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Mr. Speaker, I stand today in support 

of this 100th anniversary of Tom Lea, a 
great man from El Paso and a great 
community, and people who loved him 
a great deal and miss him even more. It 
is a great day to say thank you to Lady 
Bird Johnson and Tom Lea, both great 
Texans, on a beautiful day in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 519. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NEW YORK 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 345) commemo-
rating the 200th anniversary of the 
Archdiocese of New York. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 345 

Whereas it is a tradition of the House of 
Representatives to honor and pay tribute to 
those places and institutions within the 
United States whose historic significance 
has contributed to the culture and traditions 
of our citizens; 

Whereas, in accordance with this tradition, 
the House of Representatives is proud to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
Archdiocese of New York and its history of 
faith and service; 

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York has 
planned a year-long series of events begin-
ning in April 2007 to celebrate their bicenten-
nial; 

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York is 
also coordinating with Catholic Charities of 
New York to institute an Archdiocese of New 
York Day of Service, to celebrate its history 
of serving the broader community; 

Whereas, on April 8, 1808, Diocese of New 
York was established with the Most Rev-
erend R. Luke Concanen as its first Bishop, 
and was elevated to an Archdiocese in 1850; 

Whereas, on March 15, 1875, His Eminence 
John Cardinal McCloskey, the second Arch-
bishop of the Archdiocese of New York, be-
came the first Cardinal Archbishop of the 
Roman Catholic Church in America; 

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York has 
welcomed three Papal visits, Pope Paul VI 
on October 5, 1965 and Pope John Paul II on 
October 7, 1979 and again on October 5, 1995; 

Whereas Elizabeth Ann Seton, a member of 
the Archdiocese of New York and founder of 

today’s Catholic education parochial school 
system, was named the first American-born 
Saint on September 14, 1975; her name ap-
pears on the front doors to St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral describing her as a ‘‘Daughter of New 
York’’; and several schools are named after 
her, including Seton Hall University in 
South Orange, New Jersey; 

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York is 
currently under the spiritual guidance of His 
Eminence Edward M. Cardinal Egan, who 
was installed on June 19, 2000, and elevated 
to Cardinal on February 21, 2001; 

Whereas the Archdiocese of New York was 
originally comprised of the entire states of 
New York and New Jersey, an area that now 
covers twelve dioceses; 

Whereas, with 2,500,000 Catholics in its 
fold, the Archdiocese of New York consists of 
402 parishes, 278 elementary and high 
schools, and 3,729 charitable ministries, 
which include Catholic Charities, hospitals, 
nursing homes, and outreach programs; and 

Whereas, throughout its rich historical 
past and up to the present day, the Arch-
diocese of New York has been sustained by 
the beneficent efforts of countless parish-
ioners and ministries, past and present, who 
have generously supported their community 
with abundant kindness and good deeds: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commemorates the 200th anniversary of 
the Archdiocese of New York. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleague in consideration of 
H. Res. 345, a resolution that com-
memorates the 200th anniversary of the 
Archdiocese. H. Res. 345, which has 61 
cosponsors, was introduced by Rep-
resentative VITO FOSSELLA on April 30, 
2007. H. Res. 345 was reported from the 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform July 19, 2007, by a voice 
vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league Mr. FOSSELLA for seeking to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of 
the Archdiocese of New York, and urge 
swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today we honor the 
200th anniversary of the Archdiocese of 
New York, an institution that has con-
tributed to the good of the region it 
covers as well and the Nation in a way 

that people of all political and reli-
gious backgrounds can join in applaud-
ing. 

Founded on April 8, 1808, the Diocese 
of New York has grown to over 2.5 mil-
lion Catholics who are led by nearly 
1,500 priests. The Diocese of New York 
was established with the Most Rev-
erend R. Luke Concanen as its first 
bishop, and was elevated to an Arch-
diocese in 1850. Upon its origination, 
the diocese included the entire State of 
New York and New Jersey, an area that 
now covers 12 dioceses. In this vast or-
ganization, the Archdiocese of New 
York includes 402 parishes, 278 schools, 
and 3,729 charitable ministries includ-
ing Catholic Charities, nursing homes, 
and outreach programs. 

The Archdiocese of New York has 
been the site of three papal visits and 
is home to the first Cardinal Arch-
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church 
of America, John Cardinal McCloskey. 
The first American-born saint, Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, was a member of the 
archdiocese and founder of today’s 
Catholic education parochial school 
system. 

