. Fortunately, Mr. Bittu 
was ultimately released on bail. The issue of 
government taking land by eminent domain for 
private usage is also extremely controversial 
in this country, but to the best of my knowl-
edge no one has ever been charged with sedi-
tion for speaking out about it. On June 2nd of 
this year, Daljit Singh Bittu, was again ar-
rested and charged with sedition. What did Mr. 
Bittu do this time? He participated in a peace-
ful march protesting government inaction on 
several issues where some of the marchers— 
and by all accounts not Mr. Bittu—allegedly 
expressed their desire—unrelated to the topic 
of the march—for an independent Sikh nation 
of Khalistan by shouting ‘‘Khalistan Zindabad.’’ 

As I understand it, according to the Indian 
Supreme Court in the case Balwant Singh vs. 
State of Punjab, the mere public use of the 
slogan ‘‘Khalistan Zinabad’’ is not illegal; and 
as the march itself was peaceful, it is difficult 
to understand how the Indian Government be-
lieves Mr. Bittu did anything that can, to the 
best of my knowledge, be legitimately consid-
ered a crime—much less sedition—under 
United States, International, or Indian law. 

What is really at issue here, Madam Speak-
er, is the fact that India is a nation comprised 
of a hodgepodge of ethnicities, some of whom 
do not wish to be a part of Hindu-dominated 
India. The conflict over the Muslim-majority re-
gion of Jammu and Kashmir is perhaps most 
familiar to Americans as it has sparked three 
major wars between India and Pakistan, but it 
is by no means the only ethnic or religious 
conflict roiling India. In 1948, India promised a 
free and fair plebiscite on the status of Kash-
mir. No such vote has ever been held. As our 
Nation fights to spread democracy to op-
pressed people across the globe, why don’t 
we insist on a simple democratic vote, with 

international monitors, in Kashmir, in Punjab, 
Khalistan, in predominantly Christian Nagalim, 
and wherever people seek their freedom from 
India? The answer tragically is all too obvious, 
in the world of international diplomacy and 
geopolitics, sometimes expedience and ‘‘good 
relations’’ trump freedom and human rights. 

I do not know whether the plebiscite prom-
ised to the people of Kashmir will ever hap-
pen, and I do not know whether a Sikh nation 
of Khalistan or a Christian nation of Nagalim 
will ever come into existence; but I do know 
that the Muslims of Kashmir, the Sikhs of Pun-
jab/Khalistan and the Christians of Nagalim 
should never have to live in fear for freely and 
peacefully expressing their opinions. 

f 

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER- 
EMPLOYEE COOPERATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 980, the Public 
Safety Employer-Employee Cooperation Act. 

I am a cosponsor of H.R. 980, which en-
sures that police officers, firefighters, emer-
gency medical personnel, and other public 
safety officers have basic collective bargaining 
rights. Americans depend on public safety 
workers and first responders to keep us safe 
and healthy. These critical personnel should 
be able to depend on Congress to provide 
them basic rights, including the ability to nego-
tiate for the wages and benefits that they de-
serve. 

This bill promotes the development of labor- 
management partnerships, which are fre-
quently established through collective bar-
gaining. These partnerships enhance public 
safety by increasing communication and co-
operation between employees and employers, 
leading to more effective and efficient delivery 
of services. 

It is important to note that the Public Safety 
Employer-Employee Cooperation Act in no 
way undermines existing State laws. It simply 
establishes a basic minimum standard that 
most states already meet and many exceed. 
This balanced legislation does not force par-
ties to reach agreement, but rather opens the 
door for dialogue and negotiation. Additionally, 
H.R. 980 recognizes that public safety officers 
play a significant role in emergency situations, 
and for that reason includes a provision Out-
lawing strikes. 

This bipartisan bill is widely supported by 
the American public, and it is endorsed by the 
International Association of Fire Fighters, As-
sociation of State, County, and Municipal Em-
ployees, Fraternal Order of Police, Inter-
national Union of Police Associations, and the 
National Association of Police Organizations. 

It is essential for all workers to have a voice 
at work. Please join me in supporting collec-
tive bargaining rights for public safety officers. 

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF 
EMIL ‘‘LUCKY’’ REZNIK OF 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Emil ‘‘Lucky’’ Reznik’s 
dedication to the community of South Bend, 
Indiana. Since its conception 40 years ago, 
Lucky has served on the South Bend Public 
Transportation Board of Directors which estab-
lished the successful TRANSPO bus service 
in the greater South Bend area. This service, 
cultivated in part from Lucky’s vision, provides 
over three million rides each year to area resi-
dents. 

