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And that’s just spending. Democrats 

continue to treat higher tax as a cure- 
all. Frustrated by their inability to 
choke of funds for our troops in harm’s 
way, last week top Democrats on the 
Appropriations Committee proposed a 
$150 billion war tax. This is just the 
latest. Consider some of the recent 
Democrat tax hike proposals: 

A 50 cent increase per gallon of Fed-
eral gas tax hike from the Energy and 
Commerce Committee chairman. A 5- 
cent increase per gallon of Federal gas 
tax hike from the Transportation Com-
mittee chairman. A massive $392.5 bil-
lion tax increase on middle-class fami-
lies in their fiscal year 2008 budget. 
More than $15 billion in new energy 
taxes passed in July that will raise gas-
oline prices on consumers. A $7.5 bil-
lion tax increase in their farm bill 
which threatens 5.1 million American 
jobs and greater investment in the U.S. 

It seems every time they propose to 
raise taxes, the deficit falls to historic 
lows. Each time they refuse to rein in 
spending, job creation breaks a new 
record. Each time they refuse to live 
up to their promise of fiscal responsi-
bility, the stock market closes at 
record highs. 

That’s bad news for Democrats and 
terrific news for the American people. 

Let’s support the Republican policies 
that have made this success possible 
and let us see it continue. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARGUERITE FREE-
MAN, TEACHER OF TRUTH AND 
LOVING ENCOURAGER TO CHIL-
DREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, this last Sunday one of America’s 
grandest ladies turned 97 years old. 
And tonight it is a sincere privilege for 
me to stand here in this well to speak 
a few words of heartfelt tribute to a 
woman whose impact on three genera-
tions of children will be felt in the 
human family I believe even after this 
Chamber is dust. 

I knew this special lady as Mrs. Free-
man. Four decades have passed since I 
gathered my belongings as a fourth 
grader and left the warmth and safety 
of her classroom for the very last time. 
As we all reflect on our childhood, I 
suppose each of us has that one teacher 
in our memory who affected our lives 
more than any other. My memory of 
her is always that of a truly warm and 
elegant lady who completely personi-
fied class, dignity, and grace. 

Mrs. Freeman was the model teacher 
that I believe every teacher truly as-

pires to be. She made books come alive 
in class. She made every lesson excit-
ing, every life was important. She 
made us realize that each of us had an 
important part to play that only we 
could play. This gracious lady encour-
aged us to pursue a standard of integ-
rity simply by the way she lived. And 
in those times when we disappointed 
her, Mr. Speaker, she never failed to 
correct us truthfully but gently, and 
she was always willing to forgive us 
and to affirm that we were fully re-
stored in her eyes. 

While there were so many ways that 
the guidance of Mrs. Freeman prepared 
me for life, perhaps the greatest gift I 
ever received from her and have carried 
with me through all these years was 
that of her words of encouragement. I 
may never have come to this Chamber 
at all, Mr. Speaker, without some of 
the soul-lifting things that she said to 
me. And I am convinced that not a day 
goes by that I am not affected by those 
words. 

And I can say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that not a day ever went by in her class 
that did not include a moment when 
Mrs. Freeman looked into the eyes of 
one of her students and, with a warm 
smile and a loving wink, she would 
utter those simple words ‘‘You can do 
it.’’ I know without a doubt that mine 
was only one of hundreds of lives that 
were changed forever by those magnifi-
cent words, not only because they em-
powered and encouraged but because 
we each knew that she meant those 
words from the depth and core of her 
soul. 

There were many other lessons she 
left us with that I have greatly cher-
ished on this road to the United States 
Congress. When one of us would be left 
out, she would come along beside us 
and encourage us with that authen-
tically gracious and generous spirit 
that characterized her life. When my 
home burned down, Mr. Speaker, tak-
ing nearly every material belonging I 
had, including my school books, and 
leaving me feeling a little lost, it was 
Mrs. Freeman that reminded me that 
God had spared all of my family and 
that the rest really didn’t matter. And 
I knew then and I know now more than 
ever that she was so very right. 

She also taught me through school 
plays just to speak my lines sincerely 
from my heart, and I seek to do that 
even tonight, Mr. Speaker. Few gifts 
could have served me better over these 
many years. 

When I first ran for the United States 
Congress, this sweet lady made the trip 
to attend one of the major events sup-
porting my candidacy. She made a 
campaign contribution and included a 
note that ended with those words, 
‘‘You can do it.’’ 