In commemoration of their bicenten-
nial, the Archdiocese of New York has 
planned a year-long celebration of ac-
tivities to bring together the entire 
community, including an Archdiocese 
of New York Day of Service. 

It is with great respect for the ongo-
ing service to their parishioners and 
the greater community of New York 
that I ask you to join in commemo-
rating the 200th anniversary of the 
Archdiocese of New York. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me this 
time. 

I want to thank my friend from Con-
necticut for managing the time on the 
minority side for this important reso-
lution. In particular, I want to thank 
my good friend from New York State, 
Vito Fossella, for introducing this im-
portant resolution commemorating and 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the Archdiocese of New York, a history 
that is replete with so many tales, not 
tales but facts, about the contribution 
of Catholics in New York, in particular 
about the institution known as the 
Archdiocese of New York, having at 
one time encompassed the entire State 
of New York and New Jersey, and now 
having a smaller imprint, but no less 
significant an imprint today. 

We think of the storied individuals 
who fervently shepherded their flock in 
the Archdiocese of New York, starting 
with R. Luke Concanen in 1808–1810; to 
present day, Edward Michael Cardinal 
Egan, who took the reins of control in 
2000 and continues to this day. 

We look back historically, particu-
larly during the Civil War, the Arch-
diocese had a very long history going 
back to that point in time, and during 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:43 Aug 15, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00055 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H23JY7.REC H23JY7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8244 July 23, 2007 
the war Archbishop John Hughes, who 
was a fervent defender of the Union and 
a personal friend of then-President 
Abraham Lincoln, he wrote to Presi-
dent Lincoln and Secretary Seward 
about the most effectual means for car-
rying on that war. At the Union’s re-
quest, he visited Europe to exert his 
personal influence, especially in high 
circles in France, for the benefit of the 
national cause at that time. 

Another national cause the Arch-
diocese was strongly involved in was 
with the first wave of immigrants, pre-
dominantly Irish immigrants, to New 
York. The archdiocese developed pro-
grams to care for and assimilate those 
new immigrants to America, and was a 
precursor to the Irish Emigrant Sav-
ings Bank, later to become known as 
the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank 
and Emigrant Savings Bank today. 

These organizations over the years 
have developed into a strong base of 
charitable giving to keep the traditions 
of protecting the poor and the ne-
glected, something that the Arch-
diocese of New York continues to do 
today. In fact, the Cardinal and the 
archdiocese have been very outspoken 
proponents of comprehensive immigra-
tion reform to help those least 
amongst us in society today, some-
thing they continue to do in the strong 
200-year tradition of the Archdiocese of 
New York. 

It was also mentioned before that 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first saint 
born in the United States, also a New 
Yorker and the founder of the New 
York City Catholic school system, and 
the contributions that system has 
made to our country. Speaking as a 
product of there, having graduated 
from Power Memorial High School in 
1980, which is no longer with us, but 
there are still many high schools that 
bear the names of the many cardinals 
and leaders of the archdiocese through-
out the years, and others who have 
made significant impacts on the Arch-
diocese of New York, a tremendous sys-
tem that to this day continues to 
produce some of the brightest minds in 
not only the city of New York, but in 
the country, and also continues to pro-
vide access to the least amongst us to 
give them opportunities that others 
had before them. 

So I stand here on the floor congratu-
lating Mr. FOSSELLA for introducing 
this resolution and to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the founding 
of the Archdiocese of New York, a dio-
cese that will go on for many, many 
years to come. We congratulate Car-
dinal Egan, Cardinal O’Connor, Car-
dinal Cooke, and all those who came 
before them, and all the men women 
who have contributed in so many ways 
to its survival and its flourishing 
throughout the history of New York 
City and our country. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I recognize 
the gentleman from Staten Island, who 
has been a real advocate for all of New 
York, Vito Fossella, for such time as 
he may consume. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
I rise in support of H. Resolution 345 
honoring the 200th anniversary of the 
Archdiocese of New York. I thank 
Chairman WAXMAN and Ranking Mem-
ber DAVIS for helping pass this resolu-
tion. And I thank the gentleman from 
Queens, Mr. CROWLEY, for helping 
spearhead this through, as well as Mrs. 
MALONEY from Manhattan, who were 
instrumental getting this passed last 
week out of committee. 