When not working hard with TRANSPO, 
Lucky is a popular advocate for higher edu-
cation, specifically at Indiana University and 
Indiana University South Bend. His service 
with the Indiana University Alumni Association, 
the Indiana University South Bend Board of 
Advisors and as president of the Indiana Uni-
versity South Bend Alumni Board earned 
Lucky the Indiana University South Bend Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award in 1982 and the 
very first Sue H. Talbot Distinguished Hoosiers 
for Higher Education Member Award in 2006. 

This month, TRANSPO is honoring Lucky 
with a celebration dinner and the presentation 
of a flag flown over the U.S. Capitol. Mayor 
Steve Luecke of South Bend will be pre-
senting Lucky with the keys to the city. Indiana 
Governor Mitch Daniels will also present 
Lucky with the Outstanding Hoosier Award. 
Lucky will receive other commendations from 
Indiana Speaker of the House B. Patrick 
Bauer and Mayor Jeff Rea of Mishawaka. 

It is my pleasure to join these dignitaries 
and the people of St. Joseph County by pay-
ing tribute to the many years of unselfish dedi-
cation of this tireless and devoted civil servant, 
Lucky Reznik. The South Bend and 
Mishawaka communities have been forever 
changed thanks to his commitment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DURANGO CITY 
MANAGER BOB LEDGER 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a distinguished civic leader from my 
district. After 25 years of service, Robert F. 
Ledger Jr. will retire as the City Manager for 
Durango, Colorado. His long history as a pub-
lic servant has been marked with dedication 
and integrity at every stop. 

Mr. Ledger has led Durango through both 
troubled and prosperous times, always with a 
passion for progress and in a way that pre-
served the historic and environmental ethic of 
the community. He championed numerous 
public works projects, encouraged community 
policing, opened city government to the citi-
zens of the community and encouraged the 
public workforce to be the best that it could 
be. 

Durango has come a long way under Bob 
Ledger. During his time with the City of Du-
rango he oversaw the construction of public 
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recycling buildings, water and wastewater 
treatment facilities, police substations, parks, a 
world class recreation center and many trails 
including the renowned Animas River trail. 
Programs started by Mr. Ledger include pub-
licly accessible geographic information sys-
tems, recycling collection and processing, his-
toric preservation efforts, planning and com-
munity development operations, broad-based 
public safety reorganization, and award-win-
ning financial management and reporting. Bob 
Ledger has led the City of Durango in its ef-
forts to build or expand public library facilities, 
public transit, wastewater facilities, airport in-
frastructure, and numerous recreational oppor-
tunities. 

Mr. Ledger could not have accomplished all 
that was done in Durango over the last 25 
years without the support of a strong staff, vi-
sionary city councils and the community of Du-
rango as a whole. But without his drive, tal-
ents and skills many of the changes that have 
occurred in the Durango community would 
never have been realized. A man of passion 
and compassion, his legacy will live long. I sa-
lute Mr. Bob Ledger for his long and distin-
guished career of public service and wish him 
well in all his future endeavors. 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 50, THE MUL-
TINATIONAL SPECIES CON-
SERVATION FUNDS REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT AND H.R. 465, THE 
ASIAN ELEPHANT CONSERVA-
TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2007 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 50, the Multinational Species Con-
servation Funds Reauthorization Act, which re-
authorizes the African Elephant Conservation 
Act and the Rhinoceros and Tiger Conserva-
tion Act through 2012, and in support of H.R. 
465, the Asian Elephant Conservation Reau-
thorization Act. These conservation funds 
have a tremendous impact on the survival of 
threatened species. 

The ivory and bushmeat trades, as well as 
competition from humans for space and re-
sources, continue to threaten the survival of 
the African Elephant. Rhinos and tigers simi-
larly fall victim to these black market trades. In 
addition, deforestation and overworking have 
had devastating impacts on Asian Elephant 

populations. The grants awarded through the 
MSCF have proven to be effective in creating 
nature reserves, enhancing wildlife and eco-
system management, and developing 
antipoaching campaigns, helping to combat 
the practices that endanger these species the 
most. 

As of January, the Department of Interior 
had approved 280 conservation grants in 23 
African countries to assist African elephants, 
321 grants for rhinos and tigers, and 171 
grants for Asian elephants. By using $17 mil-
lion in federal funding, the African elephant 
program has leveraged $72 million in private 
matching funds, and the rhino and tiger pro-
gram has generated nearly $20 million in pri-
vate funds to match its federally allocated $7.8 
million. The Asian elephant program has been 
almost as successful, leveraging $10 million in 
private matching funds from $7.8 million in 
federal funding. 

