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to the intrinsic nature of corn farming, any in-
crease will heavily impact the health of the 
watershed and could undo many of the great 
achievements we have made in the past few 
years. 

Fifty years from now our energy makeup 
should be fundamentally different. At that point 
we should no longer be relying on fossil fuels 
to drive our economy. Yet, the fact remains 
we must rely on them today. Neither the tech-
nology nor the infrastructure exists to do oth-
erwise. In the intervening years we must not 
only develop a green energy sector, but we 
must also shift from foreign sources of energy 
to domestic ones. Therefore, we must not 
hinder the development of our oil and natural 
gas fields. I am pleased this bill discarded the 
troublesome tax package that would have 
been a disincentive on domestic production. 

Madam Speaker, contrary to what its cham-
pions claim, this bill does not fundamentally 
change our Nation’s energy policy. While I will 
vote for this bill, I look forward to working with 
my colleagues to finish the job that has been 
left undone. 
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Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a remarkable teacher from 
Ohio’s Fourth Congressional District. 

Her name is Deborah Wickerham. A teacher 
for 32 years, Ms. Wickerham has taught at 
Chamberlin Hill Intermediate School in the 
Findlay City School system since 1992, cur-
rently teaching both deaf and hearing fifth 
graders in her inclusion classroom. 

In 2001, Ms. Wickerham achieved National 
Board Certification, and currently works as a 
facilitator and mentor to help other teachers 
achieve certification. In addition to this and to 
her regular duties at Chamberlin Hill, she 
spends many after-school hours tutoring stu-
dents who struggle with homework, organiza-
tional skills, and test preparation. 

She has received numerous awards and 
recognition throughout her teaching career, in-
cluding the Presidential Award for Elementary 
Science Excellence, the Vernier National 
Science Teacher of the Year Award, the Ro-
tary Golden Apple Award, Jaycees Teacher of 
the Year honors, and the 2007 VFW Regional 
Teacher of the Year title. 

Today, I am proud to announce to the 
House that Deborah Wickerham has been 
named the 2008 Ohio Teacher of the Year by 
the Ohio Department of Education. 

According to her colleagues, Ms. 
Wickerham’s secret to success is her ability to 
demonstrate, through her dedicated work in 
the classroom, the most important mission of 
teachers: to help even child succeed. 

We all recognize the increasing challenges 
facing today’s students. Now more than ever, 
they need the benefit of dedicated teachers 
like Ms. Wickerham. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Deborah Wickerham in 
earning this distinction, through which she will 
serve as a spokesperson for Ohio teachers, 
make public appearances and speeches 

across the state, and continue her outstanding 
work in the classroom. 
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today 
the House of Representatives is considering 
an important piece of legislation. H.R. 4220, 
the Federal Food Donation Act of 2007 is a 
step in the right direction towards feeding the 
hungry in our nation. It is unacceptable that 
here in the richest nation in the world Amer-
ican children go to bed hungry while perfectly 
good food goes to waste. I am proud to be a 
sponsor of this bill—a bill that will not solve all 
hunger, but will solve some people’s hunger. 

I want to thank Mrs. EMERSON for intro-
ducing the Federal Food Donation Act. The bill 
will help the efforts of nonprofit organizations 
serving the hungry. Agencies and contractors 
are encouraged to donate safe and whole-
some food to nonprofit organizations that pro-
vide assistance to food-insecure people, while 
avoiding another mandate or further layer of 
bureaucracy. In order to help protect donors, 
the bill provides that executive agencies and 
contractors making donations are protected 
from civil or criminal liability 

While donating unused food is a good step 
in combating hunger in America, the fight is 
not over. 
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Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to congratulate and pay trib-
ute to Nouvel Catholic Central High School for 
winning the Michigan High School Athletic As-
sociation 2007 Division Six Football State 
Championship. It is the team’s second con-
secutive state title. 

The Nouvel Panthers Defeated Blissfield 
12–7 in the state final game on November 23. 
The win was a fitting cap to a successful sea-
son. The Panthers finished with an impressive 
10–3 record. The ability of the Panther players 
to regroup after these losses and ability to win 
the close games down the stretch is a clear 
indication of the dedication these young men 
have for their sport. 

This tremendous group of student athletes 
has proudly carried on their school’s tradition 
of excellence. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Michigan, I congratulate the Nouvel Catholic 
Central football team on this milestone 
achievement and wish them the best of luck in 
their future endeavors. 
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OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Carolyn Kingland-Hanson as the 
recipient of the Golden Apple Award for her 
commitment and enthusiasm as a teacher in 
the Hampton-Dumont School District in Iowa. 

Carolyn says she is humbled by the honor 
and believes all her fellow teachers at Hamp-
ton-Dumont are equally deserving of the 
award. 

Carolyn has taught high school English and 
literature for 22 years and has a gift in working 
with teens. She is able to transform difficult lit-
erature into exciting and easy to learn lessons. 
Carolyn turns her classroom into a stage as 
students have the opportunity to act out 
scenes and dances that are in the books they 
are studying. Her recipe for success is her 
love of, and commitment to, her students. Her 
passion for literature and the teaching profes-
sion will continue to have a significant impact 
on her students for years to come. 

I congratulate Carolyn Kingland-Hanson on 
her well-deserved award, and I’m certain that 
she will continue to touch the lives of many 
students in her community. It is a great honor 
to represent Carolyn in Congress, and I wish 
her continued success. 
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OF ILLINOIS 
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Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Detective Luis Rivera of the North Chicago 
Police Department Tactical Narcotics Team. 
Besides fulfilling his duties as a narcotics and 
gang investigator since May 2005, Detective 
Rivera also serves on the North Chicago Po-
lice Department Major Crime Evidence Team, 
as a firearms instructor, tech officer, bike pa-
trolman and former SWAT officer. Beyond his 
tireless dedication to the department, Detec-
tive Rivera has consistently displayed an ex-
traordinary commitment to his community. 

In January of this year while working under-
cover, Detective Rivera purchased 4 ounces 
of cocaine from a criminal resulting in four ar-
rests and the seizure of 116.6 grams cocaine, 
one Chevy Blazer and $4,977. Detective Ri-
vera also developed a narcotics gang con-
spiracy case on members of the Four Corner 
Hustler street gang operating in North Chicago 
that came to a conclusion on February 28, 
2007. Through the use of confidential inform-
ants and undercover officers, 39 indictments 
were issued on 12 of the Four Corner Hustler 
street gang members by the Lake County 
States Attorney office. This investigation halt-
ed violence in the area. 

In June he developed an informant that infil-
trated a crew that was robbing local drug deal-
ers. While gathering information to make a 
case, the leader of the group and member of 
the Gangster Disciples street gang committed 
a home invasion, resulting in the violent death 
of a young female along with 2 males who 
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