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to put on the uniform first to defend it.
In Limbaugh’s case, he would not do
that.

Well, I also find it disturbing that his
offensive comments have not been con-
demned by our Republican colleagues,
or by the Commander in Chief, all of
whom were so quick to condemn a
similar personal attack on General
Petraeus several weeks ago.

The Boxer-Levin-Durbin Amendment
to the Defense authorization bill said
the Senate ‘‘strongly condemns all at-
tacks on the honor, integrity, and pa-
triotism of any individual who is serv-
ing in the Armed Services.” I just
point out that all but two Republican
Senators voted against this amend-
ment. Will any one of them stand up
and be brave enough to take on Rush
Limbaugh? Will anybody on that side
of the aisle take on Rush Limbaugh for
this statement? We have not heard
anything yet, but I hope they do.

The silence from President Bush and
the Republican leadership is simply
deafening. Is this because they agree
with Mr. Limbaugh, or they don’t want
to risk angering such a prominent con-
servative by taking him to task.

Mr. President, in August, seven sol-
diers published an op-ed in the New
York Times criticizing the current
strategy in Iraq. Tragically, two of
those soldiers were subsequently killed
in action, making the ultimate sac-
rifice for their country.

I only can assume by Mr. Limbaugh’s
definition that they, too, were phony
soldiers. What is most despicable, Rush
Limbaugh says these provocative
things to make more money. So he cas-
tigates our soldiers. This makes more
news. It becomes the news, more people
tune in, he makes more money.

I don’t know, maybe he was high on
his drugs again. I don’t know if he was
or not. If so, he ought to let us know.
That shouldn’t be an excuse.

I wish to make it clear that I respect
Mr. Limbaugh’s right to say whatever
he wants, but we also have a right. We
have a right not to listen to him.

So I think the best thing to do for
him is to tune him out, tune out Rush
Limbaugh and listen to more respon-
sible talk show hosts in this country.

I think that it is time, again, for us
to stand up for our troops, as we have,
I think, in the past, to give them every
bit of support and give their families
support. That is what my amendment
does. I am pleased this amendment has
been included in the National Defense
Authorization Act, because it is an im-
portant step toward ensuring that our
National Guard and Reserve families
receive the kind of support the families
of our regular forces also receive.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana.

——
TRIBUTE TO JOE PAPEZ

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute and thanks to Joe Papez,
Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army retired.
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Joe is a veteran of World War II. In
fact, he is believed to be the oldest liv-
ing Purple Heart recipient in the
United States, and he is one of the
brave men who answered the call of
their country and who helped the
‘“‘greatest generation’ earn that title.

Joe was injured three times during
his stint in the Army, where he served
in both Africa and Italy, in the cam-
paigns of 1943 and 1944. He earned three
Purple Hearts fighting in Casablanca,
on the island of Sicily, and in Italy.
But it was his last wound by a German
artillery shell during the fierce fight-
ing at Anzio, Italy, that earned him a
free ticket back home.

The way Joe tells the story, after he
was wounded in Anzio, he was put on a
ship and sent home, but he doesn’t re-
member the trip. He woke up in Vir-
ginia. After a while, he was shipped to
Denver, where he recovered in a hos-
pital. Then he was shipped to Oregon
and finally to Santa Barbara.

When he finally got back on his feet,
he kept on serving his country by car-
ing for German prisoners of war in
Utah, where he remained until the war
was over.

Following the war, Joe returned to
Red Lodge, MT. Disabled from his war
wounds, he was unable to get a job. He
made a drawing for a homestead in
Powell, WY, but was told he was too
sick to have it. However, with help
from his brothers and a bank loan, he
got into farming and ranching.

On December 19, Joe Papez will turn
100 years old or, should I say, 100 years
young. He will turn 100 in the same
town in which he has lived for nearly
his entire life. Although he was born in
Franklin, KS, the State of Montana is
proud to claim Joe as one of our own.

Joe’s family moved to Red Lodge
when he was a year old. Residents of
Red Lodge know he is a fixture in the
town’s Memorial Day parade, he is a
regular in the Fourth of July parade,
and even at his age, he marches in
these parades to remember his brothers
in arms with whom he served. And they
will always remember him. Fittingly,
the Billings chapter of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart is named for
Joe Papez.

Joe is spry and healthy and said he
would serve his country again if he
could. Joe Papez has served his country
and his community, and he has done it
very well.

So today we give thanks to him and
Dorreen, and we pray for more folks
just like Joe.

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
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mitted to speak as in morning business
for 10 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————————

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today marks the beginning of domestic
violence month, and it marks a time
when we look at the progress we have
made in this area and what challenges
remain.

As a former prosecutor, I am well
aware of the tragedies we see every day
in this country from domestic violence.
But it is also a time in our State where
we look back at the lives of Paul and
Sheila Wellstone, who devoted their
time, their passion, and their energy to
doing something about a problem that
so often is overlooked or about which
people do not want to talk.

This is, in fact, a few weeks on the
calendar before their tragic death in a
plane crash. Today we are going to wel-
come their son, David Wellstone, to the
Capitol, and there will be a quilt dis-
played in the Russell rotunda, a quilt
made by women and children from 13
different domestic violence centers
across this country.

At the event today, we are going to
have in Paul and Sheila’s honor—we
are not just going to look back on all
they accomplished and stood for, but
we are also going to look ahead to the
work we all must do to carry their leg-
acy forward, especially that commit-
ment they had to ending domestic vio-
lence.

It is hard to believe it has already
been nearly 5 years since we lost Paul
and Sheila. It feels both so long ago
and yet not that long ago. But we know
their dreams and passions remain alive
in each one of us, and that is why we
are gathering tonight.

For me, I get my own special re-
minder of Paul Wellstone every day.
His family gave me the flags that hung
in his office. I am also reminded every
day by ordinary people in the Capitol
when I say I am from Minnesota—the
tram drivers in the basement or the po-
lice officers or the secretaries in Sen-
ate offices who, when you say you are
a Senator from Minnesota, they re-
member Paul, and they remember how
well he treated people and the dignity
with which he treated people every
day.

Above all, I keep in mind, in front of
my mind, the fundamental values for
which he fought and struggled—being a
voice to the voiceless, bringing power
to the powerless, bringing justice to
those who suffered injustice and above
all, bringing hope to all of us that we
can change the world and make it a
better place.

There is no better way to honor
Sheila’s groundbreaking work in do-
mestic violence than to mark the be-
ginning of Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month with that quilt hanging in
the Capitol.
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