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Because congressional leaders refuse
to negotiate with the President to fund
our troops in the field, the Department
of Defense has been forced to cut
spending in other areas in order to pay
the bills for continued operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Even as our
troops have made major security gains
in Iraq, the Democrat majority wishes
to pull the plug by cutting the funding
to support their mission.

I believe we’re sending exactly the
wrong message to the men and women
who serve in our Armed Forces: not
funding our troops. Each day that goes
by without such a bill is a failure of
the leadership of this dysfunctional
Congress.

———
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DEMOCRATIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, when
the Democratic Congress was elected
last November, we pledged to enact
measures to protect and support our
military troops and veterans. Since
taking office, we have honored that
promise by passing important legisla-
tion.

This year, the House has passed the
largest increase for veterans health
care in the history of the Veterans Ad-
ministration, has made major improve-
ments in equipment and training, in-
cluding protecting the mine resistant
ambush protected vehicles that reduce
the strain on our servicemen and
women and protect them in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Today, we continue that commit-
ment by passing the Defense authoriza-
tion conference report, which includes
a much-needed 3.5 percent pay increase
for our troops, improves military
health care, and requires a report on
the current state of readiness for our
forces, which are stretched very thin.

Madam Speaker, this Congress has a
proud record this year of supporting
our troops and veterans. I hope all of
our colleagues will join in continuing
these efforts by supporting the Depart-
ment of Defense authorization con-
ference report.

On Veterans Day and Memorial Day,
we honor those who have served and
given their lives. This vote today hon-
ors those who serve us every day. I
urge the President to sign this legisla-
tion once it has passed the Congress.

———

AMERICAN FAMILIES NEED REAL
LEADERSHIP FROM CONGRESS,
NOT MORE POLITICS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. This week, the
Democratic leadership will unveil a
half-trillion-dollar spending bill be-
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cause they are unable to complete
their constitutional responsibility.
This half-trillion-dollar spending bill
follows a failed energy bill that did
nothing to increase our domestic sup-
ply of energy and failure to come up
with a new farm bill.

Families across America are paying
higher energy costs, they’re bearing
the burden of higher costs of living,
and they are paying more for their
health care. We in Congress have a re-
sponsibility to them. Furthermore, the
Treasury Department waits now to see
if Democrats will tax millions of Amer-
icans with the AMT, with their so-
called AMT fix.

The American people want results,
not politics. Let’s finish the farm bill
to provide some stability to our food
producers and an energy bill to address
the uncertainty and fluctuating prices.

Finally, let’s be diligent with Ameri-
cans’ hard-earned money with respon-
sible spending. Let’s put politics aside,
let’s get our work done, and let’s give
American families the results which
they can be proud of.

———
U.S. MINT COMMEMORATIVE COINS

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Madam Speaker, proc-
lamations and commemorations are a
wonderful part of the job that we are
honored to have. Elevation of certain
historic events so that they are re-
membered and respected, particularly
by our young people, is so important.

No one in Arkansas is unaware of the
significance of the desegregation of
Little Rock Central High School in
1957. No one in America should be un-
aware of the courage of the Little Rock
Nine. That courage is celebrated in one
of the two commemorative coins that
are part of the U.S. Mint collection
this year.

Now, I come here this morning to let
you know if you don’t have your order
in by December 14, which is the end of
this week, you won’t be able to order
the coins from usmint.gov, or call 1-
800-USA MINT. For you folks on the
Hill, the Mint is having their annual
Holiday Hill coin sale in Rayburn 2220,
where you can buy this coin, and also
the wonderful coin sponsored by the
late Representative Jo Ann Davis hon-
oring the 400th anniversary of James-
town. Usmint.gov, and you, too, can
send these as great holiday gifts.

CONGRESS, LET’S GET TO WORK

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker,
growing up, my mother taught me that
two wrongs don’t make a right. For
months, Congress has failed to meet its
budget deadlines, and now House lead-
ership is trying to make up for the in-
efficiency with a massive pork-filled
spending bill to fund our Federal Gov-
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ernment. This is inside-the-beltway po-
litical gamesmanship.

