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We expect to consider H.R. 2470, leg-
islation dealing with contractors who
commit crimes overseas; H.R. 928, the
Improving Government Accountability
Act; and a bill to provide tax relief for
mortgage debt forgiveness in the event
of foreclosures.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank you for that in-
formation. It does look like to me that
the schedule for next week is incred-
ibly light for 3 days of work. Last
week, when Mr. HOYER and I were talk-
ing about the problems of bringing the
SCHIP bill to the floor without a con-
ference, without any real opportunity
for those of us on this side to see the
bill, he said last week one of the rea-
sons for that was the Senate was not
able to go to conference. And I'm hop-
ing on the four bills that the Senate
has already passed, and we could go to
conference on, that we see some action
on those bills.

I think, particularly, the bill where
the new benefits for military families
and veterans that could be available as
early as next Tuesday, October 1,
aren’t going to be available because
we’re not naming conferees. And I won-
der if my friend has any sense of when
we might be able to have one of those
bills, or any appropriation bill, on the
House floor now that the fiscal year is
essentially, this is the last legislative
working day in the fiscal year.

Four bills have been ready, one of
them, the military quality of life and
veterans bill, for some time now, with
no apparent interest in going to con-
ference and getting that bill done. And
I know we notified the majority before
that I'd be asking that question, and so
I'm wondering if you have any sense of
when any or all of those bills might ac-
tually be scheduled, particularly look-
ing at the incredibly light workweek
scheduled for next week.

And I yield to my friend.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank
you very much. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

The gentleman will note that we did
a lot of incredibly good work this
week, passing the SCHIP bill, the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance bill, passing
the flood insurance bill off the floor
this afternoon, passing the CR just yes-
terday. So there has been an incredible
amount of good work done this week.
And as far as the bills that you ref-
erenced, we will be planning to con-
ference with the Senate as soon as they
signify that they are ready to do that,
and will be working diligently with
them to bring those bills to the floor
when the conference is complete and
ready.

Mr. BLUNT. If I could reclaim my
time here, I'd just point out that the
Senate actually has requested not only
a conference, but named conferees on
all four of those bills. And I'd yield to
you for anything you want to say
about that. I mean, they’re ready to go
to conference, and I'm just asking why
we’re not so we can get some of this
work done. And I'd yield.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I'd be
happy to answer the gentleman’s ques-
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tion. We are reviewing all of those bills
and want to make sure that, obviously,
the House is on equal footing with the
Senate. And when we are ready to go to
conference, we will certainly join them
and make sure those bills are brought
to the floor in as timely a fashion as
possible.

Mr. BLUNT. Well, before we go to
one other topic, I'd just say that for
bills where we could have started, par-
ticularly for military families, the
quality of life issues there and for vet-
erans, I think it’s a shame that we’re
not starting those on Tuesday, when
they could have started.

The other thing that just happened,
the President just sent the Peru Free
Trade Agreement to the House. The
Ways and Means Committee held its
markup on the Peru Free Trade Agree-
ment this week, and I've read, at least,
that there’s an intention, before we go
to that trade agreement, to go to a
trade adjustment bill that has not yet
been written. That trade adjustment
bill, when it has passed in the past, has
passed with trade promotion authority.
With no new trade promotion author-
ity, there’s less reason than there
might have otherwise been for new
trade adjustment authority. And more
importantly, it seems, we might run
the risk here of slowing the Peru agree-
ment, the clock of which just started,
if we wait for a bill that’s not yet been
written.

And I guess my two questions would
be, do we plan to do trade adjustment
assistance with TPA? And does the
gentlelady have any sense of why it’s
necessary to do that before we do a
trade agreement that we’ve already
held the markup on and the President
just sent down?

And I'd yield.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank
you. As far as the gentleman’s ref-
erence to the military quality of life
bill at the beginning of your remarks,
I will remind the gentleman that we
did pass, in the military health care
and veterans bill, the largest single in-
crease in health care in the 77-year his-
tory of the Veterans Administration.
So we are certainly doing everything
we can to expand access to health care
and improve the quality of life of our
military veterans.

Referring to the gentleman’s ques-
tion about the trade adjustment act
and Peru, I'll remind the gentleman
that the Ways and Means Committee
did conduct a markup this very week.
We are fully engaged in working on the
Peru trade agreement and will be
working on the trade adjustment act
simultaneously to the free trade agree-
ment with Peru.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentlelady.

Mr. Speaker, I'd just say that, one, as
we have started that clock, I think it’s
very important that we keep on sched-
ule, particularly since this will be real-
ly the first bill that the majority has
done under the TPA standards, and we
want to work closely with the majority
on that.
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And I’'d also point out that it’s obvi-
ous we have not done everything we
could have done for military families
and veterans, or we’d have a bill that
goes into effect next Tuesday instead
of some time later this year.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the business in order under the Cal-
endar Wednesday rule be dispensed
with on Wednesday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——

REMARKS MADE BY RUSH
LIMBAUGH

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day House Republicans offered a mo-
tion to recommit condemning
MoveOn.org for its advertisement stat-
ing that General Petraeus had ‘‘be-
trayed us.”

I'm wondering if they’ll show similar
outrage over statements made yester-
day by conservative radio talk show
host Rush Limbaugh. Yesterday,
Limbaugh called servicemembers who
support a withdrawal from Iraq ‘‘phony
soldiers.”

Is Limbaugh serious? Is a soldier who
is honorably serving our Nation in Iraq
any less a soldier if he questions what
appears to be a never-ending war?

Last month, seven soldiers from the
U.S. Army 82nd Airborne Division
wrote an op-ed in the New York Times
questioning our continued war efforts,
but also stating: ‘“We need not talk
about our morale. As committed sol-
diers we will see this mission through.”

Now, since publication of that op-ed,
two of the soldiers have died. As this
op-ed shows, soldiers may question the
war, but that does not mean that
they’re any less committed to their
mission.

And now I wonder if Republicans who
showed so much outrage towards
MoveOn yesterday will hold Rush
Limbaugh to the same standard. And I
wouldn’t hold your breath.

——
O 1830
HONORING EMILY KEYES

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in remembrance of Emily Keyes
and the tragic event that touched the
community of Bailey, Colorado 1 year
ago today.

That morning Emily and six of her
classmates were taken hostage at gun-
point by a deranged man as they sat in
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