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Over the past four years, thousands of vol-
unteers have worked diligently to alter shirts,
shorts, boxer shorts, and pants. All of which
are shipped to a central distribution center in
Ohio and then allocated to military hospitals
throughout the United States, as well as Ger-
many, Irag, and Afghanistan

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize the
remarkable philanthropic efforts of Sew Much
Comfort and their volunteers for their gen-
erosity and commitment to service which has
helped to create a better life for our brave
servicemembers.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. HULSHOF. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, | was unavoidably detained and missed
September 7th’s rollcall vote, number 869.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on H.R. 2669, the College Cost Reduction Act
of 2007.

RECOGNITION OF RETIREMENT

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker. | rise
today in recognition of the retirement of
Vernon Martin, the Executive Director of the
Coastal Georgia Regional Development Cen-
ter. Vernon has been a valuable partner in my
efforts to represent the First District of Georgia
and a great friend.

Over the many years that we have known
each other, he has been wonderful to work
with and always kept the safety, security, and
well-being of the community in the forefront of
his thoughts. Vernon has dedicated 38 years
of service to Coastal Georgia Regional Devel-
opment Center, where he was instrumental in
the economic development of the region. The
service area for his office has undergone tre-
mendous change in the past four decades.
Coastal Georgia needed leadership and hard
work to transition from the slow growth rates
that characterized prior eras to the booming
growth that the region is now experiencing.
Vernon and his staff at the RDC have pro-
vided steady guidance and support to the
communities they serve, helping them prepare
for the future and adapt to change.

Vernon’s list of accomplishments over the
years is a long one. He was active in the cre-
ation of Coastal Emergency Management Plan
to insure the safety of Georgia’s costal com-
munities during hurricanes, established the
Nation’s first and largest rural revolving loan
fund, helped to create one of the Nation’s first
regional rural tourism program and was in-
volved in coordinating off-base impact plan-
ning for two major military installation expan-
sions. In 2004, Vernon was awarded the Wal-
ter Scheiber Leadership Award for his support
to the Association and for his outstanding
leadership and innovation as a regional coun-
cil executive director.
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Although he will be missed at the Regional
Development Center, we are all glad to know
that he will still serve in an advisory capacity
and help transition to a new Executive Direc-
tor. I'm sure Vernon is counting the days until
he can fully enjoy the beautiful Georgia weath-
er on his beloved motorcycle. | wish him the
best of luck in his retirement.

———
CONGRATULATING ST. JOHN’S
PREPARATORY SCHOOL IN

DANVERS, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. TIERNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor St. John’s Preparatory School in
Danvers, Massachusetts, on the occasion of
its 100th Anniversary Celebration and extend
the congratulations and best wishes from the
United States House of Representatives for
continued success in all of its future endeav-
ors to the School’'s Board of Trustees, Admin-
istration, Faculty, Staff and Alumni.

St. John’s Preparatory School held its first
day of classes on September 10, 1907, and
over the next century, it has graduated 12,000
alumni, who have gone on to make significant,
lasting contributions in careers and commu-
nities throughout the region, across the coun-
try and around the world.

Today, St. John’s Preparatory School con-
tinues to honor the legacy of its founders, the
Congregation of the Brothers of St. Francis
Xavier, and remains dedicated to the pursuit
of humility, zeal, compassion, trust and sim-
plicity in all endeavors.

Throughout its history, the School has nur-
tured a dynamic community of learners en-
couraging its students to develop their full spir-
itual, intellectual, moral, physical and creative
potential, and it has inspired its student body
to value and honor the diversity that enriches
both the school community and the world be-
yond its campus.

St. John’s Prep students continually strive
for excellence and have earned distinction in
scholarship, athletics, service and the arts.
The Prep, as it is better known by many, is
committed to the character, mission and val-
ues of a Catholic education and since its
opening has celebrated its Catholic identity
and formed partnerships with schools in the
region to enhance educational opportunity and
ensure access for students from all walks of
life.

St. John’s Preparatory School seeks to pro-
mote human dignity and the pursuit of peace
and justice, and its alumni, students, faculty
and staff have established various programs
to respond to the needs of many working side
by side with other volunteers and social serv-
ice organizations locally, nationally and inter-
nationally.

Congratulations to St. John’s Preparatory
School for one hundred years of education, in-
spiration and enrichment bestowed upon so
many who have passed through its halls and
in recognition of the contributions and accom-
plishments of its alumni, administration, fac-
ulty, staff and students that have touched
many throughout the world.
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MS. FABIOLA SMALL

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to recognize a longtime community
leader in southeast Texas. Ms. Fabiola Small
has worn many distinguished hats throughout
her lifetime, including co-chair of the Port Ar-
thur Weed and Seed; founder of Love People,
Inc.; founder of the Port Arthur, Texas
Juneteenth Pageant; president of Woodmen of
the World, Lodge 6192 and Youth Lodge
4640; president of Texas Senior Citizens As-
sociation; and board member of Tekoa Acad-
emy Charter School.

