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wise move to protect taxpayers. But 
the Senate said, no, and temporarily 
saved the bridge. House leaders of this 
Congress surprisingly backed the 
Bridge to Nowhere, but our arguments 
have finally won. Alaska has decided to 
block all funding for the Bridge to No-
where. Following the collapse of the 
Minneapolis bridge, we now have addi-
tional funds to fix bridges in need of re-
pair, and maybe return some of this 
money that was to be wasted to the 
American taxpayers that earned it. 

f 

SCHIP 

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, we have 47 million Americans with-
out health insurance. Today, we are 
going to have an opportunity to vote 
on providing 10 million children with 
continued health care coverage that 
they are going to need. This is, as in 
the spirit of many of the good things 
we have done, bipartisan. The Governor 
of Vermont, Republican, supports it. 
Republican Senators HATCH and GRASS-
LEY support it, done a tremendous job. 
The response from the President, un-
fortunately, is to veto this legislation. 

It is hard to understand how it is 
that, when the cost of this program is 
the equivalent of 2 weeks’ spending on 
the war in Iraq, we can’t find it in our 
capacity to spend that money to make 
certain that parents, when they go to 
bed at night, know their kids, when 
they need a doctor, will have access to 
the health care that they need. Our op-
portunity here in this House is to send 
the President a message, in the hopes 
that he will do the right thing and sign 
this bill, with an overwhelming bipar-
tisan bill that reflects the bipartisan 
work and bicameral work that was 
done to bring it to the floor. 

f 

SCHIP 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today the new majority sadly declares 
politics more important than health 
care for our Nation’s poorest children. 
Democrats are moving forward with a 
massive expansion of Washington-run 
health care under the auspices of help-
ing kids. Yet, any honest discussion 
about this bill reveals that it is clearly 
less about helping children and more 
about Washington control. You see, 
they think they can make better deci-
sions than you. 

Remarkably, this expansion of bu-
reaucratic health care offers taxpayer- 
funded coverage to people who are nei-
ther poor nor children. Democrats have 
made it clear that this bill is just the 
next step in their desired march toward 
Washington control of health care. And 
as a physician, I have seen how dan-
gerous government control of health 
care can be. 

Rather than forcing bureaucratic- 
controlled health care upon the Amer-
ican people, I urge my colleagues to re-
ject this proposal and reauthorize 
SCHIP in a way that is consistent with 
its original bipartisan intent: helping 
America’s poorest children. 

f 

SCHIP 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, how many more thousands of lives 
and hundreds of billions of dollars need 
to be spent to enable this President to 
avoid accountability, to save face for 
the worst foreign policy fiasco in 
America’s history? 

And when all is said and done, when 
all the blood and the treasure has been 
spent and we look back at what we will 
have accomplished, we will have a Shia 
theocracy far more loyal to Iran than 
it is to the United States, and probably 
equally repressive of women’s rights 
and human rights. How is that possibly 
worthy of the sacrifice of our soldiers? 
Mr. Speaker, it is not. 

The fact is that, if the President’s 
supplemental for Iraq that he is re-
questing now is granted, we will be 
spending almost as much in 1 week, 
$3.5 billion, as it would take to provide 
needed health insurance for 4 million 
poor children for an entire year. Isn’t 
it time to put America’s priorities in 
order? 

f 

U.S. HISTORY RESOLUTION 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, 220 
years ago, 55 delegates assembled in 
Philadelphia, ‘‘to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, ensure domes-
tic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity.’’ 

The principles set forth by our 
Founding Fathers are still important 
today, and the Constitution and found-
ing documents are essential to under-
stand our history as a nation. They re-
main the bedrock of American society, 
and it is essential that we honor our 
Constitution as the embodiment of the 
freedoms we hold dear. That is why I 
introduced the U.S. History Resolu-
tion. 

This resolution acknowledges the im-
portance of promoting U.S. history in 
our schools and communities, with a 
particular focus on America’s founding 
documents. 

