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any of the aforementioned achieve-
ments and many others without his in-
nate ability to lead. Leadership is not
easy. The weight of good leadership is
often a difficult load to bear, but
TRENT LOTT upheld his roles as sen-
ator, majority leader and whip with an
admirable level of dignity and integ-
rity throughout his tenure.

As a new Senator, I have been

touched by TRENT’s candor, patience,
unique charm, and by observing the
tremendous relationship he has with
his wife Tricia. Professionally, I have
benefited greatly from his knowledge
and experience about how to effec-
tively make a difference in the U.S.
Senate. He is a gifted negotiator, and
his strong leadership will be greatly
missed. For more than three decades,
Senator LOTT has been a great public
servant to the people of Mississippi in
Congress. I extend my best wishes to
TRENT and Tricia as they begin the
next phase of their lives together.
e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to
wish farewell to an honored colleague
and a good friend: Senator TRENT LOTT.
TRENT served in Congress for 34 years,
and has represented the State of Mis-
sissippi in the Senate for 18; during
that time, he distinguished himself as
both a dedicated and effective party
leader, and a symbol of bipartisan com-
promise. Few Senators play both roles
so well.

Those who know TRENT often de-
scribe his personal charisma and his
natural Ileadership abilities. Those
abilities have been on display for dec-
ades, manifesting themselves as early
as his college days at Ole Miss, where
TRENT was a fraternity president, a
cheerleader, and a well-known presence
on campus. TRENT brought his budding
political skills to Washington, where
he served as a staffer on Capitol Hill
before he was elected to Congress him-
self, in the first of a long series of wide-
margin victories.

From 1973 to 1988, TRENT represented
Mississippi’s conservative 5th District,
serving on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee during the Watergate scandal,
as well as in the Republican leadership.
As Republican whip, he helped build
broad coalitions to pass important do-
mestic and national security legisla-
tion.

In 1988, TRENT was elected to the
Senate by eight percentage points over
his opponent and never again faced a
close race, winning reelection over-
whelmingly in 1994, 2000, and 2006. His
skill at negotiation made him a Senate
natural, and his party entrusted him
with its highest leadership responsibil-
ities: majority whip in 1995; majority
leader in 1996; and, in a widely re-
marked-upon comeback, whip again
just last year.

Newt Gingrich called TRENT ‘‘the
smartest legislative politician I've ever
met.” And though I often disagreed on
the issues with TRENT, not to mention
Newt, I just as often admired his acu-
men. I couldn’t begin to list the impor-
tant legislation shepherded through

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

this body by the Senator from Mis-
sissippi: education reform, defense
spending, trade legislation, the ratifi-
cation of NATO expansion, the creation
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and much more. But even as he
worked on matters of national and
international import, he always had
time for the people of Mississippi: he
helped expand his state’s highway sys-
tem, brought research funding to its
universities, and dedicated himself to
Mississippi’s economic recovery in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina. Indeed, the
challenged posed by that destructive
storm convinced TRENT to put off re-
tirement until this year; and I am sure
that the people of his state are grateful
for the time he could lend to their re-
covery efforts.

In his memoirs, TRENT compared
leading the Senate to ‘‘herding cats.”
But today, at least, the members of
this most difficult body have found
some unanimity: We are united in our
affection for TRENT LOTT and in our
sadness at his departure. We will miss
his legislative talent, his rich baritone,
his taste in seersucker suits, and his
fine head of hair. But we trust that he
and his dear wife Tricia have many
happy years ahead, and we wish them
all the best.®

———

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT TO
ACCOMPANY H.R. 2664

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, the
explanatory statement to accompany
H.R. 2764, which includes the Omnibus
Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2008,
inadvertently omitted the following
items for which I had made a request
to the Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration and Re-
lated Agencies Subcommittee and for
which I had submitted the appropriate
letter of pecuniary interest. Those
items are: under the Cooperative State
Research, Education, and Extension
Service Special Research Grants ac-
count, the Pacific Northwest Small
Fruit Research Center for Idaho, Or-
egon and Washington, operated in co-
operation with Washington State Uni-
versity, which was awarded $329,000;
under the Agriculture Research Service
Salaries & Expenses account, the Po-
tato Research Enhancement Project in
Prosser, WA, co-located with the Irri-
gated Agriculture Research and Exten-
sion Center of Washington State Uni-
versity, which was awarded $288,000 and
under the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service account, the Wash-
ington Clean Plant Network which was
awarded $225,000. All three of these
projects are essential to the ongoing
development of my home state’s vital
agriculture industry. I thank Chairman
KOHL and Ranking Member BENNETT
for their work to correct the record
with respect to these three projects.

Mr. KOHL. I thank the Senator from
Washington. I have reviewed her re-
quests to our subcommittee and she is
correct. The record should reflect her
requests.

S15989

Mr. BENNETT. I concur with Senator
KOHL, the subcommittee chairman, in
this action.

———
TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today,
we face a major setback to the effort to
advance American exports and freer
international trade. Some on the other
side of the aisle are threatening to kill
trade adjustment assistance, or TAA.

Trade adjustment assistance provides
training, health, and income benefits
to trade-displaced workers. It has been
integral to America’s trade policy
since 1962. That is when President Ken-
nedy first created the program.

TAA has helped America’s workers to
improve their competitiveness. It has
helped workers to retrain and retool.
And it has provided Americans the se-
curity of knowing that the government
will help them if trade causes a dis-
placement.

Trade adjustment assistance has
been vital to my home State of Mon-
tana. Since the last TAA reauthoriza-
tion in 2002, more than 1,500 Montanans
have participated in the TAA program.
It has helped workers especially in the
lumber industry to retrain and re-enter
the workforce.

In May, one particular Montanan,
Jerry Ann Ross of Eureka, testified
about trade adjustment assistance be-
fore the Senate Finance Committee.
Jerry’s story is like that of many Mon-
tanans who have been laid off from
American lumber mills.

Jerry worked at a lumber mill for 13
years. But then in 2005, she lost her job.
That is when she became eligible for
trade adjustment assistance. With
TAA’s help, Jerry entered a training
program at Flathead Valley Commu-
nity College. She expects to graduate
this month.

With TAA’s help, Jerry has updated
her skills. She has made herself more
competitive in the workforce as a con-
struction superintendent and an ac-
countant. Jerry’s is one of many TAA
success stories around the country.

At the Finance Committee hearing,
we also learned that the current trade
adjustment assistance is not perfect. It
needs to be updated. We need to im-
prove it to reflect today’s globalized
economy.

That is why in July, along with Sen-
ator OLYMPIA SNOWE, I introduced the
Trade and Globalization Adjustment
Assistance Act. Our bill would correct
the flaws of today’s program.

Our bill would extend TAA benefits
to service workers. Service workers ac-
count for four out of five jobs in our
economy. Our bill would extend TAA
benefits to workers whose companies
outsource to China, India, and other
countries with which America does not
have a free-trade agreement. Our bill
would increase training funds for
States. It would make sure that States
have enough money to retrain workers.
And our bill would increase the portion
of the health care tax credit that the
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