Americans want change, and I came
to Washington to fight the status quo.
House leadership is essentially black-
mailing the American people by saying
it will only support our troops and vet-
erans if its budget-busting, deficit-
spending initiatives are funded. With
high gas prices, rising health care costs
and economic insecurity, the last thing
Michigan families need is more out-of-
control government spending. People
back home in Michigan know higher
spending equals higher taxes, which is
the last thing our hardworking fami-
lies need.

Let’s get to work, give our troops
fighting the war on terror the re-
sources they need, support our vet-
erans, and show true fiscal restraint
with taxpayer dollars by Kkeeping
spending in check.

——————

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND
SECURITY ACT

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, last
week, congressional Republicans re-
fused to join us in supporting energy
legislation that will provide real relief
to the American consumers. Instead,
Republicans once again showed that
they have no problems doing the bid-
ding of both Big 0Oil and the utility
companies.

For too long, Washington has
dragged its feet, denying that there
was actually an energy problem. This
new Democratic Congress is taking our
Nation in a new direction. Our energy
security plan is about producing more
clean and renewable sources of energy
right here in the United States. Over
the next 10 years, this bill will create
10 million new green jobs by investing
in renewable energy, with tax incen-
tives for solar, wind, biomass, and geo-
thermal technology. This investment
will not only be good for our economy,
but it will also help reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil and will allow us to
finally address global warming.

Madam Speaker, this House has
acted. Now it’s time for the Senate and
the White House to acknowledge our
energy problems and join us in sup-
porting this important legislation.

——

EARMARKS

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, at
some point this week, Congress is
going to consider a massive omnibus
spending bill that rolls the 11 remain-
ing appropriation bills into one enor-
mous bill.

I wish I could take the floor today
and talk about what’s in the floor bill,
but I can’t, because I have no idea. I'm
far from alone. Save for a few Members
of leadership, all of us are in the dark
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about what could be in this massive
bill that we’re going to be voting on in
just a matter of hours. With the likeli-
hood of thousands and thousands of
earmarks in the bill, our constituents
deserve a process that, at the very
least, Members have an opportunity to
read the bill before we vote on it.

Now, the majority argues that such
tactics are no more egregious than
those that Republicans employed dur-
ing our years in the majority. That
may be true, but I would remind my
colleagues that that’s one of the rea-
sons we find ourselves in the minority
today. This institution deserves far
better.

———

SUBPRIME MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE CRISIS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
express concern about the ongoing
subprime mortgage foreclosure crisis
and the administration’s ‘‘plan” to ad-
dress the crisis.

The administration proposed a 5-year
interest rate freeze, something that
should have angered the investor com-
munity. I should know; before I came
to Congress, I was an investment advi-
sor. But the investor community was
not upset. We ask, why? Well, the rea-
son why is that the voluntary rate
freeze will only apply to a small num-
ber of the subprime loans that are in
danger of default and foreclosure. The
Center for Responsible Lending esti-
mates that the administration’s plan
will affect 7 percent of subprime bor-
rowers.

This plan is based on the unrealistic
belief that the subprime market failure
will cure itself. Real leadership is need-
ed to help homeowners and the United
States economy. The President needs
to show support for the House-passed
legislation that provides additional op-
tions for borrowers in distress and
strengthens the regulation of the mort-
gage lending practices.

———————

MURDER IN THE NAME OF
RELIGION—CANADA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, freedom of
expression is under attack in our
neighbors to the north, Canada. Yester-
day, a 16-year-old girl was strangled to
death by her father in Toronto, Can-
ada. The reason for the homicide? The
girl refused to wear the traditional
Muslim head scarf, the hijab.