Let me briefly say at the outset, it 
was somewhat of a bumpy road to ar-
rive at today’s vote. We are neverthe-
less here to honor the Archdiocese of 
New York. When we introduced the res-
olution in May and set about to secure 
the 50 cosponsors, we got it pretty 
quickly. It was heartening to see the 
outpouring of support. Initially the 
committee balked because of the ref-
erence to Cardinal Egan. And on a per-
sonal level, I thought it was insulting 
to the cardinal and professionally, by 
extension, I thought it was insulting to 
the millions of Catholics who comprise 
the archdiocese. 

Cardinal Egan is the head of the 
archdiocese and is a significant spir-
itual leader of Catholicism in the 
United States and a man of great in-
tegrity and honor. Like those who have 
come before him, Cardinal Egan has 
carried forward the mission of his 
Catholic Church and helped to provide 
spiritual guidance to millions. I am 
proud to say the committee realized 
and recognized the appropriateness of 
recognizing the role of the archdiocese, 
and today the Congress has an oppor-
tunity to pass this resolution honoring 
the Catholic Church and the Arch-
diocese of New York in particular. 

b 1700 

Mr. SHAYS provided some very com-
pelling statistics about the archdiocese 
so I won’t repeat them. 

We know that the resolution pays 
tribute to the dedication and character 
and compassion and values that em-
body the archdiocese; and, by exten-
sion, I think it honors the service and 
deeds of so many Catholics who have 
enriched this Nation. 

And you really can’t tell the Amer-
ican story without telling the story of 
Catholics who have come to this coun-
try and enriched and made this coun-
try better and stronger. Lord knows, 
over the last couple of hundred years, 
there have been some great, not just 
contributions, but some great con-
troversies. 

In the 1800s there was a political 
party that was formed in large part, 
called the Know Nothings, rooted in 
anti-Catholicism. Fortunately, they 
have gone away, and the archdiocese of 
New York, like so many across the 
country, have remained steadfast and 
have been institutions that uphold the 
dignity of life. 

Mr. CROWLEY mentioned Elizabeth 
Seton, and Seton Hall University is 
named in her honor in part. The Seton 

Foundation for Learning, for example, 
on Staten Island is a school that is 
principally designed to help children 
with developmental disabilities and all 
disabilities and are a strong reminder 
of the value and wonder of all human 
life. 

The archdiocese includes over 3,700 
charitable organizations, touching 
practically every neighborhood across 
New York City’s region, and we know 
that Catholic Charities alone provides 
5 million free meals annually to the 
less fortunate. 

As I mentioned, you can’t tell this 
American story without telling the 
Catholic story. There is probably no 
more rich archdiocese in this country 
than the one in New York, and you 
can’t tell the New York story without 
knowing the archdiocese of New York. 

So many people who have served in 
private life have also served their 
church through faith and in the local 
neighborhoods I mentioned, and so 
many police officers and firefighters 
and civil servants, who not only serve 
this country with honor and distinc-
tion but also serve through their faith 
the archdiocese. And we saw that very 
clearly on 9/11 when firefighter after 
firefighter and their families were laid 
to rest in the Catholic Church. 

Those are some of the stories by 
which we can tell a compelling tale for 
America; but, today, the Congress, I 
say thank you to Mr. DAVIS and Mr. 
SHAYS and all who essentially set a lit-
tle time aside to honor a great institu-
tion and celebrate 200 years of serving 
the poor, the less fortunate with dedi-
cation, compassion, and pure social 
outreach. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I reserve, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. I’d 
like to just make further comments. 

This resolution has a special meaning 
to me, as the archdiocese of New York 
is currently under the spiritual guid-
ance of His Eminence Edward M. Car-
dinal Egan, who was elevated to car-
dinal on February 21, 2001. 

In 1988, Cardinal Egan was appointed 
bishop of Bridgeport by Pope John 
Paul II. During his tenure in Bridge-
port, I had the pleasure of working 
with him on a variety of issues, includ-
ing developing housing for senior citi-
zens. 

Cardinal Egan guided the diocese of 
Bridgeport and earned a reputation of 
demonstrated leadership and success in 
meeting both the physical and spiritual 
needs of the church’s parishioners, and 
I want to say that he reached out to so 
many people, Catholic and non-Catho-
lics alike, when there were specific 
needs that they had. He is such a re-
spected individual in the district I rep-
resent, and we were so proud of his ele-
vation to cardinal in New York and be-
lieve that he is doing a tremendous job. 

