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numerous charities, including the Helen Ross 
McNabb Center, Empty Stocking Fund, United 
Way, Catholic Charities, and many others. 

The three Gettelfinger families whom I am 
honoring have raised 18 children, who are 
successful in their own right, and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Andrew and Frances Gettelfinger, Earl and 
Marianne Gettelfinger, and Herman and Nancy 
Gettelfinger are being honored by their fami-
lies and friends in Knoxville on December 16. 
2007. I would like to join in paying tribute to 
those wonderful people. This Nation is a much 
better place today because of the Gettelfinger 
family and the senior generation that is being 
honored at this time. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I urge my col-
leagues to join me as I salute the Gettelfinger 
family of Knoxville, TN. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOAN 
TUNTLAND 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my dear friend, Joan 
Tuntland, who passed away on June 18, 
2007, with the same strength, poise, and 
grace which defined her life. 

Joan was born in 1937 in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, and moved as a young child to Reno, 
Nevada, with her family. There she grew up 
attending Veteran’s Memorial Elementary 
School and subsequently graduated from 
Reno High School in 1956. The friendships 
Joan forged during her time at Reno High 
School proved to be lifelong, culminating in 
her 50-year high school reunion last summer. 

Joan worked various jobs and eventually 
met her husband, Larry, while they were both 
employed at the First National Bank of Ne-
vada. Larry would later become president, 
thanks in part to the support offered by Joan. 
Joan and Larry were married in February of 
1963, and soon welcomed two sons, Daniel 
and Ray, into their young family. Joan and her 
young family moved to Las Vegas in 1983, 
where Joan immediately became active in the 
community. These contacts forged friendships 
which she would hold dearly the rest of her 
life. 

While in Las Vegas, Joan became active 
with Bishop Gorman High School, mirroring 
her involvement at Bishop Manogue High 
School in Reno. Her continuous support of 
Bishop Gorman High School was formally ac-
knowledged as she and Larry were bestowed 
the honor of being inducted into the Royal 
Order of the Gael in March of 1992. In 1996, 
shortly before her husband’s retirement they 
relocated back to Reno, Nevada. 

Joan was blessed throughout her life with 
many amazing friendships; however, family re-
mained her primary purpose and true love in 
her life. Her love, leadership, and spirituality 
made her the rock and foundation of her fam-
ily. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life and legacy of my friend Mrs. Joan 
Tuntland. Her dedication and love for her fam-
ily and community should serve as an exam-
ple to us all. I applaud all her efforts and ac-
complishments and I send my sympathies, as 
she will be missed by many. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
NORM GARY ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Mr. Gary has demonstrated val-

ues of hard work and service throughout his 
life, always maintaining a positive outlook; and 

Whereas, Mr. Gary is recognized for 30 
years of dedication to the Hocking County 
community; and 

Whereas, Mr. Gary has impacted the lives 
of many while teaching residents skills that 
have helped them obtain employment; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I thank Norm Gary for his 30 years of 
service. We recognize the tremendous impact 
he has had in his community and in the lives 
of all those people he has touched. 
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CONGRATULATING LYNN HIDELL 
AND CAROL J. MEADE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Lynn Hidell and Carol 
Meade, who were honored as Citizens of the 
Year in Little Elm, Texas. 

Ms. Hidell and the late Ms. Meade volun-
teered as a team for 10 years at several Little 
Elm events, such as the July Jubilee, the 
Holidaze Celebration at Beard Park, the Little 
Elm Awards Foundation, and the Summer 
Rhythms Concert Series. The two ladies have 
been friends for years, and while working to-
gether for their community complemented 
each other through their compatibility. The de-
cision was a plurality, as the selection com-
mittee received multiple nominations for both 
Hidell and Meade. 

Ms. Hidell began volunteering in Little Elm 
over 10 years ago as a means to get to know 
people in her community. She also donates 
time at the Little Elm Area Food Bank, and 
hosts a jet-ski adventure fundraiser each year 
to benefit the food bank. She works as an of-
fice manager for Hidell and Associates, Inc. 

Apart from her volunteering with Hidell, Ms. 
Meade also served on the Lake Vision Com-
mittee. Those who knew Ms. Meade recall her 
as a caring, giving, hard working, and kind- 
hearted individual. 

These ladies exemplify hard work and a 
commitment to their community. I extend my 
sincere congratulations to Ms. Lynn Hidell and 
Ms. Carol Meade of Little Elm. It is an honor 
to represent them in the 26th district of Texas. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDGE 
CEDRIC A. KERNS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Judge Cedric A. Kerns, who is being 

honored as a Bench Trailblazer by the 
Bicolanos of Nevada and Filipino American 
California Expatriates Society of Las Vegas. 

Judge Kerns first became active in the Las 
Vegas community while attending the Univer-
sity of Nevada Las Vegas. During his under-
graduate years he was a member of UNLV’s 
nationally ranked debate team. After receiving 
his juris doctor from the University of San 
Diego, Judge Kerns became partner and co- 
founder of the law office of Kerns and 
Lybarger, where he focused on criminal de-
fense and domestic law. During his time in pri-
vate practice, Judge Kerns was appointed as 
a member of the Nevada Supreme Court’s 
Task Force for the ‘‘Study of Economic Bias’’ 
in the justice system. 

The experience gained while Judge Kerns 
was in private practice helped him to succeed 
in being elected to the Las Vegas Municipal 
Court, Department 5, in 1997. During his 10 
years as a judge in Las Vegas, Judge Kerns 
has greatly enriched the community, as is evi-
dent in his being awarded the 2006 Out-
standing Judge of the Year Award by the Ne-
vada Judges Association. One of the projects 
that Judge Kerns began and has maintained is 
the Habitual Offender Prevention and Edu-
cation (HOPE) Court. Through his hard work 
he has helped habitual offenders to get sober 
and off the streets. Judge Kerns also spends 
time as the Las Vegas Municipal Court liaison 
for Domestic Violence Offenders; he serves as 
a member of the Judicial Council of the State 
of Nevada, an administrative arm of the Su-
preme Court, as well as being a member of 
the Court Funding Commission of the Su-
preme Court. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Judge 
Cedric A. Kerns. Throughout his years as a 
lawyer and judge, he has committed himself to 
helping others and the community. I congratu-
late him on being recognized as a Bench 
Trailblazer, and wish him well in his future en-
deavors. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING HAR-
OLD AND DIANE KEESEE ON RE-
CEIVING THE ANGELS IN ADOP-
TION AWARD. 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Harold and Diane Keesee are 

recognized for receiving the Angels in Adop-
tion Award, and 

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. Kessee are an asset 
to our community and have been fostering 
children for seventeen years, and 

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. Kessee have made 
a difference in those lives that enter their 
home, and 

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. Kessee exemplify 
the spirit of selflessness and giving through 
their extraordinary work in child welfare; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I commend Harold and Diane 
Kessee on their contributions and service to 
children in Tuscarawas and Guernsey Coun-
ties. Congratulations to Harold and Diane 
Kessee on receiving the Angels in Adoption 
Award. 
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