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about what could be in this massive
bill that we’re going to be voting on in
just a matter of hours. With the likeli-
hood of thousands and thousands of
earmarks in the bill, our constituents
deserve a process that, at the very
least, Members have an opportunity to
read the bill before we vote on it.

Now, the majority argues that such
tactics are no more egregious than
those that Republicans employed dur-
ing our years in the majority. That
may be true, but I would remind my
colleagues that that’s one of the rea-
sons we find ourselves in the minority
today. This institution deserves far
better.

———

SUBPRIME MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE CRISIS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
express concern about the ongoing
subprime mortgage foreclosure crisis
and the administration’s ‘‘plan” to ad-
dress the crisis.

The administration proposed a 5-year
interest rate freeze, something that
should have angered the investor com-
munity. I should know; before I came
to Congress, I was an investment advi-
sor. But the investor community was
not upset. We ask, why? Well, the rea-
son why is that the voluntary rate
freeze will only apply to a small num-
ber of the subprime loans that are in
danger of default and foreclosure. The
Center for Responsible Lending esti-
mates that the administration’s plan
will affect 7 percent of subprime bor-
rowers.

This plan is based on the unrealistic
belief that the subprime market failure
will cure itself. Real leadership is need-
ed to help homeowners and the United
States economy. The President needs
to show support for the House-passed
legislation that provides additional op-
tions for borrowers in distress and
strengthens the regulation of the mort-
gage lending practices.

———————

MURDER IN THE NAME OF
RELIGION—CANADA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, freedom of
expression is under attack in our
neighbors to the north, Canada. Yester-
day, a 16-year-old girl was strangled to
death by her father in Toronto, Can-
ada. The reason for the homicide? The
girl refused to wear the traditional
Muslim head scarf, the hijab.

Her school friends said that she
wanted to be more ‘‘western,” but her
devout Muslim father wouldn’t have it.
But she would remove her scarf at
school and change into western
clothes. School officials said that she
was an energetic and popular student,
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but she lived in fear of her father. Her
father has been charged now with mur-
der, and her older brother has been
charged with accessory to the crime.
This is yet another example of reli-
gion gone wrong. In a society that val-
ues freedom and tolerance, this kind of
behavior in the name of religion is un-
acceptable. Her father needs to be pros-
ecuted and sent to prison. His actions
are not acceptable in our culture. No
one has the natural right to murder
their children in the name of religion.
And that’s just the way it is.

———

NATURALIZATION APPLICATION
BACKLOG

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to discuss the naturalization appli-
cation backlog at the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services
Agency, known as USCIS.

In July 2007, the Bush administration
raised the naturalization fee applica-
tion by 66 percent, from $400 to $675.
The fee increase was meant to improve
the process of these applications. Yet,
recent reports state that the USCIS is
months behind in scheduling, so they
aren’t even beginning to process these
applications.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity estimates it will take 16 to 18
months to process these applications
that have been filed by June 1, 2007.
These delays are going to hinder hun-
dreds of thousands of people from exer-
cising their vote to be a part of his-
tory, the Presidential elections that
are coming up in November. How abys-
mal this is for us to give that informa-
tion to so many people who are playing
by the rules, who are waiting in line to
become U.S. citizens. These are people
from across the world waiting in line.
We have to do something. I urge my
colleagues to step up to the plate.

————

ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX IS A
LUMP OF COAL

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker,
’tis the season to be jolly for Ameri-
cans, unless, of course, you happen to
be a tax planner or a taxpayer won-
dering if your finances are going to
throw you into a sea of confusion when
you file your tax return in April of
2008. Under the current tax filing mess,
because the majority has failed to re-
peal the alternative minimum tax, the
average tax increase for tens of mil-
lions of Americans will increase by
over $2,000.

Children hope for candy or presents
in their stocking and not a lump of
coal. But since 1969, the alternative
minimum tax has represented a lump
of coal for millions of Americans. We
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should do right by the American peo-
ple, Madam Speaker, and put an end to
the alternative minimum tax once and
for all. That’s a Christmas present
every American can use.