I will conclude by saying I was in his 
office after his appointment but he had 
not yet become a cardinal. He just kind 
of shook his head and said, I wish I was 
10 years younger. 
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So many demands are made on a 

leader like Bishop Egan, and he gives 
every day of his life to this service. So 
when I vote for this resolution I’m 
going to be voting for the 200-year an-
niversary of the diocese and for a real-
ly remarkable leader that they have in 
Bishop Egan. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
we have no further requests for time, 
and I was just thinking that I spent 
last evening with about 800 black 
Catholics at the Knights of Peter 
Claver at their convention in Detroit. 
Of course, many of them were indeed 
from the east coast, from New York 
and New Jersey and Connecticut, and 
we just simply had a wonderful time. 
So I join in support of this resolution 
and urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 345. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3074, TRANSPORTATION, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 558 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 558 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3074) making 
appropriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Appropriations. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. Points of order against 
provisions in the bill for failure to comply 
with clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During 

consideration of the bill for amendment, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may accord priority in recognition on the 
basis of whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises 
and reports the bill back to the House with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 3074 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE of Texas). The gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. For the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and to insert extraneous ma-
terials into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, today, the House 
will take up the ninth of 12 appropria-
tion measures where we will continue 
the effort to take America in a new di-
rection, where we focus on priorities of 
concern to average Americans through-
out this country. 

Through these bills, the new Con-
gress is restoring our focus on a domes-
tic agenda that helps all Americans, 
not just the wealthy few and not just 
the well-connected corporations. 

We will make sure, as we have, that 
our veterans have the care they need. 
We’ll reverse neglect in environmental 
protection that’s been abandoned, been 
neglected for the past several years, 
and we’ll fund housing programs for 
low- and moderate-income Americans. 
We will provide resources to ensure 
that children arrive at school ready to 
learn and have the health care that 
they need, and we will make certain 
that our law enforcement officials have 
the tools that they need to protect our 
citizens. 

Madam Speaker, House Resolution 
558 provides for consideration of H.R. 
3074, the Transportation and Housing 
and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act for 2008. This will be done 
under an open rule. This is a bipartisan 
bill that was presented before the 
Rules Committee by Chairman OLVER 

and Ranking Member KNOLLENBERG. It 
was a pleasure, frankly, to see the co-
operation of these two gentlemen and 
the members of that committee com-
ing together to present to the House 
for its consideration a very impressive 
plan to meet our infrastructure and 
housing needs in the future. 

As you know, demographic changes 
and growth patterns in the United 
States over the next decade will con-
tinue to have a major impact on trans-
portation networks and the need for af-
fordable housing. This bill seeks to en-
sure that our Nation’s transportation 
system is safe and efficient and that 
our citizens have access to safe and af-
fordable housing. The bill does so in a 
way that strengthens the economy and 
is environmentally and fiscally respon-
sible. 

The bill safeguards the regional 
needs of our Nation by rejecting ad-
ministration proposed cuts that pro-
vide air service to rural communities, 
and it invests in transit projects for 
our urban areas that will help our com-
muters save time and money getting to 
work. The bill also rejects administra-
tion cuts to Amtrak, protects national 
rail service, and fully funds the high-
way and transit guarantees set forth in 
the SAFETEA-LU authorization bill. 

The Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee recognized the need to 
support rural airports, something very 
important to people like me from a 
rural State like Vermont. Investments 
in airports, like the Rutland State Air-
port in Vermont, are critical to rural 
States and an effective transportation 
system. The bill includes $110 million 
for essential air service to continue 
service to small and/or rural commu-
nities as well as $10 million for the 
Small Community Air Service Develop-
ment Program that will continue the 
Department of Transportation grant 
program to help our small commu-
nities to attract commercial air serv-
ices. 

Among other things, the committee 
also includes $75 million for the FTA’s 
Clean Fuels Grant program, $26 million 
above 2007 for clean fuel bus tech-
nology. Public transportation compa-
nies like the Chittenden County Trans-
portation Authority in Vermont are 
taking responsibility for their fleet’s 
emissions by making investments in 
new, fuel-efficient, low-carbon-emit-
ting buses; and this legislation sup-
ports those efforts. 

In housing, the bill rejects a $2 bil-
lion cut proposed by the administra-
tion to eliminate housing programs for 
the poorest citizens in this country 
and, instead, aims to make sure that 
all Americans have adequate shelter. 
The proposed cuts that this bill would 
reject include deep cuts to HUD, Com-
munity Development Block Grants and 
programs that provide housing for the 
elderly and disabled. Funding is in-
cluded so that anyone with a voucher 
will not lose it. The President’s pro-
posed cuts come at a time when fully 
three-quarters of households that are 
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