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enslaved, more than 270,000 refugees, and 
four million people internally displaced as a re-
sult of the policy of genocide, the regime of 
President Bashir must be held accountable. 

As we commemorate the third anniversary 
of this resolution, let us not forget that this cri-
sis is only part of a larger policy of the govern-
ment led by Omar al Bashir that has been on-
going for over twenty years. This policy of 
arabization and islamization began with the 
Bashir government’s war against the people of 
the South, which spread into Darfur, and is 
now moving into the Nuba Mountains. 

Madam Speaker, the Bashir government 
has shown blatant disregard for implementing 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) 
which ended their civil war against the South, 
providing only more evidence that they do not 
take peace seriously and cannot be negotiated 
with. If the CPA fails, I have no doubt that the 
Bashir government will not only completely 
wipe out the people of Darfur, but every other 
part of Sudan that does not fit into their racist 
and inhuman agenda for the country. Madam 
Speaker, this corrupt and merciless regime 
has absolutely no regard for the intrinsic value 
of innocent human life, and it must be held to 
account if there is to be any hope for lasting 
peace in Sudan. 

Madam Speaker, the U.S. Government has 
taken the leading role in resolving the conflict 
in Sudan, from negotiating the end of the civil 
war to providing more humanitarian aid than 
any other country, and calling the international 
community to seriously address the genocide 
in Darfur. However, without support from 
China which now has significant oil interests in 
Sudan, and from other UN and Arab League 
member states that refuse to hold Bashir re-
sponsible for his policies of genocide, the cri-
sis cannot be resolved. 

Today, Madam Speaker, as we once again 
commemorate the resolution declaring the hor-
rific atrocities continuing to occur in Sudan, 
may we resolve to do everything in our ability 
to hasten the day when the sunlight of free-
dom shines on every one of those precious 
human souls. 
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P.T. WRIGHT AND US–VISIT 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 26, 2007 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize an extraordinary lead-
er, public servant and person, Mr. Phlemon 
Thomas Wright, known to his friends as ‘‘P.T.’’ 
After 34 years of outstanding service to the 
American people, P.T., currently the acting 
deputy director of the Department of Home-
land Security’s (DHS) US–VISIT program, is 
retiring from the Federal Government. 

P.T.’s retirement is a great loss to DHS. At 
the same time, his many years of dedicated 
service are a true testament to his commit-
ment to protecting our country. 

His most recent work with the US–VISIT 
program has made this initiative one of the 
great successes in our efforts to strengthen 
American homeland security. It is now the 
world’s most innovative and integrated bio-
metrics-based program. This is in no small 
part due to leaders like Mr. Wright. Through 
his oversight and management of day-to-day 

operations, the program remained focused on 
accomplishing its overall mission objectives 
and successfully deployed biometric screening 
capabilities to all U.S. air, sea and land border 
ports of entry. 

US–VISIT’s operational success has de-
pended in large part on the program’s ability 
to educate international travelers. When the 
program began, there was great concern 
about the potential effects that this biometric 
screening would have on the flow of travel into 
our country. Now, because of the program’s 
success and the outreach of leaders like P.T., 
many who were early critics are now ardent 
supports of the program. 

Mr. Wright understood that active engage-
ment with border stakeholders was critical in 
creating a foundation of trust and familiarity 
upon which to build positive long-term relation-
ships. He tirelessly traveled Southwest border 
communities, including many in the Lone Star 
State, to inform and educate border constitu-
ents as US–VISIT expanded to cover a wide 
array of border management developments 
and initiatives. P.T.’s in-depth knowledge of 
the land border environment made him a cred-
ible voice. His candor and conviction won him 
respect with border community leaders. And 
most importantly, P.T. gave border commu-
nities a voice in Washington as US–VISIT 
rolled out. 

In addition to his outreach efforts along our 
borders, P.T. has traveled across the world to 
demonstrate the advantages of biometrics as 
a powerful tool to improve the integrity of our 
immigration and border management system, 
to make us safer, and to facilitate legitimate 
travel and trade. Thanks to leaders like P.T., 
US–VISIT is on a path to continue to be a 
world leader in the innovative use of bio-
metrics for identity management, transforming 
the world into a place in which legitimate inter-
national travel is convenient, predictable and 
secure, and frankly difficult, unpredictable and 
intimidating for those traveling for the wrong 
reasons. 

P.T. Wright began his career with the former 
U.S. Customs Service in 1973, and he has 
served with distinction in a number of key po-
sitions at the Departments of the Treasury and 
Homeland Security. In his management roles 
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection in 
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas; El Paso, Texas; 
Nogales, Arizona; and Washington, DC, P.T. 
was intricately involved in the development of 
customs policies for cargo examination and 
processing, drug interdiction and traveler proc-
essing. 

It is fitting that P.T.’s accomplishments and 
leadership were recognized last year with the 
prestigious Presidential Rank Award for Meri-
torious Executive for his extraordinary con-
tributions to our Nation’s welfare and security 
during his extensive U.S. border management 
career. 

Mr. Wright has done more than manage 
government operations successfully; he has 
become beloved by his colleagues within US– 
VISIT and throughout the Federal Govern-
ment. His sincerity, infectious sense of humor, 
and leadership will be missed. He leaves 
some big, Texas-sized shoes behind to be 
filled. I commend P.T for his commitment to 
excellence and his dedication to our country, 
and wish him the best in his future endeavors. 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 3188 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 26, 2007 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce legislation that will cor-
rect an inequity in our welfare system. Under 
the current system, married couples enrolled 
in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies program face a penalty simply because 
they are married. My legislation, the TANF 
Marriage Penalty Elimination Act, would re-
quire that all families are treated equally. 

Madam Speaker, while the welfare reforms 
enacted in 1996 were by and large a tremen-
dous success, they included an unintended 
consequence that my legislation seeks to cor-
rect. 

Under current law, States receive block 
grant funding to help low-income parents train 
for and find jobs. The States are required to 
engage 50 percent of single-parent families, 
but 90 percent of two-parent families. 

This law unintentionally discourages our so-
ciety’s most basic institution of marriage. My 
legislation would require that States engage 
50 percent of all families on welfare in work 
preparation programs, eliminating the two-par-
ent work rate that today constitutes a marriage 
penalty. 

My legislation follows previous bi-partisan 
efforts to eliminate the separate and higher 
two-parent work rate for welfare. In each wel-
fare reform reauthorization bill passed by this 
House in recent years, language eliminating 
this marriage penalty was included. Demo-
cratic versions of this legislation included the 
same provision. But for technical reasons, this 
provision was not included in the welfare re-
form reauthorization legislation that the Presi-
dent signed into law in 2006 as part of the 
Deficit Reduction Act. The National Governors’ 
Association and the Administration have ex-
pressed support for ending the higher two-par-
ent work rate, as this bill would do. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion which would allow all States to provide 
more consistent and effective services to all 
families on welfare without the unintended 
penalties imposed on married couples. 

f 

PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL GEOSPATIAL-INTELLI-
GENCE AGENCY’S BROADCAST 
WARNING DESK 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 26, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, August 
19, 2007, will mark 100 years since the U.S. 
Navy Hydrographic Office issued its first 
broadcast of a navigational warning. This 
event began its mission of broadcasting infor-
mation concerning hazards to navigation to 
ships at sea during an age when limited com-
munication methods and the lack of an inter-
national system made receiving this informa-
tion difficult. In recognition of this 100th anni-
versary of broadcasting safety of navigation in-
formation, we honor all who have contributed 
to broadcasting maritime safety information. 
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