As the saying goes, those who forget 
history are doomed to repeat it. And to 
avoid this fate, we should repeat it 
often, but to repeat it in schools, to re-
peat it to our children so they under-
stand where we came from so we can 
know where we are going. And that 
will promote a better America. 

WAR IN IRAQ 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, the 
President recently boasted that we 
were ‘‘kicking ass in Iraq.’’ 

With brave Americans dying in 
record numbers, I have two questions 
for the President. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

Mr. MCHENRY. The gentleman’s 
words are out of order. The gentleman 
is using language that is unbecoming 
of the debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all Members to re-
frain from vulgarity. 

The gentleman will proceed. 
Mr. YARMUTH. With brave Amer-

ican soldiers dying in record numbers, 
I have just two questions for the Presi-
dent: Just whose posteriors are we 
kicking? And how do you know? 

With Sunnis and Shiites killing 
themselves and each other, plus an in-
competent Maliki government, we 
don’t know who we are fighting much 
less where we are kicking them. And 
while we are tied up in Iraq, al Qaeda 
thrives in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

So the President’s turn of phrase will 
go into the Blooper Hall of Fame with 
other Bush golden oldies, like ‘‘last 
throes,’’ ‘‘links to al Qaeda,’’ and ‘‘mis-
sion accomplished.’’ 

There was a time when American 
success meant defeating Nazis, tearing 
down communism’s iron curtain, and 
walking on the Moon. Supporting our 
troops meant honest safeguards, not 
trash talk. How low have our standards 
fallen when the President points to the 
debacle he created and says, ‘‘This is 
what I am proud of’’? 

Most Americans believe in a country 
that is capable of much higher stand-
ards. And if America were really kick-
ing butt, the President wouldn’t need 
to say anything. Everyone would know 
it. 

f 

b 1015 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all Members to re-
frain from vulgarity. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE ATTACK ON 
GENERAL PETRAEUS 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks 
ago, General Petraeus presented Con-
gress with the progress report that we 
requested. Rather than encountering a 
fair dialogue on the situation in Iraq, 
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he was confronted with an accusation 
of treason by one of the Nation’s most 
prominent and well-funded liberal ad-
vocacy organizations. 

Last week the Senate took the appro-
priate course of action to officially, 
and in a bipartisan fashion, condemn 
this atrocious act on a distinguished 
war hero. I call on the Democrat lead-
ership to follow the Senate’s lead and 
allow for consideration of House Reso-
lution 644. 

The men and women of our Armed 
Forces have committed themselves to 
the defense of this Nation. I ask my 
colleagues, who will come to their de-
fense when their integrity and patriot-
ism come under attack? 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE 
COVERAGE 

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, 10 years 
ago, in a bipartisan manner, Congress 
enacted the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program to provide health cov-
erage to those who need it the most. 
Since that time it’s been a success 
story providing health care coverage to 
6 million children. 

When I was a member of the Texas 
State legislature, I had an opportunity 
to help implement the first CHIP pro-
gram in the State of Texas there in La-
redo. Again, it’s a story that’s worked 
very well. 

In fact, as the program grew, the 
number of uninsured children in our 
Nation has dropped dramatically, even 
though child poverty was on the rise 
and many of the families were losing 
their employer-based health coverage. 

Unfortunately, this trend has started 
to reverse itself. For 2 years in a row 
the number of uninsured children has 
increased. There are now 8.7 million 
children in our Nation who are unin-
sured. Those numbers are a clear sign 
that Congress needs to pass a bipar-
tisan agreement that was reached last 
week and will be on the floor today 
that will provide access to quality 
health insurance to 10 million low-in-
come children. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bipartisan 
agreement. Again, Democrats and Re-
publicans need to come together for 
the Nation’s children. 

f 

BURMA PROTESTS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, over the 
last several days, the world has wit-
nessed an incredible display of courage 
in the face of tyranny in Burma. Bud-
dhist monks have been peacefully 
marching throughout the streets of 
Rangoon, as well as 25 other cities 
throughout the country. These pious 
men, revered by their countrymen, are 
peacefully calling for an end to the 

brutal military dictatorships that have 
held the country hostage for over four 
decades. 

