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our economy, and will provide real as-
sistance to lower and middle-income 
families. I hope our friends in the Sen-
ate will act on this legislation this 
week. 

f 

b 1015 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the City of Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, recently disgraced itself by re-
ferring to brave marines with slander 
when the city council voted to tell the 
Marine Corps to close its recruiting 
station. As a veteran, as the son-in-law 
of a veteran, and as the father of four 
sons in the military, I know firsthand 
of the education and opportunities pro-
vided by military service while pro-
moting freedom. 

In response to Berkeley, Congress-
man JOHN CAMPBELL has introduced 
legislation that would remove $2 mil-
lion in secret earmarks for the City of 
Berkeley and instead send the money 
to the Marines. While I believe whole-
heartedly in free speech, we owe re-
spect to the very people who are sacri-
ficing so much to defend our freedoms. 
I invite the Berkeley City Council to 
visit Beaufort, South Carolina, home of 
Parris Island, the naval hospital, and 
the Marine Corps Air Station to see 
how our patriotic community supports 
the brave men and women who serve as 
proud marines. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and the United States Marine Corps, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

BUSH BUDGET IS MORE OF THE 
SAME MISSED OPPORTUNITIES 
AND MISPLACED PRIORITIES 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, we are here to talk today about the 
recent unveiling of the President’s 
budget. I think we should give the 
President credit. At least he’s con-
sistent. Like all of his previous budg-
ets, this one does several things. It 
leaves most Americans behind and puts 
this Nation further in debt. 

At a time of a slowing economy and 
Americans increasingly struggling to 
make ends meet, the President focuses 
on $1 trillion in tax breaks to the top 1 
percent of Americans. While the 
wealthiest few continue to prosper 
under the President, the President cuts 
vital energy, education, and health 
care investments. At a time of rising 
energy costs, the President slashes 
low-income energy assistance pro-
grams. At a time of college costs sky-
rocketing, the budget eliminates near-
ly $1 billion in grant programs. At a 
time of rising health care costs, the 

President proposes devastating Medi-
care and Medicaid cuts that would re-
duce affordable access to health care 
for our seniors. 

The one good thing that people know 
is the winds of change have been blow-
ing. This Democratic Congress will re-
store these and put the priorities of 
American people first. 

f 

BUSH BUDGET AND HEALTH CARE 
MISSED OPPORTUNITIES AND 
MISPLACED PRIORITIES 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, at a time 
when more and more Americans are 
struggling to obtain affordable health 
care, the President’s budget drastically 
slashes health care for seniors and low- 
income working Americans. 

Today, 36 million seniors get health 
care coverage through Medicare. The 
President’s budget takes a swipe at 
their pocketbooks by proposing to save 
nearly $6 billion by increasing the 
monthly premiums that seniors pay. 

If the President was concerned about 
seniors, he would instead go after the 
vast overpayments made by Medicare 
to private managed care plans. Instead, 
he has raised premiums on our seniors 
and focused his cuts on our Nation’s 
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, 
and other health care providers. The 
President also cuts Medicaid by $33 bil-
lion over the next 5 years. 

Today, Medicaid serves 55 million 
low-income and disabled Americans. 
Such cuts force cash-strapped States to 
either reduce benefits or cut provider 
payments. 

Mr. Speaker, as our economy con-
tinues to face uncertain times, this is 
the worst time for the President to 
promote drastic cuts in Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

Rest assured, the Democrats would 
not allow these cuts to become law. 
These provisions are as good as dead as 
they come to Capitol Hill. 

f 

DEMOCRATS HAVE WORKED IN BI-
PARTISAN FASHION ON STIM-
ULUS PACKAGE 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
our economy is in trouble, and millions 
of hardworking American families are 
feeling the impact as we speak. Since 
2001, the real income of a typical work-
ing family has fallen by $2,500, and 
workers’ wages have failed to keep up 
with the inflation for the fourth time 
in the past 5 years. 

In December, the unemployment rate 
shot up to a 2-year high of 5 percent 
with over 900,000 more Americans look-
ing for work over the same period last 
year. Stagnant wages are not only forc-
ing families to squeeze more out of 
every dollar, but are also taking a toll 
on our overall economy. Retailers suf-

fered their worst December shopping 
season in 5 years, and consumer con-
fidence fell this month to its lowest 
point on record. 

Last week, the House approved a bi-
partisan economic package that will 
provide urgent relief to 117 million 
Americans. This is a fair economic 
package that gets money to the work-
ers, the people who need it the most; 
and they are most likely to spend it on 
necessities like groceries and gas. 

Economists estimate that each dollar 
of the rebate will lead to $1.26 in eco-
nomic growth. Mr. Speaker, econo-
mists also say we have to act fast. 
That’s exactly what this House did, and 
I hope the Senate joins us. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WANT TO CONTINUE 
MOVING NATION IN A NEW DI-
RECTION 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today the House will address 
one of the most important issues in 
America’s future, that is, the oppor-
tunity to give young people a chance 
for a higher education. H.R. 4137, the 
College Opportunity and Affordability 
Act, does just that. It is interesting, 
however, that the President’s budget 
unfortunately does not recognize that 
opportunity, and it is in the business of 
cutting those opportunities for our 
young people. 

The supplemental education oppor-
tunity grants for needy undergraduates 
is now being cut. So I hope that on the 
floor today we will make a statement 
to support our schools. 

I represent Texas Southern Univer-
sity, a school that has been under seige 
by its Republican State government. A 
school that is historically black re-
ceived moneys from the past adminis-
tration and the desegregation settle-
ments. But yet even today, it is not re-
ceiving the funding that it should re-
ceive from the State of Texas. 

I will be introducing legislation that 
will ensure that historically black col-
leges, Hispanic-serving colleges cannot 
be undermined by State government 
funding when they come under the su-
pervision of the Department of Edu-
cation. Our bill is a good bill. It’s a 
step forward. 

Mr. President, I hope that you will 
recognize that we cannot cut the op-
portunities of young people. 

f 

THE CASE FOR BIPARTISANSHIP 
(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, last 
week this House came together in a bi-
partisan fashion to address the eco-
nomic uncertainty that many of our 
citizens are facing. President Bush 
worked with both Democratic and Re-
publican leaders of the House to de-
velop an economic stimulus package 
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