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concept was expanded to celebrate Na-
tional Chemistry Week. 

The National Chemistry Week pro-
gram is designed to reach out to the 
public, especially elementary and sec-
ondary school children, to foster an ap-
preciation for chemistry. The theme of 
this year’s celebration is, ‘‘The Many 
Faces of Chemistry,’’ which is designed 
to educate the public on the many dif-
ferent types of careers in chemistry 
and the many different ways chemistry 
has contributed to our society. 

As a part of the activities for this 
week, the American Chemical Society 
has chosen to honor chemists working 
in the fields of biosensors, cosmetics, 
food, nutrition, dye, materials, natural 
products, and environmental processes, 
as well as chemists who work as teach-
ers. These varied fields contribute to 
our society on a daily basis. 

For instance, biosensors may be used 
to test air quality, drinking water 
quality, help dentists find cavities, and 
test for biological and chemical weap-
ons. Material chemists may work on 
ways to help make new products that 
are less harmful to the environment, 
such as making threads and plastic out 
of renewable biological materials. Nu-
tritional chemists may develop prod-
ucts that contain more vitamins and 
minerals in an effort to make people 
healthier and fight malnutrition 
throughout the world. 

National Chemistry Week is intended 
to honor all of these contributions, as 
well as encourage our Nation’s schools 
to cultivate the finest scientists, engi-
neers and technicians from every back-
ground to ensure we remain globally 
competitive. 

This week, more than 10,000 National 
Chemistry Week volunteers from in-
dustry, government, and academia will 
reach out to educate millions of chil-
dren across the country. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring them 
and these activities through the pas-
sage of this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, we have no further requests 
for time, and I ask my friend from 
Washington State if he has no further 
requests. 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, today I am 
pleased that we are considering this resolution 
recognizing the 20th anniversary of National 
Chemistry Week, which was established by 
the American Chemical Society to teach chil-
dren about the chemical sciences. This year, 
the National Chemistry Week theme is ‘‘The 
Many Faces of Chemistry,’’ emphasizing the 
diversity of chemistry careers and the diversity 
of the individuals working in chemistry profes-
sions. 

Ensuring that our science and engineering 
workforce accurately reflects the diversity of 
our population is necessary for our country to 
succeed. But right now we are falling short. 
For example, Hispanic Americans constitute 
12 percent of the population yet they rep-

resent less than three percent of the engineer-
ing and scientific community in the U.S. 

Last week the Research and Science Edu-
cation Subcommittee heard testimony from a 
number of witnesses on the topic of gender 
equity within science and engineering faculty. 
Freeman Hrabowski, the president of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore Campus—a 
campus noted for recruiting and retaining both 
minority students and faculty—remarked, ‘‘Pro-
ducing well-prepared scientists and engineers 
for our increasingly diverse workforce is per-
haps our most important and lasting contribu-
tion to the Nation’s economic development 
and national security.’’ Furthermore, a 2004 
survey of the ‘‘top 50’’ science engineering de-
partments at U.S. universities revealed that 
there are few tenured and tenure-track women 
faculty in these departments in research uni-
versities, even though a growing number of 
women are completing their Ph.D.s, and that 
underrepresented minority women faculty are 
almost nonexistent. 

Clearly, we have a problem. I have often 
said that we are throwing away more than 40 
percent of our workforce if we do not actively 
encourage more women and underrep-
resented minorities to consider these fields. 
The American Chemical Society is helping to 
draw more attention to this issue with the 
choice of this year’s National Chemistry Week 
theme. ‘‘The Many Faces of Chemistry’’ recog-
nizes the important contributions of chemical 
educators, scientists and engineers to techno-
logical progress and the health of many indus-
tries. 

I commend the American Chemical Society 
for stimulating the interest of ALL of our Na-
tion’s children in the chemical sciences so that 
they will consider careers in these fields and 
potentially discover the innovations of the fu-
ture, and I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution recognizing the goals and ideals of 
National Chemistry Week. 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 751, which recognizes Na-
tional Chemistry Week. I am proud to support 
this resolution, as I have done in past years, 
which acknowledges the critical role chemistry 
plays in maintaining and improving our quality 
of life. I thank the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. 
SILVESTRE REYES) for sponsoring this resolu-
tion and I thank the leadership for providing 
Members of Congress with the opportunity to 
show our support for this bill on the floor. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of Na-
tional Chemistry Week. Started by the Amer-
ican Chemical Society in 1987, this year’s Na-
tional Chemistry Week brings together busi-
nesses, schools, and nearly 200 ACS chap-
ters to raise awareness of chemistry in our 
daily lives. Through aggressive outreach, 
hands-on demonstrations within local commu-
nities and laboratory open houses, National 
Chemistry Week engages millions of Ameri-
cans, particularly elementary and secondary 
students, asking them to think about the how 
chemistry surrounds us all. 

National Chemistry Week’s theme for 2007, 
‘‘The Many Faces of Chemistry,’’ highlights the 
diverse roles chemistry professionals play in 
our society. From teaching in the classroom to 
conducting research in the laboratory, chem-
istry professionals provide countless services 
to society. ‘‘The Many Faces of Chemistry’’ is 
also a challenge to educators to promote di-
versity in chemistry and the sciences. 

Madam Speaker, while ACS organizes Na-
tional Chemistry Week to celebrate the con-

tributions of chemistry to the common good, 
as well as the progress in achieving diversity 
within the field, ACS is also issuing a chal-
lenge and a warning to Americans. 

Issues such as climate change and infec-
tious disease pose threats not only to the 
United States, but also to the entire world. In 
order to solve these problems, we must insist 
that science education be a priority in our ele-
mentary and secondary schools to cultivate 
the next generation of scientists. 

Additionally, this year’s National Chemistry 
Week reminds us that our work is not done 
promoting diversity within the sciences. While 
the number of women, African-Americans, and 
Hispanics earning advanced science and engi-
neering degrees has increased, growth has 
stagnated recently, and these groups remain 
underrepresented, when compared to the gen-
eral population. If the United States is to re-
main the locus of scientific research and inno-
vation in an increasingly competitive global 
playing field, we must continue to broaden 
these groups. 

Once again I commend the American 
Chemical Society for establishing National 
Chemistry Week in 1987 and thank the organi-
zation for two decades of promoting science 
education. I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution recognizing the goals and 
ideals of National Chemistry Week. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GORDON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 751. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PERLMUTTER) at 6 o’clock 
and 31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 189, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 523, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 762, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
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