——

LET’S DO GOD’S WORK ON EARTH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, last
night I voted with a great majority in
this House and every one but one Re-
publican on a resolution to recognize
the benefits and honor of Christmas
and the Christian religion. I read that
resolution and agree that Christianity
is a great religion, a lot to be learned
from it, and the teachings of Jesus are
wonderful.

I would ask my colleagues on the Re-
publican side who voted for this, the
Members of the Senate, and the Presi-
dent to remember those teachings and
do God’s work here on Earth: ‘““There
but for the grace of God go I,”” and ‘‘Do
unto others as you would have them do
unto you.”

The President is supposed to be
vetoing the CHIP bill today which
would give health care to children.
That’s not in the spirit of St. Nick or,
I believe, in the tradition of the Chris-
tian religion or the Judeo-Christian re-
ligions. Nor is it in that same spirit
that we would take away from people
that need help with college education,
with health care, and with research for
diseases, and for responsible fiscal poli-
cies and for taking care of God’s Earth.

I would ask that we not just pass res-
olutions in name, but in spirit, and we
honor the great religions and do God’s
work on Earth.

———

MILITARY FAMILIES ARE TURN-
ING AGAINST THE PRESIDENT’S
WAR—IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, over the last 6 years, more than 1.6
million American troops have been de-
ployed to either Iraq or Afghanistan to
implement the Bush administration’s
military strategy. These troops and
their families have really sacrificed,
and now the majority of these families
believe that the war in Iraq was not
worth fighting.

The President won’t listen to the
generals. Perhaps he will listen to the
military families. According to a new
poll from the LA Times, nearly six out
of 10 military families disapprove of
the way the President is running the
war in Iraq; 58 percent of military fam-
ilies, in general, think we should with-
draw within a year, and 69 percent of
those who have been in Iraq, their fam-
ilies would like to begin withdrawal
within the year.

These findings come just days after
the Pentagon announced a temporary
tour of duty extension for all active
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duty soldiers that will keep them de-
ployed for 15 months rather than 12.

Madam Speaker, our troops and their
families deserve much better than this.
Let’s ask the President to listen to the
generals and listen to the military
families.

———
0 1030

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON
H.R. 1585, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2008

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 860 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 860

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 1585) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived.

SEC. 2. The House being in possession of
the official papers, the managers on the part
of the House at the conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on H.R. 3093
shall be, and they are hereby, discharged to
the end that H.R. 3093 and its accompanying
papers, be, and they are hereby, laid on the
table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE). The gentlewoman from
Florida is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to my friend and
colleague from Washington on the
Rules Committee, Mr. HASTINGS. All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CASTOR. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, House Resolution
860 provides for consideration of the
conference report to accompany H.R.
1585, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2008, under the
standard conference report rule.

Madam Speaker, today the Congress
will promote a stronger and safer
America by approving the National De-
fense Authorization conference report
and this rule. As a member of the
House Armed Services Committee,
which is chaired by the distinguished
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON), I am pleased to report that the
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committee has worked in a bipartisan
manner to ensure that our brave men
and women in uniform have the tools
they need to keep America safe and
strong.

Our military personnel and their
families have sacrificed so much in
past years and continue to do so. In
recognition of their service, this Con-
gress is proud to make important im-
provements in military pay and bene-
fits. We have raised the pay of our
brave men and women in uniform be-
yond the levels set originally by the
President. And when our brave men
and women in combat are injured in
the line of duty, they deserve top qual-
ity medical care. The Walter Reed
scandal drew back the curtain on some
of the challenges that the military
community faces when it comes to
serving our brave men and women
when they return from the battlefield.
Unfortunately, the military health
care system was not providing con-
sistent, excellent care for our wounded
soldiers. So, Madam Speaker, one of
the highlights of this bill are our ef-
forts to improve assistance to wounded
warriors. These provisions have been
worked on throughout the year in a bi-
partisan way to improve the health
care for our wounded servicemembers
because they deserve nothing but the
best.

