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Reed (for Stevens) Amendment No. 2682, to re-
quire a report on access to medical services provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs to veterans
who live in remote rural areas. Pages S11109-10

Reed (for Allard) Amendment No. 2688, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to modify certain
instruments to allow the City of Aurora, State of
Colorado, to convey to the United States certain
non-Federal land to be used by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs for the construction of a veterans med-
ical facility. Page S11110

Rejected:

DeMint Amendment No. 2686, to strike section
225, relating to a prohibition on the disposal of De-
partment of Veterans Affairs lands and improve-
ments at West Los Angeles Medical Center, Cali-
fornia. (By 66 yeas to 25 nays (Vote No. 312), Sen-
ate tabled the amendment.) Pages S$11102-07

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the bill at 10:30
a.m. on Thursday, September 6, 2007, that the fol-
lowing be the only first-degree amendments remain-
ing in order to the bill, that they be subject to sec-
ond-degree amendments which are relevant to the
amendment to which it is offered: Sanders Amend-
ment No. 2664, Salazar Amendment No. 2662,
Brown Amendment No. 2673, a Coleman amend-
ment relating to conventions, and McConnell
Amendment No. 2666; that Senator Bunning be rec-
ognized to speak for up to 30 minutes; provided fur-
ther, that there be 2 minutes of debate prior to a
vote in relation to the Coleman amendment, with
the time equally divided between Senators Coleman
and Bunning, or their designees; provided further,
that there be 2 minutes for debate equally divided
and controlled in the usual form prior to a vote in
relation to all remaining amendments; that upon dis-
position of the Coleman amendment, the amend-
ment vote sequence be the following: Sanders
Amendment No. 2664, Salazar Amendment No.
2662, Brown Amendment No. 2673, a Coleman
amendment relating to conventions, and McConnell
Amendment No. 2666; provided further, that these
amendments be disposed of with no further debate
or motions in order, except for the debate specified
above; provided further, that the previous order re-
lating to points of order remaining in effect with re-
spect to this bill; and that upon disposition of all
amendments, the bill be read a third time, and Sen-
ate vote on passage of the bill; that upon passage,
Senate insist on its amendment, request a conference
with the House on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses and the Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees; provided further, that upon disposition of the
bill, Senate begin consideration of H.R. 2764, mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of State, for-
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eign operations, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2008. Pages S11126-27

Migratory and Transboundary Fish Stocks—Re-
ferral Agreement: A unanimous-consent agreement
was reached providing that the Committee on Fi-
nance be discharged from further consideration of S.
J. Res. 17, directing the United States to initiate
international discussions and take necessary steps
with other Nations to negotiate an agreement for
managing migratory and transboundary fish stocks
in the Arctic Ocean, and the bill then be referred to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Justice.

Page S11125

Messages from the House: Page S11113

Measures Referred: Page S11113

Measures Placed on the Calendar: Page S11113

Executive Communications: Pages S11113-16

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S11117-19

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S11119-20

Additional Statements: Pages S11112-13

Amendments Submitted: Pages S11120-24

Notices of Hearings/Meetings: Page S11125

Authorities for Committees to Meet:  Page S11125

Privileges of the Floor: Page S11125

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today.
(Total—312) Pages S11106-07

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:59 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
September 6, 2007. (For Senate’s program, see the
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s
Record on page S11126.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

UTAH MINE DISASTER

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies concluded a hearing to examine the Utah
mine disaster, focusing on preventing future coal
mining tragedies, after receiving testimony from
Richard E. Stickler, Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Mine Safety and Health Administration; Cecil E.
Roberts, United Mine Workers of America, Fairfax,
Virginia; J. Davitt McAteer, Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity, Shepherdstown, West Virginia; and Bruce
Watzman, National Mining Association, Wash-
ington, D.C.
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NOMINATIONS

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing on the nominations of Nancy Goodman
Brinker, of Florida, to be Chief of Protocol, and to
have the rank of Ambassador during her tenure of
service, Harry K. Thomas, Jr., of New York, to be
Director General of the Foreign Service, who was in-
troduced by Representative Lantos and Senator
Hutchison, Mark Kimmitt, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of State (Political-Military Affairs),
who was introduced by Senator Warner, and Ned L.
Siegel, of Florida, to be Ambassador to the Com-
monwealth of The Bahamas, who was introduced by
Senator Martinez, after each nominee testified and
answered questions in their own behalf.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the 50th anniversary of the Civil
Rights Act of 1957 and its continuing importance,
after receiving testimony from Representative John
Lewis (GA); Gail Heriot, Commissioner, United
States Commission on Civil Rights; Wade Hender-
son, Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, Theo-
dore M. Shaw, NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
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cational Fund, Inc., Peter A. Zamora, Mexican
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, and
Robert N. Driscoll, Alston and Bird LLP, all of
Washington, D.C.; and Robert P. Moses, Algebra
Project, Inc., Cambridge, Massachusetts.

ADVISING SENIORS ON FINANCIAL ISSUES

Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the qualifications for those who
advise seniors about financial issues, after receiving
testimony from Christopher Cox, Chairman, United
States Securities and Exchange Commission; Min-
nesota Attorney General Lori Swanson, St. Paul;
William Francis Galvin, Massachusetts Secretary of
State, Boston; Joseph P. Borg, North America Secu-
rities Administrators Association, Inc., and Nicholas
A. Nicolette, Financial Planning Association, both of
Washington, D.C.; Sandy Praeger, Kansas Insurance
Commissioner, Topeka, on behalf of the National
Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC);
Gary Bhojwani, Allianz Life Insurance Company of
North America, Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Edwin
J. Pittock, Society of Certified Senior Advisors, Den-
ver, Colorado.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 7 public
bills, H.R. 3473-3479; and 5 resolutions, H. Con.
Res. 203-204; and H. Res. 632, 634—635, were in-
troduced. Page H10156

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H10156-57

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H. Res. 633, providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 2786) to reauthorize the programs for
housing assistance for Native Americans (H. Rept.
110-316). Page H10156

Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the guest
Chaplain, Rev. Dr. S. L. Roberson, Metropolitan
Baptist Church, Ypsilanti, Michigan. Page H10079

Select Committee to Investigate the Voting
Irregularities of August 2, 2007—Appointment:
The Chair announced the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Select Committee to Investigate the Vot-
ing Irregularities of August 2, 2007: Representative
Delahunt, Chairman; Representatives Davis (AL) and
Herseth Sandlin. Page H10082

Select Committee to Investigate the Voting
Irregularities of August 2, 2007—Appointment:
Read a letter from Representative Boehner, Minority
Leader, in which he appointed the following Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to the Select
Committee to Investigate the Voting Irregularities of
August 2, 2007: Representative Pence, Ranking
Member; Representatives LaTourette and Hulshof.
Page H10082

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measures:

Extending the condolences and sympathy of the
House of Representatives to the Government and
the people of Greece for the grave loss of life and
vast destruction caused by the devastating fires
raging through Greece since June 2007: H. Res.
629, to extend the condolences and sympathy of the
House of Representatives to the Government and the
people of Greece for the grave loss of life and vast
destruction caused by the devastating fires raging
through Greece since June 2007, by a %5 yea-and-
nay vote of 407 yeas with none voting “nay”, Roll
No. 851; Pages H10082-84, H10112-13
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