But a narrow loss in that election, 
Mr. Speaker, was a deep disappoint-
ment. And still I received a letter from 
her shortly afterward, and once again 
she offered hope and encouragement 
that I will cherish as long as I live. But 
it was her last five words that I re-

member most. They were the hallmark 
phrase of Marguerite Freeman, teacher 
of truth and loving encourager to chil-
dren. Her letter closed with those 
words, ‘‘You can still do it.’’ 

Mother Theresa once said, ‘‘Kind 
words can be short and easy to speak, 
but their echoes are endless.’’ Mr. 
Speaker, if Mrs. Freeman could be here 
in this Chamber tonight, I would say to 
her something like this: that words fail 
me to express the loving impact that 
you have had on my life and so many 
others. And I truly believe that this 
generation and many generations to 
come will inherit the beauty and leg-
acy of those endless echoes of your en-
couragement that you cast into the 
hearts of so many of those children 
whose priceless gift it was to call you 
teacher. Beloved and gallant lady, may 
God bless you forever. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
HONORABLE JO ANN DAVIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise this evening to pay trib-
ute to our fallen colleague, the Honor-
able JO ANN DAVIS, Member of Con-
gress from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. Let me, first of all, offer my 
deepest sympathy to her family and to 
acknowledge the special role that Con-
gresswoman DAVIS had in this body. 

She was a veteran legislator, a busi-
ness woman, and a Member of Congress 
from Virginia’s First District. She was 
the first Virginia Republican woman 
elected to the House in her own right, 
and she was the second woman from 
Virginia to be elected in the United 
States Congress. 

More importantly, she loved the 
work. She loved this House and loved 
America. As a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, Intel-
ligence, and Foreign Affairs Commit-
tees, she was diligent in her work. I am 
reminded of her participation in the 
Women’s Caucus. The caucus was bi-
partisan. We had many opportunities, 
as women Members of the United 
States House, to sit together to study 
issues, particularly health issues, the 
way a number of diseases impacted 
women. We were able to gather to-
gether to sponsor legislation that par-
ticularly focused on enhanced research 
on diseases that impacted women nega-
tively. 

I am reminded of the leadership of a 
former colleague also recently de-
ceased, Congresswoman Juanita 
Millender-McDonald, who organized 
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the women’s effort to lay a wreath at 
the Women’s Memorial at Arlington 
Cemetery, and I have in my mind a 
memory of Congresswoman DAVIS join-
ing us on those many occasions, unit-
ing around our effort to pay tribute to 
women members of the armed services 
of the United States of America. 

So this evening I simply say that we 
will miss her, thank her for her pio-
neering spirit and her leadership, and I 
would like to say simply to her hus-
band, Chuck; her children; and to thou-
sands of her friends around the Nation 
and in her district our prayers and con-
dolences are to your family and cer-
tainly to your community. So many 
lives were touched by your service. So 
we say to you, farewell, our dear 
friend. May you rest in peace. 

b 2015 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
COLN DAVIS of Tennessee). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MEEK of Florida addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SCHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, what kind 
of Nation are we, and is anyone really 
listening? We have over 47 million citi-
zens in this country going without 
health care coverage; 47 million citi-
zens have zero, and they’ve been left 
behind. Why? They don’t have the 
money. They simply don’t have the 
money to be able to afford the impos-
sible cost of health care today. People 
cannot afford to pay for their pills; 
they cannot afford to pay their doctor 
bills or their hospital tests or their 
cancer treatments. These treatments 
now are out of their reach. And why? 
It’s simple. They don’t have the 
money. 

And what kind of Nation are we 
when, in my home State of Wisconsin, 
in Shawano County, 19 out of 20 fami-
lies filing for bankruptcy recently did 
so only because they couldn’t afford 
their health care bills. We need a 
uniquely American solution to this cri-
sis, and we need it now because my pa-
tients and my constituents cannot hold 
their breath any longer. 

Mr. Speaker, what kind of Nation are 
we? Let’s agree right here and right 
now that we need to come together in 
a bipartisan way and help to begin to 

solve this national disgrace. My con-
stituents are listening tonight, and so 
are yours. Let’s end this national 
nightmare and guarantee access to af-
fordable care for every citizen. 

Now, we’re very fortunate to have a 
Democratic majority in the United 
States today. We’re fortunate because 
we have the SCHIP bill that will be 
coming back to the House floor on the 
18th of this month, that’s one week 
from this Thursday. We’re hoping to 
get enough votes to override President 
Bush’s recent veto of this essential 
piece of health care legislation. 

