October 16, 2007

Captain Scott Shimp is survived by
his parents Curtis and Teri Shimp of
Bayard, NE; his older brother Chad and
his younger sister Misty. I offer my
most sincere condolences to the family
and friends of Captain Shimp. He made
the ultimate and most courageous sac-
rifice for our Nation. I join all Ameri-
cans in grieving the loss of this re-
markable young man and know that
Captain Shimp’s passion for serving,
his leadership, and his selflessness will
remain a source of inspiration for us
all.

———

AUTHORIZING INTERROGATION
TECHNIQUES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my concern regarding
the most recent revelations of adminis-
tration memos effectively authorizing
the use of interrogation techniques
that most certainly rise to the level of
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment, if not to the level
of torture.

In 2002, senior administration offi-
cials prepared a classified memo that
sought to provide legal cover for inter-
rogation practices that would clearly
violate U.S. and international law.
This “torture memo’ was leaked to the
press after the Abu Ghraib scandal
broke and, in turn, caused such outrage
that it was quickly disavowed by the
Justice Department. A new, improved,
and sanitized legal memo on interroga-
tion norms was then issued in Decem-
ber 2004.

It now appears, according to a report
published by the New York Times on
October 4, that the Department of Jus-
tice’s Office of Legal Counsel subse-
quently issued two additional legal
memos that once again defined torture
as ‘‘not torture’” and—in an apparent
effort to end run congressional efforts
to close loopholes in the existing prohi-
bition against cruel, inhuman, or de-
grading treatment or punishment—
simply declared that no CIA interroga-
tion practices violated that prohibi-
tion.

I would also draw my colleagues’ at-
tention to a subsequent, highly trou-
bling report published by the New York
Times on October 11 stating that the
Director of the CIA, Michael Hayden,
has ordered an investigation of the in-
spector general, John L. Helgerson.
The CIA inspector general is known to
have undertaken critical examinations
of CIA interrogation procedures.

With these latest developments in
mind, I would like to share three obser-
vations.

First, the revelation that—even
while the Abu Ghraib scandal was still
being investigated—the administration
was issuing additional secret memos
authorizing abusive interrogation tech-
niques, stands as the latest blow to the
credibility of the United States as a
global advocate for human rights and
democracy. We simply cannot win
hearts and minds around the globe if
we are perceived to condone a violation

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

of basic human rights, our own laws,
and international law. As cochairman
of the Helsinki Commission, I am pain-
fully aware of the extent to which
these policies have undermined our na-
tion’s reputation, and even our ability
to build support for counterterrorism
operations worldwide.

Second, these revelations once again
draw attention to this administration’s
breathtaking interpretation of the
scope of executive power. In fact, the
2002 ‘‘torture memo’ actually con-
sisted of two parts. One part effectively
sought to define torture as ‘‘not tor-
ture.” The second part addressed the
authority of the President to authorize
torture. In essence, that part of the
memo described the Presidency—when
the President is acting as Commander
in Chief—as virtually unrestrained by
the Congress, the Constitution, or the
courts. The Justice Department’s re-
nunciation of the 2002 torture memo
only appeared to renounce the first
part of that memo.

Accordingly, during the January 2005
confirmation hearing for Attorney
General Gonzalez, he was repeatedly
questioned regarding his views on the
scope of Presidential authority—and he
repeatedly stonewalled. His refusal to
answer those questions, coupled with
the President’s signing statements at-
tached to the 2005 Detainee Treatment
Act and the 2006 Military Commaissions
Act and most recent revelations of ad-
ditional torture memos, suggest that
President Bush does believe himself to
be beyond or above the law.

Many retired military leaders have
argued that abusive interrogation tech-
niques undermine America’s moral au-
thority, fuel jihadist recruitment, and
weaken international norms that have
protected American service men and
women for decades. Moreover, a now
declassified report issued by the Gov-
ernment’s Intelligence Science Board
has concluded there is no scientific evi-
dence that coercive interrogation
methods even produces good intel-
ligence. And we now know that the use
of these techniques has, in actual
cases, produced false or misleading in-
telligence.

Sadly, the one of the greatest trage-
dies of the President’s misguided poli-
cies on torture is this: this administra-
tion’s justification of abusive tech-
niques has not made us any safer.

———
WORLD FOOD DAY

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, each Oc-
tober, the eyes of the world appro-
priately turn to Des Moines for the
presentation of the World Food Prize,
called by the former President of Mex-
ico, ‘“‘the Nobel Prize for Food.”

Created by Dr. Norman E. Borlaug,
each year on or around October 16—
World Food Day—representatives from
more than 60 countries gather in the
magnificent Iowa State Capitol to
honor the newest laureate for his or
her exceptional breakthrough achieve-
ments in increasing the quality, quan-
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tity or availability of food in the
world. In past years, this honor has
gone to individuals from India, Den-
mark, Brazil, China, and Sierra Leone.
This year the winner is an American
from Indiana. But no matter where
they are from, all of these laureates
have in common that they have re-
duced hunger and human suffering
around the globe.

It is most fitting that this weeklong
celebration begins today, October 16
with the first ever Iowa Hunger Sum-
mit.

There are people flying today from
the east coast and the west coast to
Des Moines. No, they are not Presi-
dential candidates—although there are
already plenty of them in the State.
Rather, they are national leaders of
the Alliance to End Hunger and rep-
resentatives of the U.N. Foundation,
and ambassadors from the United Na-
tions and leaders of the OneVote08
campaign. They are all coming to join
hundreds of Iowans to listen to the
leaders of Bread for the World and
MAZON, the Jewish Response to Hun-
ger offer an inspiring vision about how
to diminish hunger at home and abroad
in this inaugural Iowa Hunger Summit.

At the center of this endeavor will be
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, Iowa’s and
America’s greatest hero in the struggle
against hunger. Today is U.N. World
Food Day all around the globe. But I
would argue, that perhaps the most
significant observance of this special
day will be taking place in Des Moines,
where it is also Dr. Norman E. Borlaug/
World Food Prize Day.

I want to commend Iowa’s three
former Governors, Tom Vilsack, Terry
Branstad, and Robert Ray for their bi-
partisan leadership in making this first
ever Iowa Hunger Summit possible. I
also express my appreciation to the
World Food Prize Foundation for its
initiative in starting this new program.
Iowa has a rich legacy of coming to-
gether above partisan differences when
human suffering is involved. Governor
Ray has exhibited exemplary leader-
ship of Iowa SHARES to feed emaci-
ated Cambodians, who had suffered
under the genocidal Khmer Rouge.
Similarly, Governor Branstad has led
Iowa CARES to send food to starving
populations in Ethiopia. And here at
home, Governor Vilsack has worked in
Iowa to greatly expand the number of
hungry people receiving assistance.

I am pleased to add my name to the
list of those in support of this mar-
velous new focus on hunger—the Iowa
Hunger Summit. It is most fitting that
we in the Congress would also join to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion to fur-
ther commit ourselves to efforts to al-
leviate malnutrition and human suf-
fering wherever it is found, at home or
abroad.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is
harvest time in Iowa and throughout
heartland. It is the time of year when
farmers work around the clock to bring
in the year’s harvest of corn, soybeans,
and other grains. Just this past week-
end while on my farm in New Hartford,
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