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Washington’s experience and wisdom 

may serve us well as the true litmus 
test to apply to our prospective 44th 
President. Mr. President, I close with a 
poem by the author of The Life of 
Abraham Lincoln, Josiah Gilbert Hol-
land (1819–1881) called ‘‘God, Give Us 
Men!’’ Penned before women had won 
the right to vote, it nonetheless reso-
nates today and applies to anyone, man 
or woman, who would lead our Nation. 

GOD, GIVE US MEN! 

God, give us men! A time like this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and 

ready hands; 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office can not buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor; men who will not lie; 

Men who can stand before a demagogue 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without 

winking! 
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the 

fog 
In public duty, and in private thinking; 

For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn 
creeds, 

Their large professions and their little deeds, 
Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps, 
Wrong rules the land and waiting Justice 

sleeps. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SANDERS). The Senator from Florida. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I never cease to be amazed at our 
senior colleague, Senator BYRD of West 
Virginia, for the great oratorical skills 
he has, the vast memory store he car-
ries, of which we have just had an ex-
ample that from memory he can recite 
poems and he can recite historical 
dates. He is such an inspiration to the 
rest of the Senators, and he is, indeed, 
the pillar upon which this Senate rests. 
Once again, we have been treated to 
the oratory of the great Senator from 
the State of West Virginia. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, will the 
Senator yield? 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I am happy 
to yield to the distinguished Senator. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I deeply 
thank the able and distinguished Sen-
ator from the State of Florida in which 
I once lived. I thank him. I cherish his 
friendship. May he ever be one for 
whom the motto ‘‘E pluribus unum’’ 
will dwell in his heart. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, that is about the best admonition 
this Senator could have. E pluribus 
unum—out of many, one. I am grateful 
to the Senator from West Virginia for 
reminding not only me but the whole 
Senate of that duty, that responsi-
bility, that obligation we all have. 

f 

FARC HOSTAGE TAKING 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, it has been 5 years since four 
Americans disappeared in the jungles 
of Colombia while helping that coun-
try’s Government fight its war against 
narcoterrorism. Five years ago yester-
day, a single-engine plane carrying 
these Americans lost engine power and 
crashed into the jungle. One of those 
Americans and a Colombian colleague 

were brutally executed by the terrorist 
group the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia, commonly known as 
FARC. The remaining three—Keith 
Stansell, Thomas Howes, and 
Goncalves—were taken hostage by the 
FARC and have since languished in the 
Colombian jungle prison, where they 
are held despite repeated appeals for 
their freedom. 

Fortunately, we think, through re-
cent news crews, that those Americans 
are still alive. They are being held 
somewhere in an undisclosed location 
in the jungle along with untold num-
bers of other hostages. These men were 
involved in our decades-long struggle 
against drugs that are polluting our 
children’s minds and the lawlessness in 
Colombia. Their sacrifice and those of 
their families—and most of those fami-
lies live in Florida—is all too real. We 
can’t forget them. That is why I am 
making these remarks after this 5- 
long-years’ anniversary that occurred 
yesterday. 

Last year, I introduced a resolution 
condemning the FARC for its use of 
hostage taking and drug cultivation to 
visit terror upon peaceful people. Our 
colleagues passed that resolution, 
which also called for the immediate re-
lease of all those FARC hostages, in-
cluding the Americans I have men-
tioned. 

I am here today, after 5 long years of 
these Americans’ captivity, to again 
remind our colleagues of the plight of 
these men and their families and to ask 
for their support in doing everything 
possible, as we continue to try to se-
cure their freedom. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 

appreciate my colleague from Florida 
raising the issue of people whom we 
hope to get out alive and also appre-
ciate the poetry of my colleague from 
West Virginia. I, too, am amazed and 
quite a bit envious that he has so many 
poems memorized and he can deliver 
them so well. It is a lost art, more of 
his generation than mine, but maybe it 
will come back in the next. 

f 

CRISIS IN CONGO 
Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 

rise to raise the awareness of my col-
leagues to an issue. I will be putting in 
a bill on it and hope to attract their at-
tention. 

I have worked on Africa for some pe-
riod of time. A humanitarian crisis of 
incredible proportions is taking place 
in many places in Africa. We need to do 
more, and a lot more people are doing 
more. 

I think we are at a moment where Af-
rica is becoming a focus in both Europe 
and the United States, left and right; 
for economic reasons, the Chinese are 
going in very aggressively; for militant 
Islamic reasons, people are coming in 
trying to penetrate into the continent. 

One of the first things we need to do 
to be able to grow the continent and 

allow people there to develop some sort 
of standard of living, some sort of qual-
ity of life and to be able to live, is to 
get the conflict out. One of the key 
things we need to go at in reducing the 
conflict is getting the money out of the 
conflict. We have had some success 
about this in the past. 

A decade ago, people were talking 
about blood diamonds in Western Afri-
ca and getting those out of the traf-
ficked portion, out of the commodity 
business, and getting them into legiti-
mate means of commerce. Out of that, 
we reduced the money into the con-
flict, and, as a result, had a substantial 
impact on the conflict and reducing the 
conflict in Western Africa. 

I wish to show a picture to my col-
leagues, many of whom I think prob-
ably are not aware of what it is. This is 
coltan. It is a booming commodity that 
is in this item. I realize, and I hope my 
colleagues, particularly the Senator 
from West Virginia, will allow me to 
show this, what should not be on the 
Senate floor, but to show this for pur-
poses of demonstration of what this is 
doing and why it is important. 

This is a BlackBerry. Cell phones 
used to get hot when people would use 
them for a period of time. They tried to 
figure out what can we do to try to 
cool them down. They found a sub-
stance called coltan that they were 
able to transition into tantalum. It 
now carries the current in this elec-
tronic equipment. It doesn’t get hot. 
Eighty percent of Africa’s coltan comes 
out of Congo. Eighty percent of the 
world’s coltan comes out of Africa, and 
most of this comes out of a conflict re-
gion in Eastern Congo. 

I believe most of this is funding a 
good portion of the conflict in Eastern 
Congo, where 1,500 people a day are 
dying because they cannot get access 
to medical care, they cannot get access 
to water, they cannot get access to 
food—because of the conflict. And the 
conflict is funded by this stuff: It is 
funded by coltan. 

There is a long history of what has 
been taking place in Congo. Many peo-
ple remember reading such books as 
‘‘The Heart of Darkness’’ and ‘‘King 
Leopold’s Ghost’’ and about the raiding 
that has taken place in Congo for a 
century. Unfortunately, we are in the 
latest chapter of that conflict. 

In Joseph Conrad’s ‘‘Heart of Dark-
ness,’’ Conrad describes King Leopold’s 
colonial project of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, then known as Congo 
Free State, as ‘‘the vilest scramble for 
loot that ever disfigured the history of 
human conscience.’’ Solely for the pur-
pose of extracting a very precious man-
ufacturing resource of the day—and 
that resource was rubber—King 
Leopold seized Congo and exploited the 
local population by turning it into a 
slave colony. During his 24-year tyr-
anny of Congo Free State, 13 million 
Congolese died. Leopold’s legacy lives 
on in the coltan mining processes of 
today. 

That is chapter one. 
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