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this year’s spending bills, that he just 
might do away with all earmarks in 
the bill. Well, that may pass for a 
threat here in Washington, but tax-
payers all over the country are ap-
plauding. 

Despite the perception that many in 
Congress seem to have that taxpayers 
are eagerly awaiting the completion of 
appropriation bills to see if their ear-
marks ended up in the bill for their 
hometown, taxpayers, whether they’re 
Republicans or Democrats, are ap-
plauding. They think that earmarks 
are a waste of money. 

Chairman OBEY has said on many oc-
casions that if it were up to him, he 
would do away with earmarks alto-
gether; they are a waste of his time 
and his committee’s resources. I 
couldn’t agree more. In fact, I can’t 
think of a better Christmas present to 
Chairman OBEY than releasing him 
from the stress and hassle of having to 
deal with our earmarks. I’m sure he 
would be grateful, and our constituents 
would be grateful even more. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF FORMER CONNECTICUT 
GOVERNOR WILLIAM O’NEILL 
(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and leg-
acy of former Governor William 
O’Neill, who passed away on November 
24, 2007. 

Bill O’Neill is today recognized as 
one of the giants of Connecticut his-
tory. He served as Governor from 1980 
to 1982, and was a leader who had a 
commonsense, compassionate vision of 
government, raising teachers’ salaries, 
rebuilding our roads, and creating a 
pathbreaking prescription drug benefit 
for seniors. 

In Connecticut over the last 2 weeks, 
there has been an outpouring of affec-
tion for the Governor and his wonder-
ful surviving wife, Nikki, partly be-
cause of his great work for the people, 
but also because of the plainspoken, 
humble way he carried himself in the 
State’s highest office. 

As the Irish would say, Bill O’Neill 
never put on airs. And that is why last 
week, at a funeral service at St. Pat-
rick’s Church in his beloved East 
Hampton, the same church he served as 
an altar boy and the same church he 
faithfully attended for over 70 years, 
people from all walks of life came to 
pay tribute to him and Nikki and 
honor a man who set a beautiful exam-
ple for us all, of service, decency and 
compassion. 

I ask my colleagues to join with me 
in honoring Governor O’Neill’s con-
tributions to Connecticut and offer sin-
cerest condolences to his family and 
friends. 

f 

ENERGY BILL IS A TERRIBLE 
DEAL FOR AMERICANS 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 

House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, three things are certain to 
occur because of the Democrat’s energy 
bill: First of all, it’s going to make 
cars more expensive, it will force taxes 
to be raised, and it will cost American 
jobs. 

The imposition of higher CAFE 
standards combined with a regulatory 
nightmare of the EPA regulating tail 
pipe emissions and NHTSA regulating 
fuel economy will force the domestic 
auto companies to expend billions on 
regulatory compliance with the cost 
passed along to consumers, of course. 

Some estimate that the cost of this 
will be as much as $85 billion. This 
means that the cost of an American 
automobile will rise as much as $5,000 
to $10,000 per vehicle. And worst of all, 
the new mandates will actually force 
automakers to outsource more vehicle 
production in an effort to reduce their 
costs and to remain competitive, which 
will cost more American jobs. 

This is simply a terrible deal for 
American consumers, American tax-
payers, and American workers. It will 
result in a hidden tax on cars, higher 
taxes on gas, and less jobs in America. 
Our Nation needs a comprehensive en-
ergy policy, but this bill misses the 
mark badly. 

f 

FINALLY A COMPREHENSIVE 
ENERGY BILL 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Today we will 
vote on a comprehensive energy bill, fi-
nally. This country has waited 32 years 
for an increase in mileage standards. 
Thirty-two years. We have also waited 
for Congress to focus on renewables, 
green jobs and energy conservation in 
buildings and appliances. This bill will 
do that. This bill will also help free our 
Nation from dependence on foreign oil. 

When Newt Gingrich was sworn in as 
Speaker, we were 41 percent dependent 
on foreign oil. We are now 61 percent 
dependent on foreign oil. This is a risk 
to our national security. This bill will 
help our pocketbooks, it will help our 
environment, and it will help our na-
tional security. I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE HENRY HYDE 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, last 
week, America lost a true statesman 
when Henry Hyde passed away at the 
age of 83. 

Representative Hyde was a student of 
American history, a constitutional 
scholar, a thoughtful legislator, and a 
skillful orator. But above all, he will be 
remembered as a man of integrity who 

stood for the most basic principles of 
liberty, justice, and, above all, respect 
for life. 

On November 5, President Bush 
awarded Mr. Hyde the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the very highest 
honor the President can bestow on an 
American citizen. 

In his first term, Henry Hyde offered 
an amendment that ensured that 
Americans who believe in the sanctity 
of life would not see their taxpayer dol-
lars go to the funding of abortion. That 
was just the beginning of Henry’s long 
legislative career spent working to pro-
tect the sanctity of human life. 

I urge the Democrat leadership to 
bring the bipartisan H. Res. 843 to the 
floor for a vote. It would be a mark on 
this body if we did not honor the life 
and work of a man of character like 
Henry Hyde. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION’S MISPLACED 
PRIORITIES 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to oppose the lat-
est demonstration of this administra-
tion’s misplaced priorities. 

President Bush wants to slash $2 bil-
lion in funding that will help our police 
and other first responders protect 
Americans here at home from terror-
ists and other threats so that he can 
send $3 billion over to Iraq to train po-
lice there. That money means a lot to 
our police and firefighters here at 
home. By cutting this funding, Presi-
dent Bush will endanger security at 
our ports, subways and rail lines. Fur-
ther, his proposal will not allow law 
enforcement agencies to use grants for 
counterterrorism or intelligence per-
sonnel, funding which has helped the 
NYPD uncover and stop nearly 20 ter-
rorist attacks. 

By proposing these cuts, the Presi-
dent rejects the advice of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and the 9/ 
11 Commission and again shows his pri-
orities are not those of the American 
people. 

I urge the President to reconsider 
this request and will work with my col-
leagues to reverse these deeply mis-
guided cuts to homeland security. 

f 

LIFE HAS LOST ITS LION 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. On November 29, Ameri-
cans learned of the passing of one of 
the giants of this Congress in the 20th 
century. Congressman Henry Hyde of 
Illinois died at the age of 83. 

As Members in both parties know, 
throughout his nearly four decades in 
this Congress, Henry Hyde was the es-
sence of dignity, civility, and a com-
mitment to principle. He was a cham-
pion of the great causes, life, liberty 
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