“Ms. Fab” selflessly volunteers her time at
the Salvation Army Boys and Girls Sports
Section, and delivers meals to the young and
the elderly. She has received countless
awards, including the 2006 Woodmen of the
World Insurance Society; 2006 Fraternalist of
the Year; MVP of the National Fraternal Con-
gress of America; 2006 Women's History,
Builders of Communities & Dreams; 2007
MVP of the U.S. Congress, and 2007
Juneteenth Trailblazer.

Ms. Small is the first African American to be
recognized as the National and International
Fraternalist of the Year. An award presented
to fraternalists who provide outstanding volun-
teer service in his or her community, and ex-
cellent leadership in his or her local chapter
throughout the past year. Ms. Small's vol-
unteerism even caught the attention of South-
ern Living Magazine, who will feature her in an
upcoming issue.

Ms. Small has dedicated her time and en-
ergy to the Golden Triangle for most of her
life. Her selfless acts of kindness, devotion,
and compassion for others are a true testa-
ment to her character. With 4 children, 18 chil-
dren that she has taken under her wings, 22
grandchildren, and 9 great-grandchildren, “Ms.
Fab” is an inspiration to others, setting a great
example for all to follow.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | applaud Ms. Fabiola Small on
her outstanding achievements. She has
helped make our world a better place to live,
and | applaud her unwavering service and
dedication to the community.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

TRIBUTE TO PAUL WICE OF WEST
CENTRAL NEBRASKA

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, |
rise to pay my respects to a broadcasting in-
stitution in West Central Nebraska, Paul Wice.
This past Friday he turned on the microphone
to host “Talk of the Town” one last time.

A 1962 graduate of Kearney High, and a
1966 graduate of Kearney State College, Paul
has been a fixture on the airwaves for lis-
teners in my district for nearly 40 years.

| have had the pleasure of being interviewed
by him both as part of news stories, and as a
guest on his show.
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Never one to shy away from the tough
questions, Paul earned his reputation as being
a tough but fair interviewer, whose only moti-
vation was to provide his listeners with the
most up-to-date information available.

He has given back to the Kearney commu-
nity in so many ways—as an instructor, a vol-
unteer, and a member of many local commu-
nity boards—yet | fully expect this service to
continue.

| wish him well in his retirement and | hope
he knows how much he will be missed.

———

SALUTE TO NOVATO HUMAN
NEEDS CENTER

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you to share with me in saluting
the Novato Human Needs Center on its 35th
anniversary of serving the low-income people
of Novato and helping them move towards
self-sufficiency.

The Novato Human Needs Center began in
1972 when three people—Gene Quinones, a
Catholic priest, Bob Stockwell, a Protestant
businessman, and Mary Banks, a black wel-
fare mom—came together that Thanksgiving
season with the desire to help those in need.
With $50 and a heart full of good intentions,
they gave birth to the Holiday Share program,
allowing those who have to give what they can
to those in need. Since then, the nonprofit has
helped thousands of residents, has increased
its services to provide year-round assistance,
and has grown to operate on a budget of
more than $1.4 million.

Such is the power of the organization’s phi-
losophy that those who come for help—sen-
iors, immigrants, the disabled, those in unex-
pected crisis—are often those who years later
become the helpers. One anonymous donor,
once a poor immigrant and now a wealthy
resident, subsidizes the center’s rental assist-
ance program which allows someone experi-
encing a temporary and unexpected crisis,
such as a medical emergency or job loss, to
get one-time help with rent or mortgage pay-
ments. Among those whom this program
saved was an elderly woman left without an
income when her husband died. Because of
the donor’s generosity, Novato Human Needs
Center was able to cover the widow’s rent
until social security checks arrived in her
name.

“It really is neighbor helping neighbor,”
notes Susan Markavage, a Novato resident
who works at the center.

In addition to rental assistance, the center
has instituted programs for such wide-ranging
services as providing emergency food, job
training and financial, as well as continuing the
traditional Holiday Share.

In fact, the center—which operates out of
facilities underwritten by the City of Novato—
even provides showers for the homeless,
many of whom work but simply can’t afford
housing in Marin County, one of the Nation’s
most expensive places to live.

“One of them,” Markavage explains, “cleans
our parking lot thoroughly every morning be-
fore coming in.”

Although Novato Human Needs Center is
unique in that it provides comprehensive serv-
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ices to those in need, it also is “a wonderful
place for the community to come together and
connect,” says executive director Deanna
Euritt.

Novato has a very strong sense of commu-
nity, she explains, and it is because of the
community’s support that the center exists and
continues to operate. “We’re very grateful to
the City of Novato and all the residents who
live here who have been very generous not
only with their financial contributions, but with
their time.”

