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who serve in a covert capacity. But the
CIA keeps scores of classified mate-
rial—including videotapes—while pro-
tecting the identities of its agents.
This raises serious questions about
whether the tapes were destroyed to
protect the nature of the interrogation,
rather than the identity of the interro-
gator.

This incident deserves further con-
gressional oversight and inquiry—nei-
ther the CIA nor this interrogation
program is immune to our laws. This is
yet another chapter in a dark period in
our constitutional history. Now, it is
time to turn the page. That is why I
was heartened to learn that the House
and Senate Intelligence Committees
have reached agreement on including a
requirement in the Intelligence author-
ization bill that subjects CIA interro-
gators to the guidelines on interroga-
tion included in the U.S. Army Field
Manual. It would be a grave disappoint-
ment—though not surprising—if this
important step forward were subject to
a veto threat from the President. That
must not deter the Congress from mov-
ing forward. We have a responsibility
to act.

We should not have a separate inter-
rogation program whose methods are
so abhorrent that they cannot stand up
to scrutiny. We should not have to find
ways of ignoring or averting our own
laws to defend our country. Torture
does not work. Torture violates our
laws. And torture sets back the stand-
ing and moral leadership that America
needs to triumph in this global strug-
gle. Our values and laws are not incon-
venient obstacles to the defense of our
national security—they can and must
be a guiding force in our response to
terrorism.

Today is Pearl Harbor day—a date
when our Nation was subjected to a
terrible surprise attack, and when a
generation of Americans answered the
call to defend our security and extend
the cause of freedom. More than 6
years after 9/11, we are still struggling
to define our own response to our gen-
eration’s terrible surprise attack. As
we defend America, let us learn the
painful lessons of these last few years,
and enlist our values and our Constitu-
tion in this first great struggle of the
21st century.

————

NATIONAL STEM SCHOLARSHIP
DATABASE ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joining my colleagues
from Illinois and Minnesota, Senators
OBAMA, DURBIN, and COLEMAN, in intro-
ducing the National Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math, STEM,
Scholarship Database Act of 2007,
which is intended to address one of the
obstacles that students experience in

pursuing undergraduate and
postbaccalaureate studies in STEM
fields.

There is growing concern that the
United States is not preparing a suffi-
cient number of students, teachers, and
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practitioners in STEM fields. An im-
portant aspect of U.S. efforts to main-
tain and improve economic competi-
tiveness is the existence of a capable
scientific and technological workforce.

The change from a labor-based manu-
facturing to a knowledge-based manu-
facturing and service economy de-
mands certain skills of our citizenry.
The National Science Foundation,
NSF, projects that in the increasingly
changing context for science and tech-
nology, a workforce trained in the
sciences and engineering is necessary
for continued economic growth. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that
science and engineering occupations
are projected to grow by 21.4 percent
from 2004 to 2014, compared to a growth
of 13 percent in all occupations during
the same time period. Furthermore,
the current scientific and engineering
workforce is aging. The NSF reports
that the number reaching retirement
age will increase dramatically over the
next two decades.

A May 2007 report of the Department
of Education states that: There is in-
creasing concern about U.S. economic
competitiveness, particularly the fu-
ture ability of the nation’s education
institutions to produce citizens literate
in STEM concepts and to produce fu-
ture scientists, engineers, mathemati-
cians, and technologists. Such experts
are needed to maintain U.S. pre-
eminence in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics. While other
countries around the world strive to
improve their own education systems
and to expand their economies, the
U.S. will have to work even harder in
the coming years to maintain its com-
petitive edge.

In addition to these statistics, we
have anecdotal evidence from univer-
sities across the country and in my
home State of Maine. Faculty from the
University of Southern Maine and
across the State point to decreasing
undergraduate enrollments in STEM
fields and an even greater decrease in
the number of bachelor and master’s
degrees conferred in these fields. For
many students, the obstacle is not a
lack of interest but rather a lack of fi-
nancial resources.

On August 9, 2007, President Bush
signed into law Public Law 110-69, The
America COMPETES Act, H.R. 2272.
The legislation is directed at increas-
ing research investment, improving
economic competitiveness, developing
an innovation infrastructure, and
strengthening and expanding science
and mathematics programs at all
points on the educational pipeline. The
America COMPETES Act authorizes
$33.6 billion for fiscal year 2008 through
fiscal year 2010 for science, mathe-
matics, engineering, and technology
programs across the Federal Govern-
ment. This Federal effort, while laud-
able, is essentially unknown to the av-
erage student interested in pursuing a
degree in a STEM field. Moreover, it
does little to help a rising college
freshman today enter a degree program
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in aerospace engineering,
medicine, or computer
systems.

A major challenge facing many high
school graduates and their families is
how to afford college. Helping students
locate financial aid might well increase
the number of students entering STEM
fields. For many first-generation col-
lege students, financial assistance may
be available but the student may be
unaware of the opportunities. As a re-
sult of Federal efforts in this area,
there is a large array of financial aid
opportunities available in the STEM
fields; however, there is no simple way
for potential applicants to explore
them.

The database created in this bill will
have a complete list of STEM scholar-
ships, fellowships, and other programs
of financial assistance from all public
and private sources for postsecondary
and postgraduate study. The American
Chemical Society and the National
Science Teachers Association believe
this measure will expand and strength-
en the STEM education pipeline and
help keep our nation competitive in
the global economy by aiding capable
students who are interested in STEM
careers in their search for the right
scholarship opportunity to support
their studies.

With less than 6 percent of the
world’s population, the United States
cannot expect to dominate science and
technology in the future as it did dur-
ing the second half of the last century
when we enjoyed a massively dis-
proportionate share of the world’s
STEM resources. We must invest more
in the resources we do have, encourage
those resources to produce economi-
cally useful innovations, and organize
the STEM enterprise by working to
make sure that innovations developed
here produce prosperity and progress
for all.

veterinary
information

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TEMPLE BETH EL IN
MIDLAND, MICHIGAN

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it is my
distinct honor to pay tribute to Temple
Beth El on its 50th anniversary, which
will continue to be celebrated through-
out the year. This small but vibrant
Jewish congregation has made an im-
portant contribution to the Midland
community.

Since the 1890s, when the first Jewish
family settled in this area, there has
been a strong Jewish community. By
1955, the Jewish community in Midland
totaled nearly 50 families. The fol-
lowing year, after having commuted to
other cities for religious instruction
and observance for many years, the de-
cision was made to establish a local
place of worship. After much discussion
and with guidance from Rabbi Katz of
Saginaw and the leadership of Ralph
Cutler and Leonard Bernstein, the con-
gregation’s founding families provided
the financial and material support nec-
essary to design and secure a location
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