H.R. 50 and H.R. 465 would reauthorize the 
Multinational Species Conservation Fund to 
support three important international conserva-
tion laws and help to protect these animals on 
a federal level. I strongly urge their support. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July 
24, 2007 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

July 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine S. 732, to 
empower Peace Corps volunteers. 

SD–419 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
Department of Veterans Affairs health 
care funding. 

SD–562 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of David H. McCormick, of 
Pennsylvania, to be an Under Sec-
retary, and Peter B. McCarthy, of Wis-
consin, to be an Assistant Secretary, 
both of the Department of the Treas-
ury, Kerry N. Weems, of New Mexico, 
to be Administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, Tevi 
David Troy, of New York, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Charles E. F. Millard, of New 
York, to be Director of the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation. 

SD–215 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider S. 625, to 
protect the public health by providing 
the Food and Drug Administration 
with certain authority to regulate to-
bacco products, S. 1183, to enhance and 
further research into paralysis and to 
improve rehabilitation and the quality 
of life for persons living with paralysis 
and other physical disabilities, S. 579, 
to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to authorize the Director of the 
National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to make grants for the 
development and operation of research 
centers regarding environmental fac-
tors that may be related to the eti-
ology of breast cancer, S. 898, to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to fund 
breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s disease 
research while providing more help to 
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention, a bill entitled, 
‘‘Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act of 
2007’’, and the nominations of Diane 
Auer Jones, of Maryland, to be Assist-

ant Secretary for Postsecondary Edu-
cation, Department of Education, 
David C. Geary, of Missouri, to be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the National Board for Education 
Sciences, and Miguel Campaneria, of 
Puerto Rico, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Council on the Arts, and other 
pending calendar business. 

SD–106 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Dennis R. Schrader, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Administrator for 
National Preparedness, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
Gulf Coast disaster loans, focusing on 
the future of the disaster assistance 
program. 

SR–428A 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine the national 
foreclosure crisis, focusing on subprime 
mortgage fallout. 

SH–216 
11:30 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Business meeting to consider S. 169, to 

amend the National Trails System Act 
to clarify Federal authority relating to 
land acquisition from willing sellers 
for the majority of the trails in the 
System, S. 278, to establish a program 
and criteria for National Heritage 
Areas in the United States, S. 289, to 
establish the Journey Through Hal-
lowed Ground National Heritage Area, 
S. 443, to establish the Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area in the State of 
Colorado, S. 444, to establish the South 
Park National Heritage Area in the 
State of Colorado, S. 471, to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
to The Missouri River Basin Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Trail and Visitor 
Center Foundation, Inc. certain Fed-
eral land associated with the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail in Ne-
braska, to be used as an historical in-
terpretive site along the trail, S. 637, to 
direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
study the suitability and feasibility of 
establishing the Chattahoochee Trace 
National Heritage Corridor in Alabama 
and Georgia, S. 645, to amend the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 to provide an 
alternate sulfur dioxide removal meas-
urement for certain coal gasification 
project goals, S. 647, to designate cer-
tain land in the State of Oregon as wil-
derness, S. 722, to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to jointly conduct a study of 
certain land adjacent to the Walnut 
Canyon National Monument in the 
State of Arizona, S. 800, to establish 
the Niagara Falls National Heritage 
Area in the State of New York, S. 817, 
to amend the Omnibus Parks and Pub-
lic Lands Management Act of 1996 to 
provide additional authorizations for 
certain National Heritage Areas, S. 838, 
to authorize funding for eligible joint 
ventures between United States and 
Israeli businesses and academic per-
sons, to establish the International En-
ergy Advisory Board, S. 955, to estab-
lish the Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area, S. 1089, to amend the 
Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Act to 
allow the Federal Coordinator for Alas-
ka Natural Gas Transportation 