Her school friends said that she
wanted to be more ‘‘western,” but her
devout Muslim father wouldn’t have it.
But she would remove her scarf at
school and change into western
clothes. School officials said that she
was an energetic and popular student,
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but she lived in fear of her father. Her
father has been charged now with mur-
der, and her older brother has been
charged with accessory to the crime.
This is yet another example of reli-
gion gone wrong. In a society that val-
ues freedom and tolerance, this kind of
behavior in the name of religion is un-
acceptable. Her father needs to be pros-
ecuted and sent to prison. His actions
are not acceptable in our culture. No
one has the natural right to murder
their children in the name of religion.
And that’s just the way it is.

———

NATURALIZATION APPLICATION
BACKLOG

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to discuss the naturalization appli-
cation backlog at the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services
Agency, known as USCIS.

In July 2007, the Bush administration
raised the naturalization fee applica-
tion by 66 percent, from $400 to $675.
The fee increase was meant to improve
the process of these applications. Yet,
recent reports state that the USCIS is
months behind in scheduling, so they
aren’t even beginning to process these
applications.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity estimates it will take 16 to 18
months to process these applications
that have been filed by June 1, 2007.
These delays are going to hinder hun-
dreds of thousands of people from exer-
cising their vote to be a part of his-
tory, the Presidential elections that
are coming up in November. How abys-
mal this is for us to give that informa-
tion to so many people who are playing
by the rules, who are waiting in line to
become U.S. citizens. These are people
from across the world waiting in line.
We have to do something. I urge my
colleagues to step up to the plate.

————

ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX IS A
LUMP OF COAL

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker,
’tis the season to be jolly for Ameri-
cans, unless, of course, you happen to
be a tax planner or a taxpayer won-
dering if your finances are going to
throw you into a sea of confusion when
you file your tax return in April of
2008. Under the current tax filing mess,
because the majority has failed to re-
peal the alternative minimum tax, the
average tax increase for tens of mil-
lions of Americans will increase by
over $2,000.

Children hope for candy or presents
in their stocking and not a lump of
coal. But since 1969, the alternative
minimum tax has represented a lump
of coal for millions of Americans. We
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should do right by the American peo-
ple, Madam Speaker, and put an end to
the alternative minimum tax once and
for all. That’s a Christmas present
every American can use.

——

LET’S DO GOD’S WORK ON EARTH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, last
night I voted with a great majority in
this House and every one but one Re-
publican on a resolution to recognize
the benefits and honor of Christmas
and the Christian religion. I read that
resolution and agree that Christianity
is a great religion, a lot to be learned
from it, and the teachings of Jesus are
wonderful.

I would ask my colleagues on the Re-
publican side who voted for this, the
Members of the Senate, and the Presi-
dent to remember those teachings and
do God’s work here on Earth: ‘““There
but for the grace of God go I,”” and ‘‘Do
unto others as you would have them do
unto you.”

The President is supposed to be
vetoing the CHIP bill today which
would give health care to children.
That’s not in the spirit of St. Nick or,
I believe, in the tradition of the Chris-
tian religion or the Judeo-Christian re-
ligions. Nor is it in that same spirit
that we would take away from people
that need help with college education,
with health care, and with research for
diseases, and for responsible fiscal poli-
cies and for taking care of God’s Earth.

I would ask that we not just pass res-
olutions in name, but in spirit, and we
honor the great religions and do God’s
work on Earth.

———

MILITARY FAMILIES ARE TURN-
ING AGAINST THE PRESIDENT’S
WAR—IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, over the last 6 years, more than 1.6
million American troops have been de-
ployed to either Iraq or Afghanistan to
implement the Bush administration’s
military strategy. These troops and
their families have really sacrificed,
and now the majority of these families
believe that the war in Iraq was not
worth fighting.

The President won’t listen to the
generals. Perhaps he will listen to the
military families. According to a new
poll from the LA Times, nearly six out
of 10 military families disapprove of
the way the President is running the
war in Iraq; 58 percent of military fam-
ilies, in general, think we should with-
draw within a year, and 69 percent of
those who have been in Iraq, their fam-
ilies would like to begin withdrawal
within the year.

These findings come just days after
the Pentagon announced a temporary
tour of duty extension for all active
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