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The Revolutionary Guard is part of
the Iranian Government. If they are at-
tacking us, they are not a terrorist or-
ganization. They are an attacking
army. But are they? I am not sure
about that. If they were, we would be
hearing some pretty strong expressions
of support.

Last weekend we had Admiral
Fallon, who is General Petraeus’s oper-
ational commander, responsible for all
of the nations in that region, not sim-
ply Iraq, saying:

I expect there will be no war and that is
what we ought to be working for.

We should find ways through which
we can bring countries to work to-
gether for the benefit of all.

This constant drumbeat of conflict is what
strikes me—

Says Admiral Fallon—

which is not helpful and not useful ... I
expect there will be no war. . . .

We have General Petraeus, whose
comments are widely quoted in the
“whereas’ clauses.

When he was testifying in front of
the Foreign Affairs Committee in his
official testimony, he did mention that
Iran was using the Quds Force to turn
Shiite militias into a Hezbollah-like
force to fight a proxy war, et cetera.
But then when he was asked a question
about it, General Petraeus said: The
Quds Force itself, we believe, by and
large, those individuals have been
pulled out of the country as have been
the Lebanese Hezbollah trainers who
were being used to augment that activ-
ity.

We have the statement of Prime Min-
ister Maliki in today’s Washington
Post. He said: Iran’s role in fomenting
violence diverges from the administra-
tion’s. His opinion. His government has
begun a dialogue with Iran and Syria,
according to him, and has explained to
them that their activities are
unhelpful. Our relations with these
countries have improved, he said, to
the point they are not interfering in
our international affairs.

Asked about the Revolutionary
Guard forces, which the U.S. military
charges are arming, training, and di-
recting Shiite militias in Iraq, Maliki
said:

There used to be support through borders
for these militias. But it has ceased to exist.

Now, I am not saying all of this is
factually 100 percent right. I am not
saying the other side is right. Here is
what I am saying: We haven’t had one
hearing on this. I am on the Foreign
Relations Committee, I am on the
Armed Services Committee. We are
about to vote on something that may
fundamentally change the way the
United States views the Iranian mili-
tary, and we have not had one hearing.
This is not the way to make foreign
policy. It is not the way to declare war,
although this clearly worded sense of
the Congress could be interpreted this
way. These who regret their vote 5
years ago to authorize military action
in Iraq should think hard before sup-
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porting this approach, because, in my
view, it has the same potential to do
harm where many are seeking to do
good.

The constant turmoil that these
sorts of proposals and acts are bringing
to the region is counterproductive.
They are a regrettable substitute for a
failure of diplomacy by this adminis-
tration. This kind of rhetoric will only
encourage the Iranian people to rally
around bad leadership because of the
fear of foreign invasion. Fear of the
outside is the main glue that authori-
tarian regimes historically use when
they face trouble on the inside.

Admiral Fallon agrees with this
view. The Baker-Hamilton report was
adamant about the need to engage
these nations. The facts of our econ-
omy say so. Going back to the begin-
ning of the Iraq war, in the fall of 2002,
b years ago, oil was $25 dollars a barrel;
it is $82 a barrel today. The price of
gold was below $300, yesterday it was
$740.

The value of our currency is at an
all-time low against the Euro, at par-
ity for the first time in 30 years with
the Canadian dollar. This proposal is
DicK CHENEY'’s fondest pipe dream. It is
not a prescription for success. At best
it is a deliberate attempt to divert at-
tention from a failed diplomatic policy.
At worst it could be read as a backdoor
method of gaining congressional vali-
dation for military action without one
hearing and without serious debate.

I believe this amendment should be
withdrawn so we can hold sensible
hearings and fulfill our duty to truly
examine these far-reaching issues. If it
is not withdrawn, I regrettably intend
to vote against it.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, would the
Chair have the bill reported that is now
before the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1585, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 15685) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2008 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
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military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Nelson (NE) (for Levin) amendment No.
2011, in the nature of a substitute.

Warner (for Graham/Kyl) amendment No.
2064 (to amendment No. 2011), to strike sec-
tion 1023, relating to the granting of civil
rights to terror suspects.

Kyl/Lieberman amendment No. 3017 (to
amendment No. 2011), to express the sense of
the Senate regarding Iran.

Biden amendment No. 2997 (to amendment
No. 2011), to express the sense of Congress on
federalism in Iraq.

AMENDMENT NO. 2064

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I call for
the regular order with respect to the
Graham amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
amendment is now pending.

AMENDMENT NO. 3035 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2064
(Purpose: To provide Federal assistance to

States, local jurisdictions, and Indian

tribes to prosecute hate crimes, and for

other purposes)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I do have
an amendment at the desk and ask it
be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], for
Mr. KENNEDY, for himself and Mr. SMITH,
proposes an amendment numbered 3035 to
the language proposed to be stricken by
amendment No. 2064.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion at the desk and ask it
be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on amendment No.
3035 regarding hate crimes.

Gordon H. Smith, Chuck Schumer, Ber-
nard Sanders, Robert Menendez, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Frank R. Lautenberg,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, Chris Dodd,
John F. Kerry, Patty Murray, Barack
Obama, Jeff Bingaman, Ben Cardin,
Evan Bayh, Tom Harkin, Ted Kennedy,
Dianne Feinstein.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate return
to morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, and the morning busi-
ness be until 12:30 today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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