Projects to hire employees more effi-
ciently, S. 1148, to establish the Cham-
plain Quadricentennial Commemora-
tion Commission and the Hudson-Ful-
ton 400th Commemoration Commis-
sion, S. 1182, to amend the Quinebaug 
and Shetucket Rivers Valley National 
Heritage Corridor Act of 1994 to in-
crease the authorization of appropria-
tions and modify the date on which the 
authority of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior terminates under the Act, S. 1203, 
to enhance the management of elec-
tricity programs at the Department of 
Energy, S. 1281, to amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to designate certain 
rivers and streams of the headwaters of 
the Snake River System as additions 
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System, S. 1728, to amend the National 
Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 to re-
authorize the Na Hoa Pili O Kaloko- 
Honokohau Advisory Commission, H.R. 
85, to provide for the establishment of 
centers to encourage demonstration 
and commercial application of ad-
vanced energy methods and tech-
nologies, H.R. 247, to designate a For-
est Service trail at Waldo Lake in the 
Willamette National Forest in the 
State of Oregon as a national recre-
ation trail in honor of Jim Weaver, a 
former Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, H.R. 356, to remove cer-
tain restrictions on the Mammoth 
Community Water District’s ability to 
use certain property acquired by that 
District from the United States, H.R. 
407, to direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to conduct a study to determine 
the feasibility of establishing the Co-
lumbia-Pacific National Heritage Area 
in the States of Washington and Or-
egon, and H.R. 995, to amend Public 
Law 106–348 to extend the authorization 
for establishing a memorial in the Dis-
trict of Columbia or its environs to 
honor veterans who became disabled 
while serving in the Armed Forces of 
the United States, and other pending 
calendar business. 

SD–366 
2 p.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
Superfund and Environmental Health Sub-

committee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Environmental Justice programs. 

SD–406 
2:30 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine Pakistan’s 

future, focusing on the challenges of 
building a democracy. 

SD–419 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Interstate Commerce, Trade, and Tourism 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine United 

States trade relations with China. 
SR–253 

3 p.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Federal Financial Management, Govern-

ment Information, Federal Services, 
and International Security Sub-
committee 

To hold hearings to examine the imple-
mentation of the Postal Accountability 
and Enhancement Act. (Public Law 
109–435). 

SD–342 
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3:30 p.m. 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Security and International Trade and Fi-

nance Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine reforming 

key international financial institu-
tions for the 21st century. 

SD–538 

July 26 

9:30 a.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine extraor-
dinary rendition, extraterritorial de-
tention, and treatment of detainees, fo-
cusing on restoring our moral credi-
bility and strengthening our diplo-
matic standing. 

SD–419 
Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Charles W. Grim, of Oklahoma, 
to be Director of the Indian Health 
Service, Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

SR–485 
10 a.m. 

Budget 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nation of Jim Nussle, of Iowa, to be Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

SD–608 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine preparation 
taken for digital television transition. 

SR–253 
Environment and Public Works 

To hold hearings to examine the case for 
the California waiver, including an up-
date from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

SD–406 
Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 1060, to 
reauthorize the grant program for re-
entry of offenders into the community 
in the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968, to improve reentry 
planning and implementation, S. 453, 

to prohibit deceptive practices in Fed-
eral elections, S. 1692, to grant a Fed-
eral charter to Korean War Veterans 
Association, Incorporated, an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘School Safety and Law 
Enforcement Act’’, and the nomination 
of Rosa Emilia Rodriguez-Velez, of 
Puerto Rico, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Puerto Rico. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
International Operations and Organiza-

tions, Democracy and Human Rights 
Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, focus-
ing on its shortcomings and prospects 
for reform. 

SD–419 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Infrastructure, Safety and Secu-
rity Subcommittee 

To continue hearings to examine the 
Railroad Safety Enhancement Act. 

SR–253 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Water and Power Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 300, to 
authorize appropriations for the Bu-
reau of Reclamation to carry out the 
Lower Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Program in the States of 
Arizona, California, and Nevada, S. 
1258, to amend the Reclamation Safety 
of Dams Act of 1978 to authorize im-
provements for the security of dams 
and other facilities, S. 1477, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to 
carry out the Jackson Gulch rehabili-
tation project in the State of Colorado, 
S. 1522, to amend the Bonneville Power 
Administration portions of the Fish-
eries Restoration and Irrigation Miti-
gation Act of 2000 to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal years 2008 through 
2014, and H.R. 1025, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a 
study to determine the feasibility of 
implementing a water supply and con-

servation project to improve water sup-
ply reliability, increase the capacity of 
water storage, and improve water man-
agement efficiency in the Republican 
River Basin between Harlan County 
Lake in Nebraska and Milford Lake in 
Kansas. 

SD–366 
Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

July 31 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Ronald Spoehel, of Virginia, to 
be Chief Financial Officer, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
William G. Sutton, Jr., of Virginia, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce, Thomas J. Barrett, of Alaska, 
to be Deputy Secretary of Transpor-
tation, and Paul R. Brubaker, of Vir-
ginia, to be Administrator of the Re-
search and Innovative Technology Ad-
ministration, Department of Transpor-
tation. 

SR–253 
2:30 p.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine death and 

serious injury relating to oxycontin 
and defective products. 

SD–226 
9:30 p.m. 

Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine Department 

of Veterans Affairs and Department of 
Defense education issues. 

SD–562 

August 2 

10 a.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SR–253 
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