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military do so, not as Republicans, conserv-
atives, Democrats or liberals, but as Ameri-
cans.

Madam Speaker, it is not my intention to ad-
vance a partisan message with this resolution.
Nor is it my intention that Congress waste
time and effort in exposing partisan hypocrisy,
however tempting that goal may be.

It is my intention, however, to make clear to
the men and women serving in uniform, many
of whom are risking their lives on foreign soil
to defend our civil liberties, that it is not ac-
ceptable for anyone to accuse them of being
“phony” or false patriots because their political
views may differ from those of their com-
mander-in-chief.

To suggest that a soldier's sacrifice is
somehow made less worthy by expressing his
or her opinion betrays a view of military serv-
ice so cramped as to be unrecognizable to
most Americans—Republicans or Democrats. |
can say with full confidence that that is not the
opinion held by those of us who serve on the
Armed Services Committee. Congress should
make clear that it rejects this narrow view as
well.

That is the underlying purpose of this reso-
lution, and | ask my colleagues to join me in
embracing the underlying message.

———
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, as chairman of the Committee on
House Administration and of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, | wish to pay tribute to Carl
A. LaBarre, who served the U.S. Navy faith-
fully and well during his career, and who then
brought a similar standard of service to the
Government Printing Office, where he led his
staff in improving public access to Govern-
ment information.

On October 4,2007, Carl LaBarre will be laid
to rest with full honors in Arlington National
Cemetery. A Montana native who attended the
University of Montana and later the Naval War
College, the Naval Post Graduate School, and
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration, LaBarre was a career U.S. Navy
officer who retired as Inspector General of the
Naval Supply Systems Command in Wash-
ington, D.C., with the rank of Captain. During
his service he earned the Legion of Merit, the
Navy Commendation Medal, and the Depart-
ment of Defense Joint Service Commendation
Award. Perhaps most significantly, especially
to those of us who have been watching Ken
Burns’ latest documentary The War, then-En-
sign LaBarre earned recognition for service in
the best tradition of the Navy on December 7,
1941, while “effecting the rescue of personnel
trapped below decks” on the battleship USS
California, which was badly damaged in the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

As noteworthy as it was, Carl LaBarre’s ca-
reer did not end with his service in the Navy.
In 1971, he joined the GPO as Deputy Direc-
tor and then Director of its Materials Manage-
ment Service, which was responsible for keep-
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ing the GPO supplied with paper, ink, equip-
ment, and all the other materials required to
accomplish its work. In 1975, then-Public
Printer Thomas McCormick appointed him Su-
perintendent of Documents, a statutory posi-
tion which is responsible for the public dis-
tribution of all Government documents via
sales, distribution to Federal depository librar-
ies, and the international exchange program.
From that post LaBarre directed a nationwide
network involving warehouse-based mail order
operations, 25 bookstores in major metropoli-
tan areas, and depository libraries in virtually
every State and congressional district; during
his tenure, the numbers of depository libraries
increased from 1,170 to 1,367, broadening the
reach of the program across America. Sales
also increased, from $34.5 million annually
when he took office to $55 million by the time
LaBarre retired in 1982.

The hallmark of Carl LaBarre’s service as
Superintendent of Documents was his effort to
improve the management of GPO’s docu-
ments distribution operations and increase
customer satisfaction. He adopted modern in-
formation technology and worked to make
GPO’s customer services comparable with
those of private-sector firms. In the Federal
Depository Library Program, LaBarre sup-
ported the automation of the Monthly Catalog
of U.S. Government Publications, which trans-
formed the world of bibliographic control for
Government documents. He supported micro-
fiche conversion of Government documents, at
that time seen as a primary means for pro-
viding depository libraries with scientific and
technical documents printed in small numbers
outside of GPO. He made the Depository Li-
brary Council an effective advisory body for
the Public Printer and it remains so to this
day. For his efforts he was commended by the
American Library Association. LaBarre also re-
ceived GPO’s Distinguished Service Medal,
the highest award the Public Printer can be-
stow, not once but twice for “his outstanding
success in improving the management of the
Documents operations and for creating an un-
precedented era of customer satisfaction,” and
for “his exceptional leadership and his unpar-
alleled achievements while serving as Super-
intendent of Documents.”

Madam Speaker, | have not had the privi-
lege of working with Carl A. LaBarre during
my tenure on the Joint Committee on Printing.
Those who did have the privilege attest that
he was a remarkable man and a faithful, dedi-
cated public servant. On behalf of the Joint
Committee and indeed the entire Congress, |
extend condolences to Carl LaBarre’s family,
friends, and former colleagues.
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Mr. LaTOURETTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Les C. Vinney, a resident
of the 14th Congressional District of Ohio, who
retired at the end of September from his posi-
tion as President and Chief Executive Officer
of STERIS Corporation in Mentor, Ohio.

Mr. Vinney joined STERIS as Chief Finan-
cial Officer in 1999, and from July 2000
through September 2007 he served as Presi-
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dent and CEO. Mr. Vinney presided over a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth at STERIS, in-
cluding a growth in revenue of more than 50
percent, a near quadrupling of stock values,
and a rise in employment in Mentor from
fewer than 400 employees to almost 1,000.

Mr. Vinney has innovatively led the way at
STERIS, transforming it from primarily a
healthcare company to one that has adapted
its proven technologies for new markets. Most
significantly, he established STERIS’s Defense
& Industrial Group to adapt and market
STERIS’s technologies to help businesses and
government address the risks of biochemical
contamination.

Following the anthrax attacks in 2001 that
closed down much of Washington—including
my congressional office—STERIS successfully
completed the cleanup of State Department
and the General Services Administration’s mail
processing facilities. Since then, he has
briefed me regularly as STERIS has success-
fully conducted collaborative research and de-
velopment work with the U.S. Army Edgewood
Chemical Biological Center to adapt and mod-
ify STERIS’s Vaporized Hydrogen Peroxide
(VHP) technology for use against biological
and chemical warfare agents.

Mr. Vinney is keenly aware that military ap-
plications can be applied to other settings, and
has helped grow STERIS into a model for mili-
tary, public and commercial applications of its
technologies. The cutting-edge VHP decon-
tamination system can be used to kill bacteria,
viruses and spores in settings from operating
rooms to jets, and was even used after Hurri-
cane Katrina.

Beyond his work with STERIS, Les is a civic
leader as well, and has served as Chairman of
the Northeast Ohio Technology Coalition, an
organization promoting economic and tech-
nology development in Northeast Ohio. He’s
also served on the boards of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Cleveland, University Hospitals,
the Greater Cleveland Partnership, and as a
past chairman of the Lake County United Way
Campaign. Outside Ohio, he also serves on
the boards of Campbell Soup Company and
the Advanced Medical Technology Association
(AdvaMed).

| wish Les the best in his retirement, and
know how much he is looking forward to
spending more time with his wife, Linda, and
their family. On behalf of the 14th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, | congratulate Les on
all of his fine work, and thank him for his lead-
ership for Northeast Ohio and the nation.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, it is
my honor and privilege to rise today on behalf
of an Arlington, Tennessee resident, Lieuten-
ant Commander Tracy G. DeWitt, who has de-
voted his life to defending the United States of
America. Please join me in commending Com-
mander DeWitt on a career spent serving our
Navy and our Country. On October 1, 2007 he
will retire after 24 years of service to a grateful
Nation.

Born and raised in Gravette, Arkansas,
Commander DeWitt began his service in the
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