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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
SHERROD BROWN, a Senator from the
State of Ohio.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O Lord, as our lips are open in pray-
er, so may our hearts be open to re-
ceive Your holy spirit. Help us to bow
to Your will and live lives devoted to
Your providential leading.

Bless our Senators in their work. Let
faith, hope, and love abound in their
lives. Help them to seek to heal the
hurt in our world and to be forces for
harmony and goodness. Lord, remind
them that they will be judged by their
fruits and that You require them to be
faithful. May they seek to serve rather
than be served, following Your example
of humility and sacrifice. Open their
minds and give them a vision of the un-
limited possibilities available to those
who trust You as their guide.

We pray in the Name of Him who is
our refuge from life’s storms. Amen.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SHERROD BROWN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
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to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 31, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable SHERROD BROWN, a
Senator from the State of Ohio, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BROWN thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I note the
absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate go into
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each, and that morning
business is to occur following the
statements of the majority leader and
the Republican leader.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the edu-
cation of all Senators, we just com-
pleted a caucus, and the two issues be-
fore us are FISA, the Foreign Intel-
ligence Act, of course—and I am dis-
appointed that we don’t have some-
thing we can sign off on for that, but
we are very close. I have told the mi-
nority leader that for more than 24
hours, that we are very close, and I do
think we are. If things go as I think
they will—Senator BOND and Senator
ROCKEFELLER have worked very hard—
I think we can complete it in 1 day—a
long day, maybe a 10- or 12-hour day,
but I think we can do that.

Regarding the stimulus package, 1
have briefly explained to the Repub-
lican leader where I think we need to
g0. He needs to consult with his leader-
ship and staff to determine how we get
to where we both think this will wind
up, but that decision will be made fair-
1y quickly.

I do say that I think it is going to
take me—as my colleagues know, all
last year I had four Democratic Sen-
ators running for President. I wish
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