November 1, 2007

steeped with dedication to the well-being, of
not just Missouri residents, but to the entire
nation. | urge my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Samuel J. Cornelius.

———
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KORTUM

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, November 1, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | join you here today to
honor Bill and Lucy Kortum for their out-
standing contributions to Sonoma County, the
State of California and the Nation. Having
made significant changes to the environmental
consciousness in California and beyond,
among other good works, Bill and Lucy have
changed the world permanently—for the bet-
ter.

Bill's priorities were clear from the time he
was young, growing up in Sonoma County
where he could hike or travel anywhere in the
county. His father told him, “Enjoy it now, be-
cause when you grow up, it will be gone.”

Determined that wouldn’t happen, Bill has
contributed in many ways to protect the valued
lifestyle of the community. That work has had
lasting effect around the world, and resulted in
a long list of notable accomplishments. For ex-
ample, as co-founder of COAAST (Califor-
nians Organized to Acquire Access to State
Tidelands), Bill led the fight to ensure the
public’s right to use California’s 1,300 miles of
coastline. Out of that came the California
Coastal Protection Initiative, a ground-breaking
measure that created the Coastal Commission
to regulate development along the State’s
coast.

“That's not only a gift to the people of Cali-
fornia,” says Professor John Kramer of
Sonoma State University, “but that bill was in-
strumental and served as a model for environ-
mentalists around the globe of how you could
value coast with the notion that it's a common
value. And it has been re-affirmed by the Su-
preme Court over and over.”

Among Bill's other contributions were the
idea of triple use for urban wastewater, the se-
lection and securing of land for the campus of
Sonoma State University, and the idea of a
hiking trail along the length of California, now
called the California Coastal Trail—which in-
cludes a part named after the Kortums.

Because of his steadfast dedication, Bill is
considered the dean of Sonoma County envi-
ronmentalists. As such, he was the first to
serve as a Sonoma County supervisor. He
was also one of the founders of Sonoma
County Conservation Action, an organization
that has been instrumental in electing environ-
mentally minded local officials, and is now a
leader in transportation issues, as well.

Bil's ideas were always backed by Lucy’s
actions, says Kramer. “Bill would get an idea
and Lucy would type it up on an old Under-
wood.”

While her husband led the charge and at-
tended meetings, Lucy organized papers and
photos, typed documents and maintained
computer files. It has been said of the couple’s
partnership that “he runs around and she or-
ganizes it.”

But Lucy has contributed more than admin-
istrative support. “While Bill was preserving
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our environmental heritage, Lucy was pre-
serving our architecture,” Kramer notes.

Her love of history motivated her to earn a
master’'s degree at Sonoma State University in
the subject. Her meticulous research about
historic sites resulted in more than a dozen
Petaluma buildings being named to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

It was Lucy who was responsible for the re-
search of every one of the 144 California Car-
negie libraries, Kramer notes. The thesis she
wrote from this research, entitled “Carnegie Li-
brary Development in California and the Archi-
tecture it Produced, 1899-1921” served as the
multiple property nomination that resulted in
10 California Carnegie libraries being added to
the National Register of Historic Places. In
fact, the paper still sets the standards by
which such libraries achieve the National Reg-
ister designation.

In recognition of her dedicated volunteer
service and scholastic achievements in the
field of historic preservation and research, the
Sonoma County Historical Society awarded
Lucy the Jeanne Thurlow Miller Individual
Award in 2005. The next year, she was
named Petaluma’s “Good Egg” and chosen to
lead the town’s annual parade, an acknowl-
edgment of her volunteer work for the
Petaluma Historical Library and Museum. She
stil serves as a board member of the
Petaluma Historical Society and Friends of the
Petaluma Library.

In addition to her own accomplishments,
Lucy worked tirelessly alongside her husband
to bring about the coastal trail, the coastal
commission and the California League of Con-
servation Voters, among others.

“They’ve been such incredible individuals,”
Kramer notes. “Beyond just living a good life
[and raising a family of three], they’ve given to
their community in extraordinarily wonderful
ways.”

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in ac-
knowledging two amazing people who have
made a difference. Thank you, Bill and Lucy,
for your contributions to the betterment of
Sonoma County and the world.

————
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Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the groundbreaking of Tem-
ple Brith Achim’s new Life Long Learning Cen-
ter.

Temple Brith Achim, a reform synagogue af-
filiated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
began in 1971 as a small group of families
who dreamed of building a place to worship,
celebrate, mourn, teach, learn and grow. In
the 36 years since this “covenant of brothers”
was formed, Temple Brith Achim has flour-
ished into a community of more than 280 fami-
lies.

This past April, as part of its 36th Anniver-
sary celebration, Temple Brith Achim honored
its founders and builders for their contribu-
tions, and reflected upon the congregation’s
strong tradition of community sharing and car-
ing.

Temple Brith Achim continues to provide a
welcoming atmosphere rich with religious and
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cultural traditions, beliefs, and rituals. Beyond
worship, members of the congregation engage
in charitable community outreach activities,
employing social activism to improve local, na-
tional and global communities.

This weekend, the community marked the
beginning of a new phase in the Temple’s life
with a ceremonial groundbreaking for the new
Center for Life Long Learning and for mod-
ernization of its existing facility. These im-
provements and additions will further the Tem-
ple’s commitment to educating and instilling
Jewish values in both its younger congrega-
tion and its adult congregants through its Reli-
gious School and Adult Education.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
recognizing this important milestone, and in
congratulating the members of Temple Brith
Achim for their continuing contributions to so-
ciety. Their spirit of community and giving
serves as an example to us all.
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Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride | rise today to congratulate the
20,630 brave souls who finished the Marine
Corp Marathon this past Sunday, October 28,
and to thank all the Marines, and Soldiers,
Sailors, and Airmen that have sacrificed and
continue to sacrifice for this Country.

Anyone that participated in the Marine Corp
Marathon as a runner or a spectator should be
very aware of the inherent good in humanity.
The entire course was filled with Marine volun-
teers handing out water, friends and family of
those running, and countless well-wishers who
just came to cheer the runners on, and pay re-
spect to those that have given so much.

There are 20,630 stories of why this mara-
thon was important, and 20,630 reasons why
it was special. | would like to take a minute to
share just a few of these compelling and
heartwarming stories.

| am told that 1st Lt. Travis Manion was ex-
cited to run the Marine Corp Marathon with his
father, Colonel Thomas Manion, also an active
duty Marine. Being active duty Marines they
were accepted before general registration
began. Unfortunately a sniper's bullet cut
Travis’s life short on April 29, 2007 in Al Anbar
province. He was serving his second tour in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom. In his
honor, his father ran with both their bib num-
bers, and nearly 100 others ran the marathon
as a part of “Team Travis.” All members of
“Team Travis” should be proud of their hard
work to honor this hero whose life was trag-
ically cut short.

The United States Naval Academy Class of
1995 graduated a little over a decade ago just
like generations of Sailors and Marines before
them, ready to spread out over the world, and
serve our country. This past weekend, nearly
100 members of that graduating class ran in
the Marine Corp marathon to “Run to Honor”
six members of their graduating class who
have died in military operations from 1998 and
2007. Their fallen comrades, Marine Major
Douglas Zembiec, Marine Major Megan
McClung, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Erik Kristensen,
Navy Lt. Richard Pugh, Navy Lt. Bruce Don-
ald, and Navy Lt. j.g. Brendan Duffy, constitute
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