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enough and people start looking for 
other kinds of heat. 

Let’s have the chart here on my bill. 
The NEED Act is the bill we hope we 
can amend into the energy bill. It 
would open up the Outer Continental 
Shelf for gas only. And we do some 
things here that we think are impor-
tant. States will get 37.5 percent. That 
will be up to 150 billion. That is with 
the known reserves. And we have never 
done modern seismographic out there, 
so most people who produce oil figure 
there is three times as much out there 
than we think because the old seis-
mographic of 40 years ago wasn’t very 
good and today we have much more 
sensitive seismic that will tell us ex-
actly what’s out there. 

We are going to give 100 billion to the 
government for the Treasury; $32 bil-
lion will go into a fund for renewable 
energy that will help us promote the 
renewables of the future; $32 billion 
will go into carbon capture and seques-
tration research, because there are 
those who determined that we must 
capture carbon. I am not sold totally 
on that; I am still somewhat skeptic, 
but let’s provide the money so we can 
capture the carbon and we can produce 
energy without putting carbon in the 
atmosphere if that is what they believe 
to be correct. 

We put $20 billion to clean up the 
path of the Chesapeake Bay, the exact 
amount of money they say they need 
to clean up the Chesapeake Bay; $20 
billion to restore the Great Lakes, ex-
actly what they said they needed to re-
store the Great Lakes; $12 billion for 
the Everglade restoration; $12 billion 
for the Colorado River basin restora-
tion; $12 billion for the San Francisco 
Bay restoration; and $10 billion for 
LIHEAP and weatherization, which we 
have to fund because energy prices 
today are forcing people out of their 
homes. 

I come from rural America. We have 
big old farmhouses, and people hate to 
leave their original farmhouses. Some 
of them, their parents and their grand-
parents were raised there. They like it 
there, they are comfortable there, it is 
a nice location. But they are hard to 
heat. They are big old plank houses, 
they are not built like houses today, 
and it takes a lot of energy to heat 
them. And people, with today’s oil 
prices and natural gas prices, are 
forced out of their homes. That 
shouldn’t be in America. 

With the energy prices that are fac-
ing us this year, this winter, by the 
time Americans drive their vehicles 
with possibly $3.50, $4 gasoline, and 
very high gas and fuel oil to heat their 
homes, they will be choosing between 
being warm, having adequate food, and 
other staples of life. I know last win-
ter, which was a very mild winter in 
my area in Pennsylvania, up until Jan-
uary and then it was very, very cold 
from January 15 on for about 3 months; 
but overall, it was considered a mild 
winter because the first half was very 
mild. I know people that kept their 

homes at 58 degrees. Seniors in Amer-
ica shouldn’t have to live in a 58-degree 
house. That is not how it ought to be. 
They ought to be able to afford to heat 
their homes. 

And the tragedy is if we were allowed 
to produce, if this Congress would stop 
locking up the Outer Continental 
Shelf, if they would open up the re-
serves in the Midwest which some of 
them are taking off in the energy bill, 
we could have adequate natural gas in 
this country; the price could be afford-
able; Americans could be warm; and, 
the very best jobs in America like pe-
trochemical and polymers and plastic 
and fertilizer and glass and steel plants 
and bricks could be made in America, 
and middle-class working Americans 
could continue to have the jobs that 
have historically allowed them to live 
a quality of life and raise their fami-
lies. 

Natural gas and energy prices overall 
are going to change the American 
economy. We are right on the verge of 
how much this economy can absorb. I 
was talking to someone who has 
worked on this all their life. They said 
they are astounded that $70 oil has not 
stalled our economy. They are just 
holding their breath because they 
know it can’t get much higher without 
stalling our economy and putting our 
economy into a recession and possibly 
a world recession. These kind of energy 
prices. 

America has to get busy. China is 
building coal plants weekly, nuclear 
plants monthly, building the largest 
hydro dams in the world and cutting 
deals all over the world for gas and oil 
and coal. They are out there because 
they know, like so many other coun-
tries know, energy is scarce today, it is 
high priced, and they have to be about 
securing their future. 

This Congress has been negligent 
year after year in dealing with energy, 
and here we are now facing an energy 
bill that is actually going to move us 
backwards. The Pelosi energy plan has 
no energy in it. In fact, it takes energy 
out of the supply stream we have today 
and will force dependence up on foreign 
unstable parts of the world, with false 
hopes that we can conserve. 

And I am for conservation. I am for 
all of the better light bulbs and more 
efficient appliances and all the things 
and more efficient cars. All of those 
things. But they move the pendulum 
very slowly. New CAFE standards take 
10 to 15 years for the new fleet to fully 
be here. All of these other appliance 
changes, it is only when a person buys 
a new appliance does it impact. And I 
know people who have refrigerators 
that are 15 and 20 years old, and until 
they replace that they are using an 
older, wasteful refrigerator. 

Folks, we need to have energy as the 
number one issue facing this Congress, 
energy availability and affordability. 
We became the strongest Nation in the 
world because we were the first to dis-
cover oil, harness oil, and give us an 
energy source that started the Indus-

trial Revolution. The whole transpor-
tation revolution came from this coun-
try because we produced energy. We 
are choosing today to not produce en-
ergy, and we will fritter away, we will 
become a second rate nation in a very 
few years if we continue the wrong en-
ergy policy. And if we pass the energy 
bill that we are going to be facing on 
Friday, I believe we will increase de-
pendence quickly, we will actually 
cause Americans to be forced to move 
out of their homes in the near future, 
not be able to live in the homestead be-
cause they can’t afford to heat it. 

We will continue to force millions of 
jobs overseas as we have in the past. 
Chemical plants have been built over-
seas in the last few years; they will 
continue to be rebuilt overseas. They 
can’t move quickly, or they would have 
already been gone. It is a $2 billion, $3 
billion, and $4 billion investment to 
build a small chemical plant, and $10 
billion and $20 billion to build a large 
one. Folks, they are in the process of 
doing that. 

We now make 50 percent of our fer-
tilizer offshore. In fact, the ethanol 
issue is an interesting one, because we 
are taking food stock, corn. And to 
grow the corn, we have to have lots of 
fertilizer. It takes a lot of fertilizer to 
grow corn. And 50 percent of the fer-
tilizer that we are using to grow corn 
is coming from foreign imports. Does 
that make any sense? I don’t think so. 
Because clean green natural gas can 
solve all those problems. 

I look at natural gas as the clean fuel 
that bridges us to the future. No NOX, 
no SOX, a third of the CO2 if you are 
worried about CO2. And why the envi-
ronmental groups are against clean 
green natural gas, I will never know, 
because some of the renewables are not 
nearly as clean as clean, green natural 
gas. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. HAYES (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for July 31 until 1 p.m. on ac-
count of illness in the family. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. SUTTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. JEFFERSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today. 
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