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Madam Speaker, throughout his life Bishop
Mansour has followed the words of St. Augus-
tine, “With you | am a Christian, for you | am
(a priest, and now) a Bishop.” Bishop
Mansour has kept the promise he made 25
years ago to serve Our Lord Jesus Christ with
humility, joy, and compassion. | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in congratulating
him as he celebrates this momentous occa-
sion and wish him the best for the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES
KASLER OF MOMENCE, ILLINOIS

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor a true American war hero
whom | had the pleasure to meet recently.

Retired Air Force COL James Kasler of
Momence, lllinois, represents the uncommon
courage that is found in our military men and
women. His distinguished record of service in-
cludes 76 awards for valor and service, and
Colonel Kasler has the distinction of being the
only person in our country’s history, dead or
alive, to receive the Air Force Cross three
times.

His career as a decorated combat pilot
began as a B-29 tail gunner over Japan in
World War Il. He went on to become a jet ace
in Korea, and showed remarkable bravery vol-
unteering for bombing runs in Vietnam.

On his 91st mission, in Vietnam, Colonel
Kasler was shot down while covering for his
downed wingman. He would go on to endure
67~ years in a Viethamese prison camp, and
would become a role model for his fellow pris-
oners, including Senator JOHN MCCAIN of Ari-
zona and a member of this House, Represent-
ative SAM JOHNSON of Texas.

James Kasler is the face of the valor that all
our veterans demonstrated when they put on
the uniform of our armed forces. Recently |
had the honor of delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the dedication of the Kasler-Momence
Veterans Park in my district, where | met the
colonel. This park will serve to honor all those
veterans who served and those future vet-
erans who are currently serving. Hundreds of
thousands of military personnel go about their
task every day without complaint, often far
from their families and in hostile conditions—
and too many don’t make it home. Their serv-
ice keeps us free.

| am proud to have COL James Kasler as
a constituent, and proud to have been associ-
ated with the veterans’ memorial that bears
his name. | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring him and all war heroes of the past,
present, and future.

—

ESTABLISHING A MEMORIAL TO
ALL VICTIMS OF TERRORISM

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 1, 2007
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker

| rise to introduce a bill that would designate
a permanent location in Washington, DC, for a
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memorial known as Dark Elegy, dedicated to
all victims of terrorism. Pursuant to the Com-
memorative Works Act, my legislation author-
izes Dark Elegy as a commemorative work,
making it eligible to be located in the Wash-
ington, DC, area on land owned by the Na-
tional Park Service or Government Services
Agency.

Dark Elegy is currently located in Montauk,
New York—in my home district of eastern
Long Island—and has been exhibited around
the Northeast for the past 16 years. The me-
morial was created by one of my constituents,
the artist Suse Lowenstein, and consists of
larger-than-life sculptures depicting the reac-
tion of 76 mothers, sisters, daughters, wives,
and relatives as they responded with shock
and grief upon learning of the death of their
loved ones after the 1988 terrorist bombing of
Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland.
Mrs. Lowenstein’s son, Alexander, was one of
35 Syracuse University students aboard that
flight.

gSadly, the creation of Dark Elegy spanned a
growing number of terrorist attacks around the
world. It is a striking and solemn coincidence
that this work of art was dedicated on Sep-
tember 11, 1991—exactly one decade before
the terrorist attacks against the United States
on September 11, 2001. If you are not familiar
with Dark Elegy, | ask you to view “Remem-
bering the Moment,” which will tell you more
about the legacy of Dark Elegy than any writ-
ten statement could ever convey and can be
accessed at the following  website:
www.darkelegy103.com.

Dark Elegy was created to remind the world
of the devastation that terrorism leaves in its
wake. It will serve as a lasting testament to
the victims of terrorism worldwide in the
unending struggle to eradicate this menace
from the globe. In addition, it is intended to
stand as a beacon for all peace-loving people
throughout the world to unite.

Madam Speaker, it is my goal to help find
a permanent home for Dark Elegy that can be
visited by as many people from as many na-
tions as possible. From its current display in
my district, this memorial has assumed a
unique role in both healing and remembrance
for many individuals and families. It has been
visited by families affected by terrorism includ-
ing families of the victims of the September
11th attacks and by families of murdered chil-
dren whose loss, while not terrorism-related,
was equally painful. It is through their voices
that the Lowensteins repeatedly heard, and
continue to hear, the expressed belief that
Dark Elegy should be placed somewhere
prominent where people from all over the
world can visit and experience it themselves.

It is important to note that establishing this
memorial would not cost taxpayers any addi-
tional public funds. Once a permanent location
is found, the artist and her family will donate
the memorial to the public. Also, the artist and
her family will personally finance the casting of
each figure in bronze assuring the longevity of
the sculptures that make up the memorial. It is
their strong belief that this is an appropriate
use of the money paid to them from the Liby-
an Government following the Pan Am 103
tragedy in 1988.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
please join me in cosponsoring this legislation,
and | call upon the committees of jurisdiction
and our leadership to consider it pursuant to
the Commemorative Works Act and related
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legislation in order to secure a permanent lo-
cation for this worthy and poignant memorial
to all victims of terrorism.
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Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise to wel-
come World War Il veterans from my home
district to Washington, DC. | am honored to
welcome these members of the Greatest Gen-
eration to Washington to visit the National
World War Il Memorial.

For the past year Honor Air of Henderson
and Buncombe counties has provided trips
free of charge for World War Il Veterans to
ensure that they would have an opportunity to
see the memorial which honors their service to
our nation, and remembers their comrades in
arms who never made it home. | would like to
offer my sincere gratitude to the dedicated vol-
unteers of Honor Air for making these trips
possible.

World War Il was a defining moment for our
country during the 20th Century. The men and
women who served in uniform during that war
dedicated their lives and spirit to guiding our
Nation through some of its most trying hours.
On behalf of all the residents of North Caro-
lina’s 11th District, | offer our deepest appre-
ciation.

The National World War 1l Memorial was
opened to the public in May of 2004, and has
been visited by millions of visitors. Built to
honor the 16 million Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
Airmen, Coast Guardsmen, and Merchant
Mariners who served our Nation during World
War 1, the National World War 1l Memorial
serves as a reminder of their sacrifice and
service to the American people. | am thankful
that we have finally found a permanent memo-
rial here in the Nation’s capital to honor their
service.

DR. THOMAS C. HO

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 1, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Texas State
University System (TSUS) recently announced
the establishment of the TSUS Regents’ Pro-
fessor Award to honor outstanding perform-
ance and contributions of its professors.

These “stars of academia” bring attention to
their campuses through their distinguished
teaching, accomplishments in research, schol-
arly activities, service at the local, state, and
national levels, and commitment to their col-
leges and universities.

On August 16, 2007, Dr. Thomas C. Ho, a
Lamar University Professor in the Chemical
Engineering Department was one of six out-
standing faculty members to be recognized as
the first recipients of the Regents’ Professor
Award.

Dr. Ho has had a 25-year long teaching ca-
reer at Lamar University. He, shapes his stu-
dents through his unique and challenging
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