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Before making a decision to exempt a
project from NEPA review, the Forest Service
or Interior Department would have to consult
with relevant Federal and State agencies,
seek comments from the public, and follow ex-
isting procedures for such decisions.

———

HONORING THE COCKE COUNTY
NAVAL JUNIOR RESERVE OFFI-
CER TRAINING CORPS

HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the
Cocke County Naval Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps (NJROTC) program for their
achievements this past year. In 2007, the
Cocke County NJROTC program was ranked
number one in the State of Tennessee and
number six in the United States in competi-
tions including academics, athletics, and mili-
tary drill.

In addition to achieving such great acco-
lades in competitions, the Cocke County
NJROTC planned, coordinated, and completed
2,153 community service hours in the Cocke
County, Hamblen County and Knox County
areas during the 2006 to 2007 school year.

The Cocke County NJROTC is a citizen
leadership program designed to develop in-
formed and responsible young men and
women who embody honor, self-reliance, self-
discipline, and respect to authority in a demo-
cratic society.

This achievement is a true honor to all the
young men and women involved in the Cocke
County NJROTC program. The rankings, each
respectively, show the dedication and commit-
ment to service and our Nation.

It is exciting for me to see the young men
and women of Cocke County NJROTC estab-
lishing such high standards at a young age
and it bestows great promise for the State of
Tennessee and our Nation alike.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening honoring the Cocke County
NJROTC program for their commitment to ex-
cellence, dedication, and promise as future
leaders of America.

————

HONORING NANCY HILTON FOR

ENCOURAGING OUR NATION’S
MILITARY
HON. JEB HENSARLING
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize a talented and patriotic cit-
izen, Nancy Hilton, for her efforts to honor and
encourage our Nation’s military.

Overwhelmed with the sacrifices made by
our men and women in uniform. Ms. Hilton
sought a unique way in which she could per-
sonally honor the military. On a road trip to the
East Coast, Ms. Hilton decided to hand-stitch
an American flag and wasted no time in doing
so. On the road with no pattern, she pur-
chased a store-made American flag and cre-
ated a self-made pattern. Three years later,
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after investing 214.5 hours and over 20 miles
of yarn, Ms. Hilton proudly displays the 24-by-
13 foot, 43 pound flag at her home in Athens,
Texas.

In between stitching stripes, Ms. Hilton de-
veloped her crocheting ministry, The Love
Stitchers. The Love Stitchers dedicate their
time and efforts to making lap afghans for
people in nursing homes and hospice centers.
They also make special red, white, and blue
starred and striped blankets for veterans. With
100 members in three cities, The Love Stitch-
ers have made over 1,500 afghans.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, | am honored to recognize Ms.
Nancy Hilton not only for her talent, but for her
thoughtfulness and devotion in caring for our
military, veterans, and seniors.
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, in 1998, a
unique program was launched with the pur-
pose of creating awareness in corporate
America and its connection to the growing
world of professional Hispanic women.
LATINA Style Magazine serves as a reflection
of this increasing diversity. Because of the
magazine’s dedication to informing its readers
on career opportunities in corporate America,
it was the catalyst for creating a prestigious
analysis of Hispanic women’s presence there.
It serves to show the continued efforts for pro-
moting diversity and providing career advance-
ment for these Latina professionals.

Today we celebrate the LATINA Style 50
Awards, a program which highlights the 50
best companies for Latinas to work for in our
country. LATINA Style recruits up to 800 For-
tune 1000 companies to participate in a sur-
vey regarding their role in increasing the num-
ber of Latina professionals in America’s work-
place. The reports highlight each company’s
leadership programs, employee benefits and
Latina representation in senior positions. This
past August, the tenth publication of these
studies went to print. Today | stand here hon-
oring this 10th year anniversary of a highly no-
table and beneficial publication.

Because of the dream of its late founder,
Anna Maria Arias, the LATINA Style 50 pro-
vides today to Latina professionals a resource
when looking for information on mentoring pro-
grams, education opportunities, employee
benefits. women’s issues, and more in cor-
porate America. With these resources we can
continue to shed light and improve the status
of Hispanic professionals in America’s growing
corporate world. LATINA Style’s passion helps
more Hispanic women become aware of com-
panies that are providing nurturing environ-
ments, where they can continue to climb the
corporate ladder. | commend LATINA Style on
their commitment to open more doors to His-
panic women, and for their continued inspira-
tion to all Latinas and Latinos in the United
States who seek to serve the vital roles in
America’s social, political, and economic com-
munities.
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor
Baha&'i Community of San Jose’s 50th anniver-
sary. The Bah&'i Faith, in just 150 years, has
become an independent, second most wide-
spread world religion whose five million fol-
lowers are made up of more than 2,100 di-
verse ethnic, racial and tribal groups. The or-
ganization has more than 157,000 members in
the United States.

The Bahd’i Faith includes teachings that
promote the principle of equal rights for men
and women, advocate compulsory education,
abolish extremes of poverty and wealth, honor
work performed in the spirit of service to the
rank of worship, recommend the adoption of
an auxiliary international language, and pro-
vide the necessary agencies for the establish-
ment and safeguarding of a permanent and
universal peace. The Baha&i Communities of
San Jose and of the United States operate
more than one thousand grassroots social and
economic development projects throughout the
world.

This faith-based organization not only pro-
vides spiritual guidance for their members, but
they also provide charitable work to the com-
munity at large. Some of their local civic activi-
ties include the membership in the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Association, membership in the
Network for a Hate Free Community,
Juneteenth Festival, Second Harvest Food
Collections, highway cleanup, and 22 years
sponsorship of a service awards banquet rec-
ognizing notable individuals and organizations
for their community service based on Bah&'i
principles. Baha&'i Community of San Jose pro-
vides these valuable services at no cost to the
Bah&’i Communities of the South Bay and the
Santa Clara Valley Community at large.

In their 50 years of dedication and hard
work. Bah&'i Community of San Jose has as-
sisted thousands of people. Baha’i Community
of San Jose serves people of all beliefs, cul-
tures, ethnicities and ages and serves a di-
verse population from various ethnic back-
grounds.

It is indeed an honor and a privilege to have
a warm, welcoming, and nurturing organization
in my district that appreciates and honors the
diversity that makes America, and specifically
San Jose, California a most desirable place to
live, work and raise a family.

——

FREEDOM FOR JUAN PEDROSO
ESQUIVEL
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise to bring to the attention
of our colleagues the unjustified arrest of yet
another dissident, Juan Pedroso Esquivel, by
the totalitarian dictatorship in Cuba.

Recently dictatorship thugs working to stifle
free speech raided Mr. Pedroso’s home after
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