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identified a total of two undocumented immi-
grants during this period; meanwhile, 20,000 
poor children have gone without health insur-
ance. Data from the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities suggests that these children 
are overwhelmingly African American, hardly 
the demographic results we’d expect if our col-
leagues were correct in suggesting that tens 
of thousands of illegal immigrant children were 
being denied coverage. 

The debate about reauthorizing SCHIP 
should be about the public health and improv-
ing the health of our children. In a recent sur-
vey, 90 percent of parents applying for Med-
icaid for their children indicated that they have 
no other health coverage available. Allowing 
state flexibility in citizenship verification is 
sound public health policy that would enable 
thousands of American children access to vital 
health services to help them live better, 
healthier, and more productive lives. Because 
Medicaid is now the single largest cost to 
state taxpayers, we ought to make a con-
certed effort to support state flexibility. Twenty- 
four Senators signed letters to Chairman BAU-
CUS asking him to include this measure in the 
Senate’s bipartisan SCHIP bill, and 51 other 
House Members joined me in requesting that 
Chairman DINGELL include this provision in the 
House version. I thank the Committees for in-
cluding this important provision in this land-
mark legislation. 

Reauthorizing SCHIP is sound public health 
policy—research shows that children who 
have access to health insurance are substan-
tially more likely to access key preventative 
services, miss fewer days of school due to ill-
ness, get better grades, and continue to have 
superior outcomes later in life. Moreover, the 
financial benefits of covering children vastly 
outweigh the costs—one need only compare 
the cost of a visit to a primary care provider 
to the cost of a night spent in the emergency 
room. But above all, covering all our children 
is a moral imperative—it is the only possible 
humane, responsible course of action. I urge 
a yes vote on the underlying bill, and further-
more, would urge the President, in the strong-
est possible terms, not to veto this vitally 
needed, responsible legislation to cover the 
most vulnerable members of our society: our 
children. 
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Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the community and citi-
zens of Clinton, North Carolina, for being 
named an All-America City by the National 
Civic League. Clinton has earned a place 
among the ranks of more than 500 other com-
munities across the country that have 
achieved this distinction. In honor of this ac-
complishment, I am entering into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD this special tribute which 
details the extraordinary efforts made by the 
people of Clinton and the strong example they 
have set for other cities in North Carolina and 
our Nation to follow. 

Fully incorporated in the year 1822, Clinton 
has become a community dedicated to 
progress, development, and civic engagement. 
It has become a community committed to a 
strong system of values and faith. And it is 
this powerful combination that has helped earn 
the City of Clinton its All-America designation. 

Three community projects in particular set 
Clinton apart from the other cities in the com-
petition. 

First, through the Technology Project at the 
Butler Avenue School, both students and 
adults have been given greater access to 
computers and the World Wide Web. After- 
school programs and ‘‘how-to’’ classes can 
now give underserved segments of the com-
munity access to modern-day technologies 
and the advantages that come with them. 

Second, the March to a Million campaign 
raised over $2 million in donations in just 3 
months from professionals, corporations, 
churches, civic clubs, teachers, alumni asso-
ciations, and other citizens to help pay for the 
construction of a new Clinton High School. 
Students even sold Valentines to help pay for 
the auxiliary gym, auditorium, and academic 
programs that could not have otherwise been 
built and implemented. 

Third, the city of Clinton has tackled the 
obesity crisis head-on by implementing the Fit-
ness Renaissance program in school physical 
education classes, as well as building a Cen-
ter for Health and Wellness. These two efforts 
have given the citizens of Clinton the proper 
tools to begin and maintain a healthy way of 
life. 

The city of Clinton will be recognized and 
congratulated for their designation as an All- 
America City on October 24, 2007, here in 
Washington, DC. Its citizens are to be com-
mended for this accomplishment. May God 
bless the people of this great community for 
the very positive example they have set for 
the cities around our great Nation. 
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the centennial celebration of the 
town of Bailey, NC, in my Congressional Dis-
trict. Bailey was settled in the 18th century 
and became a charter town in Nash County in 
1908. Bailey was named for the first settler in 
the township, Drewey Bailey. 

Bailey is predominately a farming commu-
nity. A feed mill and lumber mill are located in 
the town to meet the needs of the agrarian 
surroundings. There are several established 
merchants orientated to supplying the farm 
community with all needed supplies for the ag-
ricultural industry. It is estimated that about 80 
percent of the town’s income can be ac-
counted to farmers in the area. One of the first 
merchants in Bailey was Malachi Bissette. His 
store was one of the largest in the area. It was 
quite typical of the general store carrying ‘‘ev-
erything needed from birth to death, farm sup-
plies, groceries, clothes, and coffins.’’ Several 
of the first buildings of the town are still occu-
pied. 

Bailey has two garment factories—the Bai-
ley Garment Plant and Quality Textiles—which 
employ 150 persons combined. The leading 
non-agricultural industry of the area in 
Neverson Quarry of the Superior Stone Com-
pany. The Quarry came into existence in 1913 
by an act of Congress. In that year Congress 
authorized a harbor of refuge for ships in case 
of storms at Cape Lookout on the North Caro-
lina coast. This necessitated the erection of 
two long sea walls behind which ships could 
seek protection. Furnishing stone for this 
breakwater lead to the opening of the Quarry. 

In 1948, the company changed its name to 
Bryan Rock and Sand Company. Under this 
and the Superior Stone Company leadership, 
the quarry has become one of the largest and 
most modem granite crushing plant, in the 
South. There is an average of two train loads 
of stone shipped from the quarry daily. This 
large shipment makes Bailey the fourth largest 
freight origination point on the Norfolk and 
Southern Railroad. Economically, the Bailey 
community benefits from this increased stone 
output. Approximately 100 workers are regu-
larly employed, with local labor being used 
when possible. 

Civic life has always been an important part 
of the community. For many years there has 
been a masonic lodge in the town. In the early 
fifties, the masons constructed a building for 
their own use and for the recreational use of 
the town. Other established civic organizations 
include the American Legion and Ladies Auxil-
iary, the Lions Club, the Order of Eastern Star 
and Chamber of Commerce. 

Bailey has been host to several leaders on 
both the national and international level. Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman made a visit to the city 
when he was in office. In 1954, Bailey was 
host to President and Madame Bayar, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Turkey, and the staff 
of approximately 35 aides and press rep-
resentatives. After Bayar’s visit, officials of the 
high school and the staff of the school paper 
were entertained at the Turkish Embassy in 
exchange for the hospitality offered the presi-
dent when he visited the town. 

Madam Speaker, Bailey has a rich history 
that makes it one of shining stars of Nash 
County and the State of North Carolina and I 
am proud to have the honor of representing 
this great town. It is fitting that we take a mo-
ment today to honor the centennial celebration 
of the town of Bailey. 
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FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 19, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) Amendments Act. 

It is critical that the FDA has the authority 
and resources it needs to protect the health 
and safety of American families. Recent high-
ly-publicized tragic events linked to prescrip-
tion drugs, such as Vioxx, have highlighted the 
importance of the mission of the FDA and the 
improvements necessary to ensure its effec-
tiveness. 

This bill strengthens the FDA’s oversight of 
drug safety by establishing a new program 
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