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Madam Speaker, I commend and honor 

these American heroes—recognition of their 
bravery will be forever memorialized in the 
U.S. Congress with these remarks. Their dedi-
cation to the cause of freedom and democracy 
shall never be forgotten. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FLOWER 
MOUND HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Flower Mound High 
School Drumline in Flower Mound, Texas. The 
Flower Mound High School Drumline has been 
named ‘‘Best Drumline in the Nation’’ by the 
Percussive Arts Society International Marching 
Festival competition in Columbus, Ohio, and 
for the first time, was awarded the nationally 
acknowledged Fred Sanford Award. 

The Flower Mound High School Drumline’s 
show, entitled ‘‘Primary Focus,’’ is centered on 
the idea that music is the main part of the 
number. Along with the ‘‘Best Drumline’’ 
award, individual students at Flower Mound 
High School also received awards for Best 
Snare Pit, Best Tenor Line and Best Ensem-
ble. The forty-two member drumline competes 
annually in indoor and outdoor competitions, 
as well as marching in the half time shows 
during the football season. 

It is my honor to represent a group that 
shows such talent, hard work, and dedication 
at such a young age. I extend my sincere con-
gratulations to The Flower Mound High School 
Drumline. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained and was not 
present for rollcalls 1090 and 1091 Wednes-
day, November 14. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 1090 on 
Agreeing to the Conference Report on H.R. 
1429, the Improving Head Start Act and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall 1091 to suspend the rules and pass 
H.R. 3845 PROTECT Our Children Act. 

f 

HONORING CORINNE WHITLATCH 
AND CHURCHES FOR MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Corinne Whitlatch on the occasion of 
her retirement as Executive Director of 
Churches for Middle East Peace. During her 
twenty-one years of service, Corinne made a 
significant contribution to helping policymakers 
understand the churches’ positions and roles 
in Middle East peacemaking. I appreciate and 

admire her advocacy in support of a resolution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that allows 
two states—Israel and Palestine—to live in 
peace and security as neighbors. 

Corinne Whitlatch’s dedication to achieving 
peace in the Holy Land and commitment to 
ensuring a positive future for both the Israelis 
and Palestinians is admirable. I greatly value 
the efforts she has made to help both Mem-
bers of Congress and church congregants ap-
proach these issues with compassion and em-
pathy. 

As I have worked in support of Israel, of the 
Palestinian people, and of achieving a two- 
state solution, I have been proud to stand side 
by side with Corinne and Churches for Middle 
East Peace’s members, as well as Jewish- 
Americans and Arab-Americans. My Lutheran 
upbringing has given me the firm conviction of 
the important role faith communities have in 
communicating a message of peace. Under 
Corinne’s leadership, Churches for Middle 
East Peace has been an important voice on 
Capitol Hill to communicate this same mes-
sage. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to sincerely 
thank Corinne for her service on behalf of 
peace. She will certainly be missed, but I am 
confident that the fine work of Churches for 
Middle East Peace will continue and will help 
see us through a time when the vision of two 
states is a reality. 

f 

EMPLOYMENT NON- 
DISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3685) to prohibit 
employment discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation: 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Chairman, I rise today in opposition to the Em-
ployment Non-Discrimination Act because I 
believe it erodes our family values and the 
foundation of our Nation. 

All people should live without fear of harass-
ment. However, this legislation would create a 
newly protected class based on ‘‘perceived’’ 
sexual orientation. The term ‘‘perceived’’ and 
how it applies to the workplace will be subject 
to endless litigation and will ultimately be de-
fined by the court system. It will open the door 
for anyone of any sexual orientation to claim 
to have been discriminated against on the 
basis of perceived sexual orientation. I am dis-
appointed that this will become the latest ex-
ample of unelected officials deciding an issue 
for the Legislative branch. 

Meanwhile, faith-based institutions such as 
summer camps, Bible book stores or Christian 
schools will be the ones held hostage. The bill 
inappropriately excludes the hundreds or even 
thousands of religious schools that identify 
themselves as non-denominational. Unfortu-
nately, the definition of a religious organization 
does not adequately cover religious schools 
that are not ‘‘controlled, managed, owned, or 
supported by a particular religion, religious 
corporation, association or society.’’ 

