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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

HONORING AND PRAISING THE 
NAACP ON ITS 99TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 289) 
honoring and praising the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People on the occasion of its 99th 
anniversary. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 289 

Whereas the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
originally known as the National Negro 
Committee, was founded in New York City 
on February 12, 1909, the centennial of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s birth, by a multiracial group 
of activists who answered ‘The Call’ for a na-
tional conference to discuss the civil and po-
litical rights of African-Americans; 

Whereas the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People was founded 
by a distinguished group of leaders in the 
struggle for civil and political liberty, in-
cluding Ida Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois, 
Henry Moscowitz, Mary White Ovington, Os-
wald Garrison Villiard, and William English 
Walling; 

Whereas the NAACP is the oldest and larg-
est civil rights organization in the United 
States; 

Whereas the mission of the NAACP is to 
ensure the political, educational, social, and 
economic equality of rights of all persons 
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial dis-
crimination; 

Whereas the NAACP is committed to 
achieving its goals through nonviolence; 

Whereas the NAACP advances its mission 
through reliance upon the press, the peti-
tion, the ballot, and the courts, and has been 
persistent in the use of legal and moral per-
suasion, even in the face of overt and violent 
racial hostility; 

Whereas the NAACP has used political 
pressure, marches, demonstrations, and ef-
fective lobbying to serve as the voice, as well 
as the shield, for minority Americans; 

Whereas after years of fighting segregation 
in public schools, the NAACP, under the 
leadership of Special Counsel Thurgood Mar-
shall, won one of its greatest legal victories 
in the Supreme Court’s 1954 decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education; 

Whereas in 1955, NAACP member Rosa 
Parks was arrested and fined for refusing to 
give up her seat on a segregated bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—an act of courage that 
would serve as the catalyst for the largest 
grassroots civil rights movement in the his-
tory of the United States; 

Whereas the NAACP was prominent in lob-
bying for the passage of the Civil Rights 
Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964, the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa 
Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights 
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 
2006, and the Fair Housing Act, laws which 
ensured Government protection for legal vic-
tories achieved; 

Whereas in 2005, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
launched the Disaster Relief Fund to help 
survivors in Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, 

Florida, and Alabama to rebuild their lives; 
and 

Whereas in 2007, the NAACP was prominent 
in lobbying for the passage of H. Res. 826, 
‘‘The Noose Intimidation Bill’’, which ex-
presses ‘‘that the hanging of nooses is a hor-
rible act when used for the purpose of intimi-
dation and which under certain cir-
cumstances can be a criminal act that 
should be thoroughly investigated by Fed-
eral law enforcement authorities and that 
any criminal violations should be vigorously 
prosecuted’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the 99th anniversary of the 
historic founding of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People; and 

(2) honors and praises the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple on the occasion of its anniversary for its 
work to ensure the political, educational, so-
cial, and economic equality of all persons. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HODES). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) 
and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
CHABOT) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Today I rise and join my colleague, 

the Honorable AL GREEN of Texas, in 
honoring the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People on 
the occasion of its 99th anniversary. As 
we celebrate Black History Month, it is 
only appropriate that we do so by rec-
ognizing our Nation’s oldest and larg-
est civil rights organization. 

The NAACP was founded on February 
12, 1909, by Ida Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. 
DuBois, Henry Moscowitz, Mary White 
Ovington, Oswald Garrison Villard, and 
William English Walling. 

Since its inception, the NAACP has 
united students, laborers, profes-
sionals, scholars, officials, and others 
of all races to advance its vision of ‘‘a 
society in which all individuals have 
equal rights and there is no racial ha-
tred or racial discrimination.’’ 

Historically, the NAACP is probably 
best known for its role and that of 
Thurgood Marshall in the seminal case 
of Brown v. Board of Education, in 
which the Supreme Court held in 1954 
that ‘‘separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal.’’ Yet we must 
not forget that the NAACP has been at 
the forefront of all efforts to secure 
equality and justice for every Amer-
ican throughout the 20th century and 
now into the 21st century. 

The NAACP spoke out against lynch-
ing, challenged racially biased Su-
preme Court Justice nominees as early 
as 1930, and pursued nondiscrimination 
policies in the military, war-related in-

dustries, and the Federal Government 
during the world wars. 

At the height of the civil rights era, 
the NAACP fought battles on the 
ground, in the courtroom, and in Con-
gress, where it lobbied for passage of 
civil rights legislation like the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

b 1700 

Since then and during our current 
session, NAACP has lobbied for hate 
crimes legislation and other legislation 
that protects minorities, not nec-
essarily based on race, but based on 
discrimination. 

Today, on the shoulders of distin-
guished members and leaders such as 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Coretta 
Scott King, Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers, 
Merlie Evers-Williams, Benjamin 
Hooks, Julian Bond, Jesse Turner, Jr., 
Maxine Vasco Smith, and Kweisi 
Mfume, the NAACP continues to fight 
the good fight. 

Most recently the NAACP is pro-
moting African American graduation 
and college readiness, protecting and 
advancing voting rights, and identi-
fying solutions to the subprime mort-
gage foreclosure crisis. I have the 
privilege of working with the associa-
tion to further those important efforts. 

So in recognizing the NAACP’s past 
and present, I again salute the organi-
zation on its near centennial anniver-
sary. I am confident the NAACP will 
remain an integral part of our Nation’s 
efforts to protect and promote civil 
rights in the future and move society 
forward in a progressive manner on a 
wide array of issues. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. 
Con. Res. 289. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I support and strongly 

urge my colleagues to support House 
Concurrent Resolution 289 which recog-
nizes the 99th anniversary of the 
NAACP. For almost a century, the 
NAACP has fought to bring justice and 
racial equality to this Nation. It is ap-
propriate that we review that history. 

In 1917, the NAACP won a major legal 
victory in the Supreme Court which 
held that States could no longer re-
strict and officially segregate African 
Americans into particular residential 
districts. The same year, the NAACP 
fought for the right of black Americans 
to be commissioned as military officers 
during World War I. 

In 1920, the NAACP held its annual 
conference in Atlanta, Georgia, which 
at the time was one of the most active 
areas for the Ku Klux Klan. As a result, 
the NAACP showed the world it would 
not be intimidated by racial violence. 

In 1935, NAACP lawyers Charles 
Houston and Thurgood Marshall won a 
major legal battle to admit students to 
the University of Maryland. 

During World War II, the NAACP led 
the effort that resulted in President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s ordering a 
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