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The Clerk will notify the Senate of

the action of the House.
——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speaker, on
Wednesday, January 23, 2008, | was unable
to vote on rollcall 21 and 22 due to unavoid-
able circumstances. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” for both votes.

———

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H.
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
TO ACT AS SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
TO SIGN ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTIONS THROUGH FEBRUARY 6,
2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the
House the following communication from the
Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 23, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H.
HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through
February 6, 2008.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without

objection, the appointment is ap-
proved.
There was no objection.
———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my friend from Maryland, the majority
leader, for the purpose of inquiring
about next week’s schedule.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the distin-
guished Republican whip.

On Monday the House will meet at 2
p.m. for legislative business. Votes will
be postponed until 5 p.m., and that
evening we will receive the State of the
Union address from the President.

On Tuesday the House will meet at
10:30 a.m. for morning-hour debate and
12 noon for legislative business. We will
consider several bills under suspension
of the rules. A list of those bills will be
announced by the close of business this
week.

In addition, we will consider H.R.
1528, a bill to designate the New Eng-
land National Scenic Trail.

The House will not be in session for
the balance of the week in order to ac-
commodate the Democratic Caucus
Issues Conference.

I yield back.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that information. As he and I dis-
cussed last week, the FISA legislation
that passed with, obviously, a bipar-
tisan majority in early August expires
on February 1. I think the Senate in-
tends to bring that up on Thursday,
and Senator REID has suggested a com-
mitment from the Speaker to bring a
bill up next week. I wonder if we have
any information on that.

I yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I have not talked to Senator REID nor
the Speaker about any commitment
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about bringing that bill up on Thurs-
day. First of all, of course, next Thurs-
day we won’t be here, if they bring it
up Thursday.

Mr. BLUNT. I think he’s going to
bring it up this Thursday on the Senate
side is what I meant.

Mr. HOYER. Well, as you know, he
may do that. As you know, Leader
REID asked for unanimous consent yes-
terday for a 30-day extension of the
present act which expires on the 1st of
the month. Mr. MCCONNELL, the minor-
ity leader, objected to that extension.

Furthermore, obviously, the Senate
has not completed its work so that we
are unable to go to conference at this
point in time on the bill that we passed
now some months ago, or over a month
ago.

When the present Protect America
Act, which we passed in August, time
frame comes to an end the 1st of the
month, of course the intelligence com-
munity will not go dark. The author-
izations issued under the Protect
America Act are in effect for up to, as
you well know, a full year, so that
those matters that have been approved
for interception will not terminate.
Those authorizations do not terminate
on the 1st of February; so that hope-
fully the administration has requested
authorization for any and all targets
that it believes are important for us to
be intercepting at this point in time.
And certainly, if they know of any,
they ought to be requesting such au-
thorization in contemplation of the
possibility. If the Senate doesn’t act,
we won’t have a bill to pass.

I want to tell my friend that, accord-
ing to a New York Times story today,
Kenneth Wainstein, who’s the Assist-
ant Attorney General for National Se-
curity, he said that if PAA, the Protect
America Act, were allowed to expire,
intelligence officials would still be able
to continue intercepting, he said eaves-
dropping, on already approved targets
for another 12 months. That is what I
was asserting, and that’s the basis on
which I make that assertion.

The Protect America Act only re-
quires that the AG adopt guidelines for
surveillance, as you know, rather than
the individualized warrants to get 1-
year authorization. These authoriza-
tions do not require the NSA to specify
the name, number or location of the
people they want to listen to, so that
the situation we will find ourselves in,
should the Senate not act or be able to
act on Thursday either passing legisla-
tion or sending it to us, would be sim-
ply that the NSA and the administra-
tion would be relying on the authoriza-
tions they already have.

I would hope that if the Senate can-
not act and that we could not go to
conference, that we could agree on this
side to a 30-day extension and send
that over to the Senate. They failed to
do that on unanimous consent, so it
would give us time to go to conference,
because, as my friend knows, there is
obviously substantial controversy in
the other body with reference to how
the immunity issue is addressed. There
is substantial controversy in this
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House about how that question should
be addressed. And very frankly, I was
hopeful that the Senate would act long
before this, I know you’ve been in a
similar situation, and that we would be
in conference and try to resolve those
differences. We haven’t been able to do
that.

Under no circumstances do we think,
however, that the fact that February 1
comes and goes without the passing of
either an extension or new legislation
will undermine the ability of the NSA
and the administration to continue to
eavesdrop on those targets that it be-
lieves are important to focus on for the
protection of our people and our coun-
try.

O 1300

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for his views on that, and I would hope
that the Protect America Act is not al-
lowed to lapse. I'm not as comfortable
as the article that my good friend re-
ferred to or this article may have cre-
ated comfort for him and other infor-
mation, particularly about any new
targets that might fit some past defini-
tion that arose. We’ve debated this be-
fore; we will debate it again.

I would think that allowing this act
to expire on the basis that somehow we
have a 12-month window would not be
something that either I would be com-
fortable with or the intelligence com-
munity would be comfortable with.
And we would have another day to de-
bate that.

I do hope we continue to work both
to resolve this issue permanently. The
issue of immunity is an issue that’s
been out there long enough now that
we should be able to bring it to some
resolution, and I hope we can find a
way to do that; and I would hope we
could find a way to do that before Feb-
ruary 1, which would almost require
action next week. I understand that if
the Senate doesn’t bring their debate
that would be initiated this week to
some conclusion, it’s hard for us to get
that permanent solution at that time
frame.

But I do think a permanent solution
is important here, and I don’t have the
confidence that my good friend does
that we would have a lot of time be-
yond February 1 where there is no
harm by not having the ability to look
quickly in those areas involving for-
eign individuals in foreign countries
who come to our attention that are not
to our attention today, but I would
yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding. I understand his concern.

Obviously what concerns me is the
proposition, as the gentleman puts for-
ward, that we make sure we have the
authorization to intercept those com-
munications which may pose a danger

to the United States and to our people.

I would hope and urge this adminis-
tration if they know of any such tar-
gets, that they immediately request
authorization under that, and they
have another week essentially to do so.
We believe those could be approved
within, as some previous Justice De-
partment official said, hours of appli-
cation.
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