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Force National Guard as they continue
their critical role in our warfighting
efforts. And it includes the badly need-
ed Wounded Warrior legislation that
will address the broader issues of pa-
tient care which we saw manifested at
Walter Reed.

As a member of the Armed Services
Committee, I am committed to seeing
this bill pass the floor of the Senate. It
would be a complete failure of leader-
ship on our part if we failed to pass
this vital measure while our men and
women are engaged in conflict. Unfor-
tunately, this bill has been bogged
down by politically motivated Iraq
votes the Senate has taken many times
before. Again, I understand the legiti-
mate differences of opinion others may
have on our strategy in Iraq, but it
demonstrates a lack of seriousness
about the enemy we face and the needs
of our men and women in uniform to be
here after 14 days of debate and not to
have passed this critical legislation,
particularly as we come up against the
end of the fiscal year on September 30.

It is time to put the politics aside. It
is time to put aside the nondefense re-
lated amendments. Every day, our men
and women in uniform are out there
making us proud with their courage
and dedication to their mission. We
should be here doing our job making
sure we are supporting them by passing
this critical legislation.

There are some legitimate amend-
ments related to the underlying bill
that we have debated at length, but
there are also a lot of amendments
that are unrelated to the underlying
bill. Switching gears and moving to
hate crimes legislation or to restart
the immigration debate on the Defense
authorization bill, in my view, would
be a mistake. It would demonstrate a
lack of leadership and a lack of good
judgment on our part when we have
men and women in the field who are
fighting every single day. We need to
make sure we get them a Defense au-
thorization bill that gives them the
pay raise they deserve, that addresses
the equipment needs they have, that
deals with the Wounded Warrior legis-
lation, and that cares for our veterans
when they come back from that con-
flict. There are so many important
things in this underlying bill that we
need to deal with, and we need to deal
with them in a timely way.

I would hope that as the debate gets
underway again tomorrow, we will be
able to come to some final conclusion
about this bill and get it passed into
law without having to get bogged down
in what are ancillary and unrelated
issues, many of which are now, at this
late juncture, being brought forward.

I urge my colleagues on both sides to
do what is in the national interest, the
right thing for our men and women in
uniform; that is, to pass a Defense au-
thorization bill that addresses their
fundamental needs to make sure they
have the funding and support, training
and equipment they need to do their
jobs and complete their mission.
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I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CASEY. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
SCHIP

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to
talk about an issue we have debated for
many months on the floor of the Sen-
ate. It has been debated in the other
body, and it has been debated a lot of
places across the country. The issue is
children’s health insurance.

We have a vehicle in place to make
sure that not only do the 6.5 million
children who are covered already under
the program maintain their coverage
all across the country, but in par-
ticular with this legislation, this bipar-
tisan legislation, the Senate bill, which
a couple of weeks ago we saw got 68
votes—the Presiding Officer and others
in this body know it is hard to get 68
votes on anything, especially some-
thing as significant as children’s
health insurance. But that was a re-
sounding vote in favor of a policy
which will make sure we cover those
6.5 million children but add substan-
tially to that to the point where this
legislation would allow us to make
sure 10 million American children have
health insurance. We have a vehicle.
We have a program that works. We
have bipartisan consensus from across
the board, even beyond parties. We
have people who don’t agree on much
in legislation over the course of a year
or two agreeing on this. There is strong
support across America for it, cer-
tainly in my State of Pennsylvania,
certainly in the State of New Jersey.
But all across America we see support
from virtually every corner.

There is only one problem. Despite
the bipartisan consensus which exists
here and in the other body, the Presi-
dent has threatened and seems deter-
mined to veto this legislation. For the
life of me, I can’t understand that. I
can’t understand why the President
would say that he supports reauthor-
izing the program, that he thinks the
program is good and it works, but he
will not support a bipartisan con-
sensus. This makes no sense, especially
since States across America have had
this kind of insurance in place for
many years. In Pennsylvania, we have
about 160,000 children covered right
now, maybe a little more. We could in-
crease that substantially over the next
5 years to add another 140,000 or more.
So instead of having 160,000 kids cov-
ered, we get 300,000 children in Penn-
sylvania covered.

We know this doesn’t end the discus-
sion. We know there will still be chil-
dren who won’t be covered. Even if we
get to that 10 million number, we know
there will be millions of children,
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maybe as many as b5 million, who are
not covered. So we can’t rest just on
the foundation of this legislation.

I plead with the President, don’t veto
legislation that will provide 10 million
American children with the health care
they should have, the health care their
parents and their communities have a
right to expect but also the health care
for children in the dawn of their lives
which, beyond what it does for that
child, which is obvious, I think there is
a strong moral argument, but even be-
yond that argument, what this will do
for the American economy years into
the future.

These children, if they get the kind
of health care and early learning we all
support, will do better in school. They
will achieve more. They will learn
more. And if they learn more, they can
earn more. We know there are CEOs
across the country who understand this
investment in our children is an invest-
ment in our economic future.

I join a lot of people in this Chamber
in both parties who worked very hard
to get 68 votes for this legislation.
There was a lot of tough negotiating in
the Senate Finance Committee, where
the vote, I think, was 17 to 4 way back
in the summer. There is the work that
has been done in the House and the
work that has been done between both
bodies to get this right.

I ask anyone who has an interest in
this legislation across the country—or
anywhere someone is following this
issue—to urge the President not to
veto children’s health insurance that
will cover 10 million American chil-
dren.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2008—Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 3047
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1585, that
the amendments to the substitute be
laid aside, and the Senate proceed to
the Hatch amendment No. 3047; that
the cloture motion at the desk on the
amendment be considered as having
been filed and reported, and the Senate
then resume the regular order regard-
ing the bill, and then return to morn-
ing business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3047) is as fol-
lows:
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