H16914

For all of these days, our veterans
have done without these additional re-
sources.

So why the delay? Why were our vet-
erans made to wait when a nearly iden-
tical bill could have been passed and
signed by the President prior to Octo-
ber 1?

I believe our veterans deserve an ex-
planation and an apology. Playing po-
litical games with veterans funding not
only hurts our veterans but the credi-
bility of this Congress and the Amer-
ican people. Our Nation and its heroes
deserve better.

————
EXPLOITS OF MIKE FLYNT

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, last
August a man named Mike Flynt at-
tempted to use his final year of college
eligibility by walking on at Sul Ross
State University in Alpine, Texas. He
endured the rigors of two-a-days and
made the team. Although a nagging
groin injury prevented him from par-
ticipating in games through the first
half of the season, his leg healed to the
point that he could participate in sev-
eral games on special teams and, in the
final game of the season, played at
linebacker for the final defensive se-
ries.

Mr. Speaker, so far, this story is not
unusual. However, Mike Flynt’s story
is unique in that he will turn 60 years
of age next year. Mike and I graduated
from high school together and played
on the first State championship team
at Odessa Permian.

Mike fulfilled a 30-year desire to
compete one more time in a game he
loves. His efforts and accomplishments
amaze us all. He was an inspiration to
his teammates, coaches and fellow Sul
Ross students. His efforts brought posi-
tive publicity to a small university in
far west Texas.

Mr. Speaker, in a world where ath-
letes often seem to let us down, it’s re-
freshing to see the example of hard
work, dedication and perseverance that
is Mike Flynt.

————

THE GRINCH WHO STOLE
CHRISTMAS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Christmas
will be here in less than 1 week. Most
of us will be with people that are very
important to us.

But not so for Border Agents Ramos
and Compean who are locked up to-
night for protecting the Texas-Mexico
border from smugglers, especially an
admitted drug smuggler. These agents
are in prison for their failure to fill out
proper paperwork after shooting this
drug smuggler bringing in $1 million
worth of dope to the United States.

The U.S. Attorneys Office made a
backroom deal with the drug smuggler
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for his testimony, and even the U.S.
Attorneys Office admits that he told
some lies. Be that as it may, our gov-
ernment was on the wrong side of the
border war in this case.

The border agents should be freed by
Christmas and put the drug dealer in
jail. So there will not be justice this
Christmas for our border agents be-
cause the U.S. Attorneys Office is obvi-
ously the grinch who stole Christmas
from our border agents.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

IN MEMORY OF SPECIALIST MAT-
THEW KYLE REECE, U.S. ARMY

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
solemnly this afternoon to memori-
alize one of my constituents who’s been
described as one who makes this coun-
try great. I rise to remember Army
Specialist Matthew Kyle Reece of Jas-
per, who passed away in Iraq in Decem-
ber of 2007.

Kyle Reece was born in Harrison and
went to school in Jasper and Alpena.
He fished, played ball and prayed while
growing up in Newton County. His
name can be seen in the Alpena gym,
marking two championship teams, and
his name will long be remembered for
the duty he performed on behalf of his
country, his friends and his family.

Kyle was a grenadier in the 82nd Air-
borne who deeply cared for the men in
his charge. He accepted his duty proud-
ly, telling his 3-year-old daughter be-
fore he left that he had to go to Iraq so
she and everyone else in the U.S. could
remain free.

There’s no way we can adequately
thank Kyle, or his family, for his serv-
ice. However, I will take to heart the
words of his wife, Chauntelle, who
urges that we not wait until a soldier
dies before we honor him. Rather, we
should shake their hands and thank
them for all that they do for America.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE HAMLETT: A
WOMAN CONTINUING TO BLAZE
NEW TRAILS AS KEEPER OF THE
MACE

(Mr. MEEK of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to give honor to one of our
great House employees here that works
in this Chamber every day, and that’s
Joyce Hamlett.

Joyce has had the opportunity to be
appointed as Assistant Sergeant at
Arms in charge of the mace of the
House of Representatives. I think this
is a very high accomplishment for
someone like Ms. Hamlett who has a
meek-like spirit and very nice lady,
and I've been working with her, and
she’s been working not only with me
but my mother and other Members
that have served here in the House.

She’s the first African American
woman to serve as keeper of the mace.
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Her high moral upbringing prepares her
for this honorable position.

Mr. Speaker, I can go further, and I
do as it relates to my CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD statement, but we honor not
only her presence here, but we honor
the fact that she gives God all of the
grace and the glory for her accomplish-
ments here in the House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. Speaker and Members of Congress, as
a Member of Congress, | am moved by Ms.
Joyce Hamlett’s trust in patience, trust in truth
and trust that God has planned a great path
for her life.

| rise to ask you to join me in recognizing
the excellent service and continued profes-
sional success of Ms. Joyce Hamlett, newly
appointed Assistant Sergeant of Arms for the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Congressional business begins when the
Mace is set, and ends when it is lifted.

There is one woman with the great respon-
sibility to ensure that the Mace is available for
this historical purpose.

And, in times of emergency, one woman
guards the Mace and preserves its protection.

Ms. Joyce Hamlett is the first African Amer-
ican woman to serve as the Keeper of the
Mace. Her moral upbringing prepared her for
this honorable position.

Ms. Hamlett was raised by her grandfather
in a church community that fostered the impor-
tance of honesty and faith.

Indeed, Ms. Hamlett's strong heritage has
served as the guiding force throughout her ca-
reer on Capitol Hill.

In the early 1980s, Ms. Hamlett departed
Broadway, North Carolina and began her suc-
cessful professional journey alongside her
mother, Betty Pearson, at the Capitol Café.

Within five years, Ms. Hamlett rose to cook
for lawmakers upstairs in the Capitol Hill res-
taurant.

Her respectable interaction with lawmakers
continued when she went on to serve as ele-
vator operator under the Architect of the Cap-
itol. During that time, she formed long-lasting
friendships with many Members of Congress.

In the early 1990s, Ms. Hamlett interviewed
for the position of chamber security, and soon
after began to firmly enforce House rules on
the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

As chamber security, she was well-known
as one who worked hard to safeguard the
principles and rich tradition of the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Because of her excellent service, Ms.
Hamlett was promoted to her current position
as Keeper of the Mace.

Ms. Hamlett is not only Keeper of the Mace,
but she is also keeper of a strong moral foun-
dation and keeper of the wisdom and principle
represented by the Mace’s solid-silver eagle.

Mr. Speaker and Members of Congress, |
congratulate Ms. Joyce Hamlett, a woman that
continues to blaze new trails with distinction
as Assistant Sergeant of Arms for the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Thank you Mr. Speaker and Members of
Congress.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLSWORTH). The Chair will recognize
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