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TRIBUTE TO TERRY FRIDAY 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2007 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life of Mr. Terry Fri-
day and to express my deepest sympathy to 
his family on his passing on September 1, 
2007. 

Terry Friday was born on December 26, 
1950, in Columbia, South Carolina to Joseph 
C. and Leola Lee Friday. A child prodigy, his 
musical genius became evident during his 
early years, and his family began to expose 
him to the world of music. 

At the age of 6, he began his formal music 
training under his first piano teacher, Mrs. 
Margaret Thornton, who nurtured his love for 
music and encouraged what would become 
Terry’s lifelong passion, sharing his musical 
gift with others. As he progressed through the 
Columbia public schools, other nurturing music 
teachers included Mrs. Haggler at Roosevelt 
Village Elementary School, Mrs. Barbara Bai-
ley, and Mrs. Edna Pough, all of whom had a 
profound influence on his early training. 

Terry excelled in almost all instruments, not 
only piano and organ. His special gift allowed 
him to play the flute, clarinet, French horn, 
drums, bells, and saxophone. His musical rep-
ertoire spanned the full range of music—clas-
sical, jazz, religious, hymns, spirituals and an-
thems, and contemporary gospel music. 

Mr. Friday graduated from Booker T. Wash-
ington High School in 1969, where he was a 
member of the Marching 100 school band 
under the direction of the late Mr. ‘‘Pop’’ June. 
He continued his education at the University of 
South Carolina where he received his Bach-
elor of Arts (1973) and Master’s (1979) de-
grees in Music. 

During his high school years, Terry began 
his Church music ministry at Friendship Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, a church 
founded by his grandparents. He later served 
the Union Baptist Church of Columbia. In 
1970, at only 20 years old, he became the or-
ganist at Ridgewood Missionary Baptist 
Church, where he served until 1989. It was 
during his tenure that the Ridgewood choir 
earned a national reputation for musical excel-
lence. 

In 1989, Mr. Friday was called to Wash-
ington, DC as the minister of music at the his-
toric Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the national cathedral of the AME 
church. During his tenure at Metropolitan, he 
served as musician/director at many pres-
tigious events and ceremonies, most notably 
the Inaugural Prayer Services for President 
William Jefferson Clinton in 1993 and 1997 re-
spectively. 

In September of 1998, Terry was named 
Minister of Music at the Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church of Washington, the oldest Afri-
can American Baptist congregation in the na-
tion’s capital. Highly sought after by churches 
and choral groups, one of Terry’s crowning 
achievements was playing the organ at the 
Washington National Cathedral. 

Mr. Friday leaves behind legions of choirs, 
orchestras, and ensembles, all of whom bene-
fited from his musical genius. One of his 
greatest joys was to feel the response of great 
choirs, as he accompanied them on the organ. 

On Saturday, September 7, friends and col-
leagues from across the country will gather at 
the Union Baptist Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina for funeral services and to celebrate 
the life of this great musician. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the life and legacy of Mr. Terry Friday, and I 
offer my deepest condolences to his family 
and friends. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JOANN 
DIGENNARO, PRESIDENT, CEN-
TER FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDU-
CATION, FOR BEING HONORED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BUL-
GARIA AND THE ST. CYRIL AND 
ST. METHODIUS INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2007 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to recognize and celebrate the 
honor that was bestowed by the Government 
of Bulgaria and the St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
International Foundation to Joann DiGennaro, 
President of the Center for Excellence in Edu-
cation. 

Founded in 1983 and located in McLean, 
Virginia, the mission of the Center for Excel-
lence in Education is to nurture young schol-
ars to careers in excellence and leadership in 
science and technology and to encourage 
international collaborations in the global com-
munity. The Center has a 23-year record of 
achievement in identifying and motivating fu-
ture leaders in science and technology. All 
programs provided by the Center are free of 
cost to participating students. 

As co-chair of the Bulgaria Caucus, I would 
like to congratulate Joann on her philanthropic 
and educational work benefiting the United 
States and Bulgaria. Joann’s leadership as 
President of the Center for Excellence in Edu-
cation has allowed her to secure donations of 
educational and medical equipment in Bul-
garia. She has been pivotal in creating a 
stronger relationship between the U.S. and 
Bulgaria. Her hard work should be com-
mended as Bulgaria continues to strengthen 
its democracy. America is a grateful partner 
with Bulgaria in NATO, and this year we cele-
brate Bulgaria’s admission to the European 
Union. 

I want to wish Mrs. DiGennaro best wishes 
and good fortune in her future projects. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF STAFF 
SERGEANT JASON M. BUTKUS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2007 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I wish to honor the life of Staff Sergeant Jason 
M. Butkus 34, of New Jersey, who died in 
Bagdad, Iraq, in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom on August 30, 2007. Staff Sergeant 
Butkus died of injuries sustained when his 
mounted patrol was struck by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade. 

Staff Sergeant Butkus was assigned to A 
company, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas. 
He enlisted in the army in 1995 and com-
pleted basic training at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
Prior to enlisting in our Nation’s armed forces, 
Staff Sergeant Butkus graduated from West 
Milford High School in West Milford, New Jer-
sey, where he was a scholar-athlete and 
member of the wrestling and track teams. 

Staff Sergeant Butkus’s 12-year military ca-
reer took him to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
where he served with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, and to Alaska and South Korea. Among 
his many assignments over the years, Butkus 
served as an instructor at the U.S. Army 
Training Center at Fort Jackson, South Caro-
lina. Additionally, Staff Sergeant Butkus was 
commended on two separate occasions for his 
leadership as a noncommissioned officer. 

Staff Sergeant Jason M. Butkus dedicated 
his life to protecting and ensuring our Nation’s 
freedom. He served his country, his commu-
nity, and his fellow soldiers with the deter-
mination, integrity, and courage that is exem-
plary of a true soldier. He demonstrated his 
courage on the battlefield while fighting for de-
mocracy abroad. His service is a shining ex-
ample for future soldiers. 

Staff Sergeant Jason M. Butkus is survived 
by a loving mother, father, and a 9-year-old 
son, Connor. Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life of Staff 
Sergeant Jason M. Butkus. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
DANIEL BAUGH BREWSTER 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2007 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the memory of 
Daniel Baugh Brewster, a former U.S. Rep-
resentative and U.S. Senator from Maryland. 

Daniel Brewster was born in Baltimore 
County, Maryland on November 23, 1923. He 
attended Gilman School in Baltimore, Mary-
land and St. Paul School in Concord, New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Brewster attended Princeton University 
before enlisting in the Marine Corps in 1942. 
At the age of 19, he commanded troops in the 
South Pacific as a lieutenant with the 4th Ma-
rine Regiment of the 6th Marine Division. Mr. 
Brewster led assault waves on Guam in 1944 
and on Sugar Loaf Mountain in Okinawa in 
1945. He was wounded seven times during 
the assaults, and was awarded a Purple 
Heart, two Gold Stars and two Bronze Stars. 

He attended school both day and night at 
the Johns Hopkins University to earn enough 
credits to enroll in the University of Maryland 
School of Law. He graduated in 1949 by 
supplementing his course work with night 
classes at George Washington University’s 
Law School. Shortly thereafter, he then formed 
a law practice with John Grason Turnbull, then 
majority leader of the Maryland Senate. He 
was elected to a countywide Maryland House 
of Delegates seat representing Baltimore 
County, Maryland in 1950, at age 26, and 
served two terms. 

In 1958, Mr. Brewster was elected to Con-
gress from Maryland’s 2nd District, which then 
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