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comprehensive immigration reform
was not passed. On two separate occa-
sions, as Republicans filibustered the
legislation to its legislative death, we
tried to move this to conference on
comprehensive immigration reform,
and it was filibustered both times. We
had knowledge there were not enough
Republican votes to pass it. The last
time we got 12 Republican Senators.

Part of that vital legislation was
something we called the DREAM Act.
This legislation’s advocates have
moved very hard. The primary advo-
cate for this, and its primary sponsor,
has been Senator RICHARD DURBIN of I1-
linois. He has worked tirelessly in his
efforts to pass the DREAM Act. He has
spoken within the Senate on many oc-
casions, both here on the Senate floor,
in the committee, and in press con-
ferences we have had regarding immi-
gration. I have never known Senator
DURBIN to feel more strongly about
anything than this, and we have been
together for b years.

The DREAM Act recognizes that
children should not be penalized for the
actions of their parents. Many of these
youth come to America very young.
Many do not even remember their
country of origin because they were
too young when they left, nor do they
speak the language of their home coun-
try. They think of themselves as Amer-
icans.

Many of these children are so des-
perate to be able to go to school. Only
children who come to the TUnited
States when they were 15 years old or
younger and have been in the United
States for at least 5 years can apply
under the DREAM Act. They would
have to meet certain criteria, includ-
ing earning a high school diploma,
demonstrated good moral character,
and passing criminal and security
clearances. That is what the DREAM
Act requires. To qualify for permanent
status you must go to college or serve
in the military for at least 2 years.

I have met star students in Nevada,
for lack of a better description, who
had qualified for the DREAM Act. With
it their future is limitless. Without it,
their future is very limited. Their fu-
ture is diminished, of course, if they
can’t go to school.

Many of the children this bill would
help are extremely talented and have
graduated in the top of their classes,
yet cannot go to a State school. What
a waste it is to make it more difficult
for them to go to college or prohibit
them from getting jobs where they
could be making meaningful contribu-
tions to their communities and to our
country. What good does it do anybody
to prevent these young people from
having a future? Is gang membership
better? Is a minimum wage job for life
better? Is a life of crime better?

I hoped we would be able to offer this
legislation as an amendment to the
pending legislation, the Defense Au-
thorization Act, but we have been un-
able to do that. Enacting the DREAM
Act will give more of our children an
opportunity to succeed.
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Senator DURBIN and all who care
about this matter should know that we
will move to proceed to this matter be-
fore we leave here. I am going to do my
utmost to do it by November 16. This is
important legislation. We have a com-
mitment to the young people to do
this. It was part of the comprehensive
immigration reform. It was a key part
of comprehensive immigration reform.
It was there that Senator DURBIN
began talking about it—some would
think incessantly—but he talked about
it all the time, and he still feels strong-
ly about this.

I send a message to him tonight and
all who care about this legislation, we
are going to try to move to this legisla-
tion. We should have been able to do it
on this bill. We are going to be unable
to do it, but we are going to move for-
ward on this legislation as I have out-
lined.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT EDMUND J. JEFFERS

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, today
I wish to reflect on the life of SGT Ed-
mund Jeffers, who died last Wednesday
in a vehicle accident in Taqqadum,
Iraq. Sergeant Jeffers served in the 1st
Battalion, 9th Infantry, 2nd Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division. At the age of 23
he was on his second tour of duty in
Iraq.

Eddie Jeffers grew up in Daleville,
AL, just south of Fort Rucker. The son
of a master sergeant, he learned the
value of military service early in life.
He enlisted in the Army Reserve in 2002
after his graduation, feeling the call of
duty after the events of September 11.

Those who knew Sergeant Jeffers de-
scribe him as a man of conviction,
principle, and faith. His Christian val-
ues, his father recounts, guided his
work as a soldier. They strengthened
his resolve to defeat those who commit
evils against innocents, and they kept
alive his hope for a future of freedom
and security for Iraqis. He saw the
threat of terrorism as the struggle of
his generation, a long war that will re-
quire sacrifice and commitment from
all Americans.

Sergeant Jeffers, like so many sol-
diers before him, documented his expe-
riences in war with pen and paper. He
kept a journal in Iraq, posted updates
for his friends and family online, and
shared some of his writings with the
world. He was eloquent and sharp. One
of his essays, entitled ‘“‘Hope Rides
Alone,” has circulated widely on the
internet, and newspapers have re-
printed portions in recent days.

In, the essay, Eddie worried that the
political debate at home was weak-
ening our resolve to achieve success in
Iraq and was driving a wedge between
the country and the military.

He noted that this war is being
fought on the backs of our men and
women in uniform, while the ‘“Amer-
ican people have not been asked to sac-
rifice anything. Unless you are in the
military or the family member of a
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servicemember, it’s life as usual . . .
the war doesn’t affect you. But it af-
fects us.”

The political debate here in Wash-
ington, Sergeant Jeffers argued, has
become a national preoccupation that
is distracting our focus from our goals
in Iraq. As Sergeant Jeffers notes,
there is strong disagreement in this
country about the course we should
take in Iraq. Our soldiers, too, have
many different opinions. Much of this
debate is necessary and healthy for a
democracy, but, as Sergeant Jeffers
cautions, the discussion should neither
distract us from our efforts to protect
national security nor lessen our com-
mitment to helping secure a better fu-
ture for Iraqis.

In the end, Iraqis ‘“‘want what every-
one else wants in life: safety, security,
somewhere to call home,” Sergeant
Jeffers wrote. “They want a country
that is safe to raise their children in.”

General MacArthur once said that it
is ‘“‘the soldier, above all other people,
who prays for peace, for he must suffer
and bear the deepest scars of war.”
This was true for Eddie. Amid the
chaos and violence in Iraq, Sergeant
Jeffers never lost sight of the simple
aspirations and the basic humanity
that bind the vast majority of Iraqis.

I admire Sergeant Jeffers’ life and
service, all the more for his courage to
share his thoughts with the world. His
writings are powerful and challenge us
to better account for the costs of free-
dom and for the sacrifices that all
Americans should be prepared to make
on its behalf.

One cannot adequately honor Eddie
Jeffers’ service and sacrifice. His ac-
tions need no praise to be commend-
able, and his writings stand alone with
the force of his convictions. We are
humbled by his life and saddened by his
loss.

To Eddie’s wife Stephanie, and to his
parents Tina and David, my thoughts
and prayers are with you. I know of no
words that can lessen the pain that you
feel, but I hope that one day you will
find comfort in knowing that Eddie’s
sacrifice will never be forgotten. He
challenges us to do better by our sol-
diers, to never let ‘“‘hope walk alone.”
His voice is heard, and his country is
grateful. He will endure in our hearts
and our prayers.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PEGGY EWING
WAXTER

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
commemorate the life of Peggy Ewing
Waxter, a woman who worked tire-
lessly to promote positive social
change and civil rights. Mrs. Waxter
passed away last Tuesday, September
18, 2007, at the age of 103. The State of
Maryland and our Nation have lost a
remarkable woman.

In the 1930s, Mrs. Waxter helped
found the Waxter Center for Seniors in
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