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(2) the number of aliens who applied for ad-

justment of status under section 3(a); 
(3) the number of aliens who were granted 

adjustment of status under section 3(a); and 
(4) the number of aliens whose conditional 

permanent resident status was removed 
under section 4. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. COCHRAN, and 
Mr. HARKIN: 

S.J. Res. 21. A joint resolution pro-
posing amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States relating to con-
tributions and expenditures intended 
to affect elections; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to join Senators SCHUMER, 
SPECTER and COCHRAN in introducing a 
constitutional amendment to overturn 
the 1976 Supreme Court decision in the 
case of Buckley v. Valeo and restore 
Congress’s power to regulate campaign 
finances. 

This constitutional amendment is a 
necessary first step in restoring con-
fidence in our system of government. 
The Court’s decision in Buckley, which 
equated money with speech, was fun-
damentally flawed. Unfortunately, 
since that decision, our democracy has 
been perverted. Costs of elections have 
spiraled out of control, office seekers 
are required to spend more time than 
ever raising money, and special inter-
ests correspondingly have greater ac-
cess than ever before. As a result, the 
integrity of our democracy continues 
to wane. 

Make no mistake, I am extremely re-
luctant to amend the Constitution. 
Amending the Constitution rightly is 
an extraordinary step that has seldom 
been done in our history. But, when it 
has been truly needed, we have done so. 
Reluctantly, I have reached the conclu-
sion that it is needed now. Without 
this amendment, our nation is simply 
too limited in its ability to deal with 
corruption and to restore confidence in 
our electoral system. The integrity of 
our democratic system not only deems 
it appropriate for us to approve a con-
stitutional amendment, it requires it. 

Until we have the ability to truly 
create a system of campaign finance, 
we will continue to have an escalation 
of spending on campaigns, and an esca-
lation of continued distrust by the 
American people in their political sys-
tem. This amendment is a necessary 
first step and I encourage my col-
leagues to support this vital measure. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the joint resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the joint resolution was ordered to be 
placed in the RECORD, as follows: 

S. J. RES. 21 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House 
concurring therein), That the following article 
is proposed as an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, which shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the Constitution when ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States 

within seven years after the date of its sub-
mission by the Congress: 

‘‘ARTICLE— 

‘‘SECTION 1. Congress shall have power to 
regulate the raising and spending of money, 
including through setting limits, for cam-
paigns for nomination for election to, or for 
election to, Federal office. 

‘‘SECTION 2. A State shall have power to 
regulate the raising and spending of money, 
including through setting limits, for— 

‘‘(1) State or local ballot initiatives, 
referenda, plebiscites, or other similar ballot 
measures; and 

‘‘(2) campaigns for nomination for election 
to, or for election to, State or local office. 

‘‘SECTION 3. Congress shall have power to 
implement and enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.’’. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 351—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 21, 2007, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK’’ 

Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr. 
DODD, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. PRYOR, and 
Ms. STABENOW) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 351 

Whereas the well-being of the United 
States requires that the young people of the 
United States become an involved, caring 
citizenry with good character; 

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent as violence by 
and against youth increasingly threatens the 
physical and psychological well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas more than ever, children need 
strong and constructive guidance from their 
families and their communities, including 
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups; 

Whereas the character of a nation is only 
as strong as the character of its individual 
citizens; 

Whereas the public good is advanced when 
young people are taught the importance of 
good character and the positive effects that 
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace; 

Whereas scholars and educators agree that 
people do not automatically develop good 
character and that, therefore, conscientious 
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young 
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character; 

Whereas, although character development 
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities, 
schools, and youth, civic, and human service 
organizations also play an important role in 
fostering and promoting good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages students, 
teachers, parents, youth, and community 
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to 
play a role in determining the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas effective character education is 
based on core ethical values, which form the 
foundation of democratic society; 

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, citizenship, and honesty; 

Whereas elements of character transcend 
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences; 

Whereas the character and conduct of our 
youth reflect the character and conduct of 
society, and, therefore, every adult has the 
responsibility to teach and model ethical 
values and every social institution has the 
responsibility to promote the development of 
good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages individuals 
and organizations, especially those who have 
an interest in the education and training of 
the young people of the United States, to 
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic 
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society; 

Whereas many schools in the United States 
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to 
integrate the values of their communities 
into their teaching activities; and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Character Counts Week, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups, 
and other organizations focus on character 
education, is of great benefit to the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning October 

21, 2007, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups— 

(A) to embrace the elements of character 
identified by local schools and communities, 
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and 

(B) to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies, programs, and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 352—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED 
STATES-MONGOLIA RELATIONS 
Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 

LUGAR, and Mr. BIDEN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 352 

Whereas the United States established dip-
lomatic relations with the Government of 
Mongolia in January 1987 and established its 
first embassy in Ulaanbaatar in June 1988; 

Whereas the United States and Mongolia 
are both fully democratic states committed 
to the rule of law; 

Whereas, in 1991, the United States estab-
lished normal trade relations with Mongolia 
and began a Peace Corps program that now 
boasts approximately 100 volunteers; 

Whereas the United States has a continued 
commitment to Mongolia’s economic and po-
litical development and has contributed over 
$150,000,000 in aid for that purpose since 1991; 

Whereas the United States has supported 
Mongolia’s participation in the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the World Bank, 
and the Asian Development Bank; 

Whereas the United States and Mongolia 
strengthened their trade relationship 
through the signing of a Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement in 2004 to boost 
bilateral commercial ties and resolve trade 
disputes; 

Whereas Mongolia continues to work with 
the United States to combat global ter-
rorism and, since April 2003, has contributed 
engineers, troops, and medical personnel to 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and has partici-
pated in training National Army artillery 
units in Afghanistan; 

Whereas Mongolia has demonstrated an ex-
panding desire to join the United States in 
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