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definitive timeframes for adoption and up-
dates. Broadly accepted interoperability stand-
ards are vital to the development of IT sys-
tems that can communicate and share infor-
mation.

Under my legislation all federal HIT procure-
ment must comply with the standards en-
dorsed by the interoperability standards body.
In addition, all agencies that collect health
data electronically for purposes of quality re-
porting, health surveillance and other pur-
poses must comply with endorsed standards.
For HIT to gain a foothold in the health care
marketplace, it is essential for the federal gov-
ernment to utilize its purchasing power in
healthcare to ensure the United States is rap-
idly adopting these innovative technologies.

The Promotion of Health Information Tech-
nology Act also provides important protections
for patients and their sensitive medical infor-
mation. The bill establishes an ongoing sys-
tem for certification of Electronic Health
Records products by third-party entities and
guarantees that individuals will have the right
to inspect and obtain a copy of their EHRs
and amend any inaccurate or fraudulent infor-
mation. It also clarifies that operators of health
information electronic databases like Google
Health, Revolution Health, and WebMD are
deemed to be covered entities under HIPAA.
The use of non-identifiable health data for
public health and research purposes is per-
mitted with appropriate patient approval.

The bill establishes a process for the devel-
opment of reports by “Health Quality Organi-
zations” on federal healthcare data to advance
healthcare research, enhance consumer edu-
cation and awareness, and provide the public
with reports on national, regional, and
provider- and supplier-specific performance.

Finally, to provide resources for the adop-
tion of HIT nationwide the Promotion of Health
Information Technology Act authorizes funding
for grant programs to assist state and local
governments adopt HIT and promote adoption
within their states. It also establishes a grant
program for regional health information ex-
changes and a competitive grant program for
private sector healthcare providers, with a
preference for providers that use the “Medical
Home” patient care model, which allows pa-
tients to have a single point of care and a
medical provider to coordinate care through
the use of HIT. The legislation also provides
incentives for utilizing broadband to deliver
HIT in underserved areas and funding of aca-
demic curricula to train qualified Health IT pro-
fessionals.

Madam Speaker, the power of HIT to trans-
form American health care is clear, but without
aggressive action by the Congress to promote
and adopt HIT, we will not see the benefits of
these innovative technologies for years to
come. The Promotion of Health Information
Technology Act will ensure that the federal
government foster the development and imple-
mentation of advanced Health IT networks and
technologies in our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PAUL W. HODES

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, due to in-
clement weather | missed the following votes
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on Tuesday, October 9, 2007. | would have
voted as follows:

(1) “Yea” on H. Res. 32—Denouncing the
practices of female genital mutilation, domestic
violence, “honor” killings, acid burning, dowry
deaths, and other gender-based persecutions
and expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that participation, protection,
recognition, and independence of women is
crucial to achieving a just, moral, and honor-
able society.

(2) “Yea” on H.R. 400—War Profiteering
Prevention Act of 2007.

TRIBUTE TO THE ORANGE GROVE
MONTHLY METING OF FRIENDS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Religious Society of Friends upon
the 100th anniversary of the Orange Grove
Monthly Meeting of Friends in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia.

The Orange Grove Monthly Meeting of
Friends was founded in 1907 by a group of
twenty Eastern Quakers who had moved to
Pasadena. Quakers have played leading roles
in working for peace and an end to war, pro-
moting racial and gender equality, and sup-
porting environmental and other social justice
causes. After World War |, the Meeting mem-
bers supported the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC), which engaged in post
war relief efforts in Western Europe and Rus-
sia, and also helped establish AFSC’s Pacific
Coast branch.

During World War Il, the Meeting house
served as a hostel for Japanese-Americans
being sent to internment camps, and aid was
sent to those already interned. The Meeting
members provided hospitality and financial
support to area conscientious objectors and
their families, and after the end of the war,
hosted families displaced by the war and its
aftermath.

Meeting members have frequently led the
way in civil rights and social justice move-
ments. Meeting members took part in efforts
to desegregate the Pasadena school system,
participated in freedom rides in the South and
attended the Selma, Alabama protests.

The Orange Grove Monthly Meeting of
Friends founded educational institutions that
provide a nurturing educational environment
for children. Pacific Ackworth Friends School
(1942) and Pacific Oaks School (1945) were
established by Meeting parents. In 1961, Mara
Moser, an Orange Grove Friends member, es-
tablished Mothers’ Club to support families of
men in prison. Mothers’ Club later evolved into
a child development and family center serving
low-income families.

Members of the Orange Grove Monthly
Meeting of Friends are active participants in
the community. Meeting members routinely
provide dinner for the homeless at Union Sta-
tion in Pasadena, participate in many prison
visitation programs and allow the Meeting
house to be used by local groups for activities
such as a tutoring program for elementary
school children.

It is my pleasure to honor the Orange Grove
Friends Meeting of Pasadena on its 100th an-
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niversary of dedicated service to the commu-
nity. | ask all Members to join me in com-
mending their efforts.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL DAY
OF TAIWAN

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, today | offer my
best wishes and congratulations to the people
of Taiwan in recognition of the National Day of
the Republic of China (Taiwan).

During the late 1980s and early 1990s Tai-
wan witnessed a peaceful transition of political
power to a full-fledged democracy and a multi-
party political system that respects human
rights and the rule of law. | commend the peo-
ple of Taiwan for building a democratic,
peaceful, and prosperous island.

For over 50 years, the United States and
Taiwan have fostered a close relationship,
which has been of mutual political, economic,
cultural, and strategic advantage. | believe that
the United States should remain committed to
enhancing stability, security, and prosperity in
Taiwan and across the Taiwan Strait.

In celebration of this Double Tenth National
Day, it is my hope that the United States, Tai-
wan, and the People’s Republic of China can
maintain dialogue and work together to pro-
mote enduring peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region, especially in the Taiwan Strait.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
because my airline flight was delayed | was
not able to be present for two votes on Octo-
ber 9th. Had | been present | would have
voted as follows:

Rollcall No. 949—passage of H. Res. 32,
denouncing the practices of female genital
mutilation, domestic violence, “honor” killings,
acid burning, dowry deaths, and other gender-
based persecutions and expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that participa-
tion, protection, recognition, and independence
of women is crucial to achieving a just, moral,
and honorable society—| would have voted
“yes.”

Rollcall No. 950—passage of H.R. 400, War
Profiteering Prevention Act of 2007—I would
have voted “yes.”

———

CONGRATULATING COBB COUNTY
PUBLIC SAFETY AWARD WINNERS

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pride that | am able to recognize
and honor a number of dedicated and selfless
public servants from Cobb County, Georgia
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