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who lost approximately $45 million,
and then also the State fire depart-
ments and the municipalities that
spent about $45 million fighting these
fires. And I wanted to ask the gentle-
woman if we were still on one accord
working on our drought/fire situation
as we have discussed with Mr. CRAMER
earlier.

I yield to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut.

Ms. DELAURO. As we talked about in
the full committee with both Mr.
CRAMER and yourself, Mr. KINGSTON,
and Mr. ADERHOLT, I talked about
working with you on this issue. I com-
mend you for bringing it to our atten-
tion.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, first let me
just say to the gentlelady from Con-
necticut, thank you so much for your
hard work and dedication to moving
our Nation forward in the area of agri-
culture, nutrition, health safety and
all of the other issues that you tackle
each and every day.

I come today to enter into a colloquy
to raise the important issue regarding
the lifetime ban on food stamp eligi-
bility for formerly incarcerated per-
sons who were convicted of drug of-
fenses. This is a serious moral issue of
concern to me. Quite frankly, this
ought to be for each and every Member
of Congress.

After they have served their time,
Mr. Chairman, the formerly incarcer-
ated reenter society looking to im-
prove themselves and their lives. In
these instances, however, the current
policy prevents them access to food
stamps. This just makes no sense. This
absurd policy is the result of an over-
zealous congressional effort to appear
tough on crime in 1996.
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Once someone has paid their debt to
society they should be able to have the
resources that will help them put their
lives together. I hope that we can work
together to ensure that this inequity is
addressed.

Ms. DELAURO. If the gentlewoman
would yield, I assure the gentlewoman
that we will work together on cor-
recting the inequity.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-
mittee will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. JACK-
SON of Illinois) assumed the chair.

————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the
amendment of the House of Represent-
atives to the bill (S. 1) ““An Act to pro-
vide greater transparency in the legis-
lative process.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.
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The Committee resumed its sitting.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Who seeks
time?

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, how
much time is left?

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-
woman from Connecticut has 9 min-
utes. The gentleman from Georgia has
8 minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I commend
the subcommittee and its chair for a
good bill, and I wish to enter into a col-
loquy with the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut regarding funding for Commu-
nity Food Projects and organic transi-
tions research.

The 2007 farm bill that passed this
House on Friday substantially in-
creased the authorized funding for
Community Food Projects, but it
changed it from mandatory to discre-
tionary. The CFP supports hundreds of
innovative projects selected competi-
tively, such as community Kkitchens,
farmers markets, farm-to-school pro-
grams, in Connecticut among other
States. I’'m hoping that we can work
toward finding discretionary funds for
CFP.

Similarly, while the 2007 farm bill
authorized a substantial increase in
funding for various organic programs,
funding for the organic transitions re-
search program remained flat for the
fiscal year. The market for organic
food has reached $15 billion and is
growing. Yet farmers need help making
the transition from traditional to or-
ganic methods of farming, and without
that help we will increasingly be de-
pendent on overseas sources for organic
products.

I ask the Chair to consider an in-
creased level of funding for these pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to express my
support for the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and Re-
lated Agencies appropriations bill for Fiscal
Year 2008, and to commend the Committee
and Subcommittee leadership for their efforts
on the bill, but also to express my concern
about the lack of funding for community food
projects and the lack of an increase in funding
for the organic transitions research program
for Fiscal Year 2008.

The 2007 Farm Bill that passed the House
on Friday substantially increased the author-
ization for Community Food Projects (CFP)
funding, from $5 million to $30 million annu-
ally. However, it also changed the funding
from mandatory to discretionary, and funding
for CFP was not included in the FY 2008 Agri-
culture Appropriations bill that is before us
today.

Hundreds of civic groups and associations
throughout the country, as well as low-income
consumers and farmers who produce for local
and regional markets, benefit from this pro-
gram. The program facilitates and builds the
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capacity of non-profit, community-based orga-
nizations so they can establish projects that
meet the food needs of low-income popu-
lations; identify and address weakness in
urban food systems, such as insufficient retail
food stores in densely populations neighbor-
hoods and poor access to healthy and fresh
foods for schools; and promote comprehen-
sive responses to food, farm, and nutrition
issues by combining the resources of multiple
sectors of the food system. From its inception
in 1996 through 2007, CFP received manda-
tory funding under the Food Stamp Program
and it has funded more than 240 innovative
projects such as certified community kitchens,
community supported agricultural operations,
farmer's markets, agri-business incubators,
farm-to-school programs and other projects.

| regret that the 2007 Farm Bill made CFP
funding discretionary, if it remains so in the
enacted bill, | hope that the Senate and House
conferees will work to ensure that the pre-
vailing level of funding for CFP will be pro-
vided in the enacted Fiscal Year 2008 Agri-
culture Appropriations bill.

In addition, | wish to stress the urgency of
increasing funding for organic transitions re-
search in Fiscal Year 2008. While the 2007
Farm bill will substantially increase funding for
various organic programs, funding for the or-
ganic transitions research program has again
remained flat for Fiscal Year 2008. The market
for organic food has reached $15 billion and,
according to the Organic Trade Association,
growth in sales of organic food has been 15
percent to 21 percent each year since 1998,
compared with 2 percent to 4 percent for total
food sales. Although there are now 10,000 or-
ganic farms in the United States, that is not
enough to keep pace with demand. As a re-
sult, organic food suppliers must increasingly
look for organic produce and other agricultural
products from overseas locations.

The Organic Transitions Program is a highly
competitive grants program established as
part of the Department of Agriculture’s Coop-
erative State Research, Education, and Exten-
sion Service. This national program has been
extremely important to the organic farming
community in funding research to assist farm-
ers in overcoming the barriers to transitioning
their farm operations into organic production.
Through grants awarded under the program,
for example, a university in the West has been
funded to research ecological soil community
management for enhanced nutrient cycling; a
Northeastern university has been funded to re-
search reducing off-farm grain inputs on north-
east organic dairy farms; and another—a uni-
versity in a Great Plains state—to fund re-
search into the transition to sustainability.

The demand for research on a wide variety
of topics related to organic agriculture has
been increasing in proportion to the surging
growth in the demand for organic agricultural
products, and the benefits of this research ac-
crue not simply to organic and other farmers,
but to the entire health-conscious population.
Notwithstanding this surge in demand, funding
for organic research to facilitate the transition
into organic farming methods has been hold-
ing steady at just under $2 million for the last
few fiscal years, which represents only one-
hundredth of one percent of the size of the in-
dustry the research is intended to support.

The organic transitions program has been
extremely important to the organic farming
community in funding research to assist farm-
ers in overcoming the barriers to transitioning
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