The SCHIP bill is a State-run pro-
gram. There have been a great number 
of misrepresentations about what it 
really is, and tonight for a few mo-
ments I would like to review with you 
what the SCHIP bill really is all about. 
It’s a State-run, private program. It’s 
aimed and focused at the poorest work-
ing families. It will cost $3.50 every day 
to ensure a child, $3.50 a day. Compare 
that to the millions and millions and 
billions of dollars we’re spending in the 
sands of Iraq, $3 billion per week, near-
ly $400 million a day, and $3.50 to guar-
antee access for a child to see their pe-
diatrician or their family practitioner. 
What kind of a Nation are we to say no 
to that? 

The eligible people will be those who 
are in the low-income group. Low-in-
come is three times the Federal pov-
erty level. People who earn $50,000 or 
$55,000 a year simply don’t have the 
money to spend on health insurance 
policies, which are now averaging 
$12,000 to $14,000 every year. 

It will cover up to 10.8 million chil-
dren in our country. But don’t take my 
word for it about health care. These 
are cards I’ve received from my con-
stituents in Wisconsin. Joe from 
Hazelhurst writes, ‘‘I am more likely 
to die because I can’t afford the med-
ical care needed than I am in danger of 
being killed by terrorists. Fix this, 
please.’’ He’s not a child, but he needs 
our help today. 

Megan and Eric from Appleton, Wis-
consin, ‘‘We are a young family with 
four kids, 6, 3 and twins age 5 months. 
Our insurance is out of control. Our 
family earns about $38,000 a year, and 
we pay $520-plus each month to have 
health insurance. Our country needs to 
make affordable health care a pri-
ority.’’ 

And what about Pat from Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. ‘‘Health care issues are crit-
ical. We need to develop a plan to help 
the elderly and the uninsurable.’’ For 
too long, insurance companies have 
been allowed to discriminate against 
citizens. Why? For their own personal 
and individual corporate profits. For 
too long, our insurance companies have 
been able to deny people access to af-
fordable care because of a preexisting 
condition. We haven’t addressed that 
yet, but we will and we must. Allan 
from Green Bay writes, ‘‘Universal 
health care. I need affordable medical 
insurance.’’ Rhonda, from Sturgeon 
Bay, Wisconsin, ‘‘Our middle-class in-

come cannot support the increase in 
medical premiums, copays and 
deductibles. What will be done for the 
middle class?’’ 

The SCHIP bill is a great start. It’s 
aimed at ensuring the children of our 
Nation, those who are most at risk of 
going without, become healthy once 
again. 

What kind of Nation are we if we 
don’t care for our own children? Our 
children, after all, we are dependent on 
their future. I thank you for listening. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN VISION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for allowing us to be on the 
floor this evening to talk about very 
important issues. 

And of course the House of Rep-
resentatives, in recess right now, is be-
ginning to prepare for the funeral for 
our colleague, JO ANN DAVIS of Vir-
ginia, who passed away. Today, our col-
leagues came to the floor one by one to 
not only acknowledge the service that 
JO ANN DAVIS gave to the United 
States of America, but also in her rep-
resentation of her congressional dis-
trict JO ANN will be missed. JO ANN 
courageously fought cancer. JO ANN 
courageously went back home day 
after day, week after week, after serv-
ing the United States Congress, mak-
ing sure that she talked about those 
things which she did in her job and her 
representation of people from Virginia, 
but perhaps more importantly, with 
the strength and character and courage 
that JO ANN, even in the midst of ad-
versity, brought to this body was an in-
spiration to Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. It is with a heavy heart 
that we all will miss her, and we say to 
her family, how much they know they 
will miss her, too, and to her constitu-
ents, they were well served. Mr. Speak-
er, we will miss JO ANN DAVIS from 
Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I come to the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
to talk about the things which I be-
lieve are important for so many people 
to understand, not just about what is 
happening here in Washington, DC be-
tween the two parties, the Republican 
Party and the Democrat Party, as we 
talk about public policy issues that are 
demanding on both parties, and cer-
tainly our President and the American 
people who want to, and do, recognize 
that America’s greatest days lie in our 
future, but rather, not just under-
standing the philosophies which are 
talked about here, but they want to 
know more about them. What would 
those policies lead to? And tonight it is 
my intent, with several of my Repub-
lican colleagues, to talk about the Re-
publican vision, the Republican vision 
that would be of a smaller, smarter, 
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