To attempt to meet exemptions, these faith- 
based institutions would be subject to highly 

inappropriate federal intrusion into their reli-
gious activities to determine, in essence, if 
they are religious ‘‘enough.’’ Meanwhile it puts 
schools that are not directly associated with a 
church at risk. In Baltimore Lutheran High 
School Assn v. Employment Security Admin., 
490A.2d 701 (Md. 1985), an unemployment 
case, the Maryland Court of Special Appeals 
ruled against the school declaring it was not 
‘‘operated primarily for religious purposes.’’ 
However, the school conducted mandatory 
chapel services and attempted to integrate a 
distinctly Christian worldview into all of it 
courses. 

As this current bill would result in a funda-
mental departure from the longstanding frame-
work of the Civil Rights Act, widespread litiga-
tion, a trampling of hiring protections for many 
faith-based institutions, and an undermining of 
state laws that define and protect marriage, I 
will vote to oppose it. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 13, I was unavoidably detained and 
was not able to record my vote for rollcall No. 
1082. 

Had I been present would have voted: roll-
call No. 1082—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

SHAW UNIVERSITY BEARS 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Shaw University Bears 
football team for winning the 2007 Central 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association, CIAA, 
Championship, under the leadership of head 
coach Darrell Asberry. After a hard fought 
season, the Bears defeated Virginia Union 
University in a dazzling double overtime per-
formance 31–24 at the Charlotte Memorial 
Stadium in Charlotte, North Carolina, on No-
vember 10, 2007. 

Madam Speaker, Shaw University has con-
tributed significantly to the growth and devel-
opment of North Carolina and the enrichment 
of countless of its citizens. I am proud to have 
the honor of representing this outstanding in-
stitution. It is fitting that we take a moment 
today to honor these young athletes as shin-
ing stars for the university. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 
INDEPENDENT LIVING, INC. 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Independent Living, Inc., based in 
Newburgh, New York, as it celebrates the 
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twentieth anniversary of its founding. For the 
past two decades, Independent Living has 
championed the cause of equal rights, access, 
and opportunity for persons with disabilities, 
and has worked throughout the Hudson Valley 
region to enhance the quality of life for these 
individuals and their families. 

Founded in 1987, Independent Living cur-
rently provides services and assistance to 
more than ten thousand people annually. 
Through the hard work, vision and leadership 
of founder and Executive Director Douglas J. 
Hovey, Independent Living has continued to 
develop and expand its programs and advo-
cacy for persons with disabilities, increasing its 
staff to more than two hundred. 

Independent Living continues to make 
progress towards the goals of eliminating 
physical and attitudinal barriers for all persons 
with disabilities and ensuring that these indi-
viduals have universal access and opportunity 
in every aspect of community life. The organi-
zation’s programs include information and re-
ferral services, peer counseling, individual and 
systems advocacy, and independent living 
skills training. Independent Living provides crit-
ical assistance with housing, education, em-
ployment, medical needs and personal attend-
ant services, as well as advocacy for needed 
public policy changes at the local, state and 
federal levels of government. 

Independent Living has systematically 
worked to reduce barriers for persons with dis-
abilities by consulting with and educating fam-
ily members, educators, service providers, 
public officials and representatives from the 
business community. The organization is oper-
ated by people with disabilities who clearly un-
derstand such barriers and can work effec-
tively to resolve these obstacles. Through their 
diverse programs for individuals with disabil-
ities, Independent Living also has helped to 
foster motivation, independence, self-direction, 
employment, social integration, and commu-
nity participation. 

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to honor 
Independent Living for its 20 years of com-
mitted and distinguished service. I congratu-
late and salute Doug Hovey, the board of di-
rectors and the staff and supporters of this or-
ganization for their very positive and lasting 
impact on the lives of so many individuals and 
families. I offer my appreciation to Inde-
pendent Living, Inc., which continues to serve 
as a strong model for similar efforts through-
out our Nation. 

f 

HONORING HELENA TRAFFORD 
DEVEREUX 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Helena Trafford Devereux—a 
pioneer in special education. From the begin-
ning of her impressive career, her interest as 
a young school teacher from south Philadel-
phia was focused on children, usually in the 
back of the room who were unable to keep up 
with the rest of the class and were all too 
often forgotten by other educators. In the early 
1900s, Helena Devereux began working with 
these children and others throughout Philadel-
phia as she developed the cornerstones of 

modern-day special education. Her passion 
led her to work further with these children, 
bringing eight of them into her home so that 
she could provide the necessary instruction 
not only educationally, but vocationally and so-
cially as well. Her success led to the 1912 
founding of Devereux, which has become the 
Nation’s largest nonprofit provider of behav-
ioral healthcare for people with developmental/ 
intellectual disabilities, behavioral disorders 
and mental illness. Ninety-five years later, it 
now serves 15,000 clients in 11 states 
throughout the country. 