We move beyond the ‘‘support our
troops” rhetoric and enact substantive
improvements that will restore con-
fidence in the quality of care that our
brave men and women in uniform de-
serve when they return from the bat-
tlefield. This includes assistance to
their very supportive families, because
supporting our troops does not simply
mean that you salute and send them
off to war and then ask them to serve
and sacrifice for our great country, but
supporting our troops means that we
continue to support them when they
return home.

This bill improves the screening for
traumatic brain injury and post-trau-
matic stress disorder. I am very proud
to recognize the efforts of my home-
town VA Medical Center, the James A.
Haley Medical Center, which is home
to one of the four polytrauma centers
in the country where we have so many
dedicated doctors, nurses and psycholo-
gists and folks in physical therapy.
They are so dedicated to these brave
men and women that come home with
the worst injuries. But we have got to
do more. And that is contained in this
bill.

This bill also mandates that the Sec-
retaries of Defense and Veterans Af-
fairs establish a standard for rating
servicemembers’ disabilities that takes
into consideration all of their medical
conditions.

An important part of improving the
health care and mental health care for
our wounded warriors is tackling the
bureaucracy that has blocked their ac-
cess to health care. So we require expe-
dited action, provide medical advo-
cates, improve support services for
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families, elevate the care for traumatic
brain injuries and aid the polytrauma
centers in VA hospitals across the
country that are serving the most
critically wounded troops.

This bill also blocks an increase that
was proposed by the White House to
health insurance premiums for mili-
tary families and troops under the
TRICARE system. It is inexplicable
how the White House could propose
health insurance premium increases at
a time when we are asking so much of
our brave American men and women in
uniform. So, proudly, the Congress, in
a bipartisan way, blocks these health
insurance premium increases.

Madam Speaker, we know that be-
cause of the multiyear, sometimes
seemingly unending war in Iraq, that
the readiness, the military readiness of
our country has suffered over the
years. Well, this bill restores the readi-
ness of our Armed Forces, including
equipment repair, so that our soldiers
g0 to battle with the most up-to-date
equipment available. In terms of readi-
ness, we have authorized moneys for a
new Strategic Readiness Fund and to
address equipment deficiencies. We
have all heard stories of soldiers, espe-
cially the folks in our National Guard
and Reserves, who are having problems
with equipment shortages and even re-
ceiving the mnecessary training that
they need before heading off to war. In
some cases, the National Guard has
been unable to help in the traditional
disaster response roles in their local
communities due to this problem. Well,
this bill tackles that so we can improve
the readiness of the National Guard
and Reserves so they can do their jobs
safely, efficiently and effectively.

Madam Speaker, this bill also calls
for greater accountability over the
waste and fraud in Iraq that has been
all too prevalent under this adminis-
tration. This includes the troubles we
have had with various contractors. As
we see from the fallout of the
Blackwater contracting debacles, there
has been so much waste and fraud in
contracting in Iraq and under this
White House that we are not going to
put up with it any longer. This bill sub-
stantially improves oversight of the
multibillion-dollar and sometimes sole-
source contracts that have been ap-
proved during this war in Iraq.

The Armed Services Committee,
under Chairman SKELTON’s leadership,
also requires additional accountability
measures for Afghanistan, including a
new Inspector General for Afghanistan
reconstruction, as we cannot sanction
the waste and fraud that has accom-
panied the administration’s Iraq recon-
struction.

Madam Speaker, many believe that
because of the White House’s pre-
occupation in Iraq that that preoccupa-
tion has shortchanged the focus in Af-
ghanistan where the Taliban allowed al
Qaeda to flourish some years ago. And,
after all, the ungoverned and dan-
gerous tribal areas of Pakistan are just
south of the Afghan border. Indeed,
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