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with his wife Jane, his children/Darrin, 
Dean, and Dawn, his eight grand-
children, and the entire Landry family 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING RON MIZUTANI 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor a great storyteller with 
a passion and deep empathy for the 
people of Hawaii. After a 20-year career 
in television journalism, Ron Mizutani 
announced this week that he will be 
leaving his post as news anchor and re-
porter for a top rated Honolulu news-
cast to pursue interests outside of jour-
nalism. 

Ron exemplifies Hawaii’s melting 
pot, our diverse human landscape rich 
with the contributions of unique cul-
tures from around the Pacific and 
across the globe. His desire to make 
the islands he grew up in a better place 
for the future, while cherishing the cul-
tures of old, is well known throughout 
Hawaii. Drawing on his personal herit-
age from Asia, Europe, and Hawaii’s in-
digenous peoples, Native Hawaiians, 
Ron crossed cultural lines and played a 
major role in bringing the diverse peo-
ple of Hawaii together into a cohesive 
unit. 

In his writing, Ron was true to the 
language and style of the islands. A 
proud graduate of my alma mater, Ka-
mehameha Schools, Ron’s colleagues 
routinely turned to him whenever they 
needed help with the pronunciation of 
a Hawaiian word or a greater under-
standing of traditional practices. 

Ron started his career as a sports-
caster, and with time and experience 
moved into news reporting. He is one of 
the only in-studio anchors that would 
actually go out, get dirty and cover 
news in the field on location. As Ron’s 
longtime photographer partner Greg 
Lau proudly recalls a day when an un-
usual storm generated high surf along 
the North-East shores of the islands, 
topping the beaches and coming into 
people’s homes. Ron put his story sec-
ond, jumping into the dangerous surf 
and ruining his clothes to help stack 
sandbags and salvage what could be 
saved. That was the part of the story 
viewers never knew, but colleagues cer-
tainly did. 

Telling stories about the people, 
places, and issues facing the islands of 
Hawaii was Ron’s kuleana, or duty. 
Ron took his kuleana seriously. His 
work captured the soul of the islands 
and he came to work every day with a 
mission to tell his story in a way that 
was compelling while remaining true 
to the issues at hand. More impor-
tantly, he refused to sensationalize the 
news. 

Ron’s storytelling ran the gamut: 
from entering homeless camps to tell 
the stories of the real people who had 
hit hard times amidst the islands’ soar-
ing property prices, following a local 
boy turned New York Mets hitter 
Benny Agbayani in his big moment in 

the World Series, the bittersweet cele-
bration of a Native Hawaiian man who 
got his piece of Hawaiian Homelands 
after 50 years on a waiting list, to fly-
ing to the face of hurricanes to keeping 
Hawaii residents safe and informed, 
Ron always went to great lengths to 
shed light on stories he knew needed to 
be told. 

Mr. President, Ron’s contribution to 
Hawaii’s understanding of itself and its 
people will be sorely missed. We wish 
him well in his future endeavors.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL RUSSELL 
M. OPLAND 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today I 
commend a distinguished public serv-
ant, the commander of Delaware Civil 
Air Patrol, COL Russell M. Opland. 

Civil Air Patrol, CAP, is the official 
auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, and is 
comprised entirely of civilian volun-
teers. It was formed on the shores of 
Delaware and New Jersey in 1941 to pa-
trol coastal waters for enemy sub-
marines. The wing commander is the 
senior corporate officer within a CAP 
Wing and is responsible to the Civil Air 
Patrol Corporation and to the regional 
commander for ensuring that corporate 
objectives, policies, and operational di-
rectives are executed within the Wing. 

CAP has three missions: cadet pro-
grams, emergency services, and aero-
space education. The cadet program 
provides youth, ages 12–21, the oppor-
tunity to serve their communities and 
develop into responsible citizens, in-
spiring them to become the next gen-
eration of pilots, engineers, mechanics, 
and aviation enthusiasts. As part of 
the emergency services mission, CAP 
performs 95 percent of inland aerial 
search and rescue missions in the con-
tinental U.S. CAP volunteers also per-
form homeland security, disaster re-
lief, and counterdrug missions at the 
request of Federal, State, and local 
agencies. 

Colonel Opland has led the Delaware 
Wing of the CAP since August 2003 and 
will step down on September 8, 2007. He 
has volunteered an average of 38 hours 
a week to the people of Delaware and 
the CAP cadets while still keeping his 
full time job as chief privacy and infor-
mation security officer for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Health System. 

During his tenure as commander, 
Colonel Opland earned significant 
awards and honors including the fol-
lowing: four Exceptional Service 
Awards, three Meritorious Service 
Awards, the Gill Robb Wilson Award, 
No. 2074, Delaware Wing Senior Mem-
ber of the Year, the Air Force Associa-
tion, AFA, Award for Outstanding CAP 
Achievements, ‘‘Outstanding’’ rating 
as Commander, 2005 Wing Compliance 
Inspection, and ‘‘Outstanding’’ rating 
as Incident Commander, 2003 Evaluated 
SAR/DR exercise. 

In addition to his personal awards, 
Colonel Opland led the Delaware Wing 
to national recognition. Despite the 
Wing’s small size, Colonel Opland’s at-

tention to operational detail and dis-
cipline allowed the Delaware Wing to 
log the most flying hours of any CAP 
wing in the nation, resulting in the 
wing receiving three new aircraft. For 
each of the past four years, Delaware 
cadets participating in national drill 
team and/or color guard competitions 
placed third or higher. 

I commend Colonel Opland for his 
dedication to aerospace education, to 
helping build young enthusiasts who 
believe in volunteering, and to the 
vital aerial missions that help keep 
Delaware and the Nation more secure. 
It is the tireless work of citizens like 
him that make this Nation great. 
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PROJECT COMPASSION 
∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
honor the work of an organization 
dedicated to preserving the memory of 
our service men and women who have 
died on active duty since the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. 

Project Compassion has dedicated 
itself to providing one gallery-quality 
portrait of every one of these fallen he-
roes to their designated next of kin at 
no cost to the family. Project Compas-
sion started in the spring of 2003 in the 
State of Utah, when a local artist 
named Kaziah Hancock learned of the 
death of a fellow Utah resident who 
was serving in Iraq. She located the 
soldier’s family and painted a free por-
trait for them as a gift of her apprecia-
tion. She then decided to paint as 
many portraits of our fallen men and 
women as her personal time and sav-
ings would allow. For more than 5 
years, she has refused to take a single 
dollar from anyone who has received a 
painting. 

And in these last 5 years, Project 
Compassion has never faltered in its 
mission to provide a tangible ‘‘thank- 
you’’ to the families of the brave men 
and women who have fallen in service 
to our country. That mission has re-
quired the addition of four more art-
ists, all of whom dedicate their time to 
be a part of the effort. In November 
2004, Project Compassion teamed up 
with Marie Woolf, a California-based 
creative media director, who agreed to 
manage and publicize the project. She 
worked to establish crucial relation-
ships with the media, government, and 
the armed services to fulfill the 
Project Compassion mission. 

All of the military services except for 
the Army now include Project Compas-
sion information with the standard pa-
perwork personally delivered by cas-
ualty officers. However, Project Com-
passion is one of the Army’s few third 
party organizations approved to con-
tact next of kin who have given their 
consent to be contacted. Project Com-
passion is also a member of America 
Supports You, a Defense Department 
program connecting citizens and cor-
porations with military personnel and 
their families serving at home and 
abroad. 

As of July, over 600 portraits have 
been completed and delivered to the 
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