Ms. Devereux’s work was truly at the cutting 
edge for its time. Professionals throughout the 
country and representing diverse disciplines 
came to Devereux to study her models of 
treatment and special education. Being a true 
visionary, Helena Devereux knew the impor-
tance of providing educational services to peo-
ple with special needs. But more importantly, 
she knew the importance of training profes-
sionals in the fields of education, psychology, 
social work, psychiatry and related areas. It 
was therefore important to her that this mis-
sion be incorporated in the 1938 charter of 
Devereux and the 1956 bylaws. 

Fifty years ago, shortly before her resigna-
tion, Helena Devereux established the Institute 
of Research and Training, now known as the 
Institute of Clinical Training and Research 
(ICTR). ICTR is one of the ten oldest, continu-
ously accredited internship training sites by 
the American Psychological Association in the 
country. Since its inception, over 1,200 individ-
uals have received their pre- or post-doctoral 
training at Devereux and many of these indi-
viduals have gone on to attain positions of 
prominence in the field of psychology. 

ICTR has also excelled in developing best 
practices in the field of education for infants 
and toddlers, children with significant behav-
ioral disorders and mental illness, and children 
with developmental disabilities, including au-
tism. 

In celebration of the 95th anniversary of 
Devereux and the 50th anniversary of the 
ICTR, Devereux is planning a Gala celebration 
at the Independence Seaport Museum on Fri-
day, November 16, 2007. The Gala is ex-
pected to draw the greater Philadelphia busi-
ness and civic community for an evening of 
entertainment and appreciation. 

While Devereux is recognized as a national 
leader in providing services for children, ado-
lescents and adults, the largest population 
base served is in southeastern Pennsylvania. 
Almost every town and township in the Dela-
ware Valley, as well as more than 40 counties 
throughout the state, are served by Devereux. 
In Pennsylvania alone, it serves 1,800 individ-
uals. 

Madam Speaker, I am sure all of my col-
leagues join me today in celebrating the 95th 
anniversary of Devereux and the 50th anniver-
sary of the ICTR. Their legacy—and the tire-
less work undertaken by Helena Devereux—is 
evident in the countless lives that they have 
affected, and those students who they con-
tinue to help every day. 

HONORING ANDREW HERDMAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Andrew Herdman of Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Andrew is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 247, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Andrew Herdman for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ERIKA B. 
SCHLAGER’S 20 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AT THE COMMISSION SECU-
RITY AND COOPERATION IN EU-
ROPE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I am pleased to pay tribute to Erika 
Schlager for her 20 years of tireless service to 
the U.S. Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, the Helsinki Commission. 
Erika began her advocacy work as a member 
of the Commission’s professional staff on Sep-
tember 8, 1987, during a period marked by re-
pression and widespread violations of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in Central 
and Eastern Europe, the region of her par-
ticular expertise. 

Driven by a passion for upholding the 
human rights commitments enshrined in the 
Helsinki Final Act, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other international instru-
ments, Erika devoted herself to documenting 
the cases of political prisoners, prisoners of 
conscience, and others denied their funda-
mental freedoms. Her focus on the countries 
of the region began with her academic studies 
as well as her personal experience. Indeed, 
Erika was in Poland for further studies when 
the regime imposed martial law in late 1981. 
Shortly after she joined the Commission staff, 
she helped organize a delegation of members 
to Czechoslovakia where, among other activi-
ties, they planned to meet playwright and 
Charter 77 founder Vaclav Havel. The coura-
geous rights leader was detained by the se-
cret police and prevented from meeting the 
delegation. Erika was an ardent champion on 
his behalf as well as for those lesser known 
victims of repression. She was able to accom-
pany a delegation of Commissioners to Poland 
in 1989 to witness the installation of the first 
democratically elected government there in 
more than six decades. Her diligent monitoring 
of developments in these countries continues 
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