Citizens are beginning to stand in 
support of the peaceful demonstration, 
at times protecting the monks from 
possible violence from riot police by 
linking arms, acting as a human shield. 
The military junta has warned that it 
may take action against the 
protestors, action that has been ter-
ribly violent in the past. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand today in soli-
darity with the people of Burma, who 
wish only for freedom and an end to 
the military dictatorship. And I call on 
the military regime to respect the will 
of the Burmese people to live in free-
dom. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
FOR MURDER VICTIMS 

(Mr. ELLSWORTH asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the National 
Day of Remembrance for Murder Vic-
tims. This day gives each of us the op-
portunity to remember the victims of 
violent crimes and offer our support to 
their families. 

As a career law enforcement officer, I 
saw firsthand the devastation violent 
crimes bring to victims and their fami-
lies and to the communities where they 
occur. And I understand the need to de-
fend victims rights in the aftermath of 
their unspeakable loss. 

In honor of those victims, I’m proud 
to join my colleague from Washington 
(Mr. REICHERT) in introducing legisla-
tion to prohibit America’s most hei-
nous criminals and murderers from 
profiting from their crimes. Our bill, 
the Stop the Sale of Murderabilia to 
Protect the Dignity of Crime Victims 
Act, would fight the exploitation of 
criminal activity by preventing crimi-
nals from selling their wares in public 
auction. I can think of no better way 
to honor the victims of murder than 
supporting this bill. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
FOR MURDER VICTIMS 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
ELLSWORTH) for his resolution, and I 
want to join him this morning. And I’m 
honored to stand here this morning as 
part of the first National Day of Re-
membrance for Murder Victims to pay 
tribute to the memory of those whose 
lives have been tragically cut short 
through senseless acts of violence in 
this country. Let us and their families 
know that they are not alone. 

Of course we must continue to devote 
the resources necessary to the local, 
State, and Federal levels to protect our 
communities from falling victim to fu-
ture criminal acts, but we cannot for-

get those who have already been vic-
tims, particularly the victims of mur-
der and the families that struggle to 
rebuild their lives after such heinous 
acts. 

This day also enables us to recognize 
and thank those victims assistance or-
ganizations, like Parents of Murdered 
Children, that happen to be 
headquartered in my district in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and the National Center 
for Victims of Crime, that provide on-
going support to the surviving families. 
The strength, comfort, and compassion 
that these organizations provide to 
families and friends of murder victims 
is immeasurable and should not go un-
recognized. 

I urge my colleagues to take a mo-
ment today to remember these victims 
and their families and the organiza-
tions that provide assistance. 

f 

REPUBLICAN CONGRESS LOST ITS 
WAY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Congress 
will take up a continuing resolution to 
fund the Federal Government after 
September 30. While the House has 
passed all 12 of its appropriation bills, 
Senate Republicans continue to ob-
struct efforts to finish the process over 
in the other Chamber, making the con-
tinuing resolution necessary. 

In our appropriations bills, we re-
jected the President’s most harmful 
cuts and made targeted investments in 
veterans care, education, health care, 
homeland security, and law enforce-
ment. And we did this all by remaining 
fiscally responsible. 

This is something new around here. 
Past Republican Congresses refused to 
abide by the pay-as-you-go philosophy. 
As a result, they turned a $5.6 trillion 
10-year surplus under the Clinton ad-
ministration into a $3 trillion deficit 
today. 

Former Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan summarizes the Re-
publican stewardship of the Federal 
budget best when he states in his new 
book: ‘‘The Republicans in Congress 
lost their way.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats will 
continue to be fiscally responsible. 

f 

FUNDING FOR VETERANS HEALTH 
CARE 

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the continued politics 
being played with this year’s veterans 
funding by the majority party. Last 
week, 44 Members of Congress sent a 
letter to the Speaker urging her to im-
mediately bring a conference report on 
veterans funding before the House. Our 
goal was to pass this funding and avoid 
the political gamesmanship of the ap-
propriation process. Earlier this year, 
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