As one donor said, “God’s been really good
to me and | feel this need to be good to some-
one else who might be in dire circumstances.”

And that, Madam Speaker, is what makes
the center a valuable member of the Novato
community—neighbors  helping  neighbors.
Congratulations to the Novato Human Needs
Center on its 35th anniversary, and to the
people of Novato for supporting such a worthy
organization.

———

FLOOD INSURANCE REFORM AND
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3121) to restore
the financial solvency of the national flood
insurance program and to provide for such
program to make available multi-peril cov-
erage for damage resulting from windstorms,
and floods, and for other purposes:

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chairman, |
am honored to be a co-sponsor of H.R. 3121,
“The Flood Insurance Reform and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2007” and | would like to thank
Chairman FRANK. Subcommittee Chairwoman
WATERS, Representative TAYLOR, and Rep-
resentative JINDAL for their leadership in re-
forming a program that plays a vital role in
protecting residents and communities in flood
prone areas.

Flood protection is an important issue in my
district and in Texas, a state which has experi-
enced the greatest number of flood and flash
flood deaths over the past 36 years. In 2006,
Texas saw an increase of over 20 percent in
new flood insurance policies under the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program.

| want to thank Chairman FRANK for working
with Congressman HINOJOSA and | in com-
mittee to preserve subsidies for those prop-
erties that serve as affordable rental housing
for many families. A measure was included in
the bill to acknowledge that the loss of sub-
sidies for properties that serve as primary
homes for rental households could result in
significantly higher premiums, to the detriment
of these families. Higher premiums would in-
crease the cost of property ownership, a cost
that apartment owners would likely pass on to
tenants in the form of higher rents. By pro-
tecting subsidies for these properties, this
measure would ensure their continued afford-
ability at a time when our nation is faced with
a shortage of affordable housing.

| want to also express my strong support for
a provision in the bill authored by my col-
league Congressman TAYLOR to expand the
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National Flood Insurance Program to include
coverage for wind damage.

Multi-peril coverage, or the coverage of both
wind and flood risk in one policy, has proven
especially important in the aftermath of Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita as survivors continue
to struggle to receive fair compensation for the
damages they experienced. Private insurers
have used anti-concurrent causation clauses
to deny payment for damages on the grounds
that the damages occurred as a result of
flooding, which is covered by the Federal gov-
ernment. Multi-peril coverage would shield
consumers from these arguably deceptive
practices, protecting consumers in the ab-
sence of a solution to this controversy.

Again, | express my full support for this im-
portant piece of legislation.

——

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP GREGORY
MANSOUR

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise to day
to honor the Most Reverend Gregory John
Mansour on the 25th anniversary of his ordi-
nation. Bishop Mansour will be honored at Di-
vine Liturgy and festivities on Sunday, October
7th in my hometown of Flint, Michigan.

After graduating from Western Michigan
University in 1977, Gregory Mansour entered
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary in
Washington, D.C. and attended Catholic Uni-
versity of America. Graduating with a degree
in Theological Studies in 1981, he was or-
dained a priest on September 18, 1982 by
Bishop John Chedid at St. Michael Church in
Flint. He celebrated his first Divine Liturgy at
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Church and
then traveled to Rome to continue his studies
earning his License in Spiritual Theology from
the Gregorian Pontifical Institute.

Returning from a trip to Lebanon in 1983,
Father Mansour began his work as a parish
priest. He worked as an administrator at St.
Maron Parish in Philadelphia and served 11
years as pastor to St. George Maronite Catho-
lic Church in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. Bishop
John Chedid tapped him to serve as the
Eparchy’s Protosyncellus, Vicar General, and
Chancellor for the newly formed Eparchy of
Our Lady of Lebanon in Los Angeles in 1994.
He also served as Advocate/Procurator for the
Eparchial Marriage Tribunal.

His Beatitude Patriarch Nasrallah Peter Car-
dinal Sfeir nominated him to Chorbishop and
he was ordained on January 21, 1996. When
Bishop Chedid retired his replacement, Bishop
Robert J. Shaheen, with the concurrence of
the Holy See, moved the See of the Diocese
from Los Angeles to St. Louis, Missouri.
Chorbishop Mansour relocated and assumed
the additional duties as rector of St. Raymond
Cathedral and began teaching Spiritual The-
ology at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.

When Bishop Stephen Hector Douelhi re-
tired, His Holiness Pope John Paul Il named
Bishop Mansour to succeed him as the head
of the Eparchy of Saint Maron in Brooklyn. Or-
dained a bishop in Lebanon on March 2,
2004, he was enthroned in Our Lady of Leb-
anon Maronite Cathedral in Brooklyn on April
27, 2004.
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