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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, You alone can trace the
deepest fault lines of history and read
the highest aspirations of the human
heart.

We pray You, O Lord, to be with the
Members of the House of Representa-
tives today. Give them sound judgment
and make them as practical and
“‘street wise’’ as the American people
who sent them here as their represent-
atives.

Help them to withstand open criti-
cism when they know what is right be-
fore You and conscience. Often they
are characterized by half-truths and at-
tributed motives that are far beneath
them. Uphold them at such times, with
personal integrity and compassion for
those most in need. Having called them
to serve others to the best of their abil-
ity, lift them even higher by Your
grace and power to live and work for
the greater glory of God, both now and
forever. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. RICHARD-
SON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. RICHARDSON led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

FUNDING FOR SCHIP VERSUS
FUNDING FOR IRAQ

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
yesterday this House made the historic
step of reauthorizing the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, known as
SCHIP, so we can give 10 million low-
income children health care. This plan
not only ensures current enrollees do
not lose coverage, but it will help cover
3 million additional children in low-in-
come families who are currently eligi-
ble for the program but not yet en-
rolled.

Unfortunately, President Bush has
threatened to veto the bill over and
over. He instead supports his own plan
which would actually result in thou-
sands of low-income kids losing their
health care coverage, according to the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice.

It is also important to mention that
the plan we passed is fully paid for.
This is in stark contrast to the over
$400 billion that the President has al-
ready asked the taxpayers to spend in
Iraq. In fact, for the cost of just over 3
months in Iraq, we could insure these
10 million children for 5 years without
adding to our Nation’s debt.

Madam Speaker, it is time for the
President to reconsider his ill-advised
veto threat and pledge to protect
health coverage for America’s children
in need.

———

EARMARK IN SCHIP BILL

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the House passed a SCHIP bill that
makes a mockery of the earmark rules.
An already seriously flawed bill got
worse when it became clear that we
would be voting on a bill that had been
given a sham earmark certification.
Quite simply, this bill contained an
earmark, despite receiving the ear-
mark-free designation by the House
Rules Committee.

The House rules are clear. If a bill
has earmarks, it must be identified ac-
cordingly. But, somehow, the Demo-
crat majority shoehorned money for
specific health care facilities into yes-
terday’s SCHIP legislation and slipped
it through committee.

I don’t doubt there are medical facili-
ties that need funding, but not funding
that bends the rules. Are the American
people supposed to take proclamations
about new ethical standards seriously?
If anything, we are witnessing a new
atmosphere of hypocrisy, a charade of
openness that veils a status quo rife
with secret earmark spending.

This is not the way this House should
do business. Let’s get back to doing
business the way the American people
want, without secret earmark spending
and with accountability for every dol-
lar in every piece of legislation.

———

SCHIP

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
this House passed a conference com-
mittee report on SCHIP that will give
health care for over 4 million children,
something we long should have done.

Forty Members of the Republican
Party joined with us, but many Mem-
bers of the Republican Party, just like
the previous speaker, sensed that
something was wrong with the bill be-
cause it was, quote-unquote, an ear-
mark. That alleged earmark, not really
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