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And so what was the result? The re-

sult was this: Gas prices doubled; home 
heating oil prices tripled; oil company 
profits quadrupled, but the average 
American was now faced with an addi-
tional $1,500 in gas prices. And at the 
same time as oil company profits went 
up and as pocketbooks got lower and 
lower, the wallets of the American peo-
ple lost more and more value, we actu-
ally increased our dependence on for-
eign oil. This year we are actually im-
porting 1.6 million barrels of oil a day 
more than we were before the energy 
policy that the prior Congress passed 
and that the President signed. 
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So we’re actually more dependent on 
foreign oil, and the American people 
are less well off. Oil companies did 
very, very well. But we did nothing to 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil, 
and the American people lost $1,500 in 
the process. 

Well, we’re going to change that. We 
have the opportunity to change that 
this week. We’re going to pass, I hope 
on a bipartisan basis, a new approach, 
a new strategy, a fundamental change 
in energy policy. And we’re going to re-
direct those subsidies from oil compa-
nies to the pocketbooks of the Amer-
ican people. We’re going to create as 
many as 3 million jobs in renewable 
technologies. We’re going to invest 
those subsidies in the creation of new 
green jobs in solar and hydrogen and 
wind and geothermal. We’re going to 
create those new jobs and regain our 
manufacturing capacity and capabili-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker, it troubles me that here 
we are, the country that defeated the 
most monumental threat of the 20th 
century in Nazi Germany and Japan, 
and we’re now behind Germany and 
Japan in solar technologies. Of the top 
10 wind companies on Earth, only one 
is American. Iceland, Denmark, now 
making great strides in geothermal 
and wind. We’re not. Seven out of every 
10 cars in Brazil are fuel flexible. We’re 
not. 

We can regain our capacities. We can 
regain our skills, we can regain our 
competitive edge in the world. We can 
regain our manufacturing strength in 
the world by leapfrogging ahead of 
them in renewable technologies. To do 
that, we’ve got to make investments in 
the American people, not the bottom 
line profits of oil companies. 

When we gave those oil companies 
the opportunity to make those invest-
ments in the American people, what 
did they do? They made those invest-
ments in the oil companies’ CEOs. One 
cashed out with about $60 million. 

We believe that it’s time to make 
those investments in the American 
people, in American jobs, in renewable 
energy. And by doing so, we can reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil. 

We have created a paradigm, Mr. 
Speaker, where, with a $9 trillion debt, 
we are borrowing money from China to 
fund our defense budgets to buy oil 

from the Persian Gulf to fuel our mili-
tary to protect us from China and the 
Persian Gulf. It makes no sense. 

This week, we have the opportunity 
to take a giant leap for common sense: 
reinvest in the American people, rein-
vest in American jobs, reinvest in our 
defense, reinvest in our competitive 
edge, reinvest in our human capital, re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil. 
And that’s precisely what we will do by 
passing this bill. 
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VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I want to talk 
about one of the novel concepts that 
Congress has come up with over the 
years. It goes back to the Reagan ad-
ministration and a bipartisan bill 
signed by President Reagan, the VOCA 
Act was established. It is called the 
Victims of Crime Act. It’s a novel idea 
in that convicted felons in Federal 
court who are assessed fees and fines 
must pay those fees and fines into a 
fund. That fund then is saved and re-
served for victims of crime for restitu-
tion. It also establishes and takes care 
of domestic violence shelters where 
spouses can hide away from those abus-
ers. It establishes rape crisis coalition 
centers. It promotes and sends money 
to the victim advocates throughout the 
United States who go to court with vic-
tims of crime, especially in violent 
crime. It does many good things. And 
over the years, because our Federal 
judges have continued to fine and as-
sess greater penalties to criminals, 
that VOCA fund, as of today, is $1.7 bil-
lion, money contributed by criminals 
that goes to crime victims. What a 
wonderful idea. And let me make it 
clear, this is not taxpayer money. Tax-
payers didn’t fund this. Criminals did. 
Criminals paying the rent on the court-
house, paying for the system that they 
have created. 

So what is the problem? The problem 
is, Mr. Speaker, that that fund, every 
year, that’s administered by the Fed-
eral Government continues to be 
robbed by other bureaucrats and con-
tinues to be less money that’s available 
for crime victims. This year we have 
$1.7 billion in the fund. Last year $635 
million of that was used for crime vic-
tims, but this year the fund is being 
cut by the bureaucrats to $590 million. 
That’s not a lot of money, but it means 
that victims shelters throughout the 
country will be closed, that these rape 
crisis coalition centers will be closed 
because they’re barely keeping the 
lights on. 

So why is that happening, Mr. Speak-
er? I do not know. 

I do know that the Justice Depart-
ment now is going to charge a sur-
charge on the victims fund of 5.5 per-
cent to administer the fund. They are 
doing so without the approval of Con-
gress. They have no right to take $30 

million to pay for their own bureauc-
racy. That’s not authorized by Con-
gress. 

We also know that the administra-
tion wants to take part of that money 
and apply it to other programs out 
there. 

Once again, this is not taxpayer 
money. It’s money that belongs to vic-
tims. And the Federal Government 
and, specifically, the Justice Depart-
ment and the Federal bureaucrats need 
to keep their hands off that money, be-
cause it’s not their money. It belongs 
to victims of crime. 

Mr. Speaker, victims of crime do not 
have a lobbyist up here in Washington, 
DC, a high-dollar lobbyist advocating 
on their behalf. They expect us, Mem-
bers of Congress, to be their lobbyist, 
and it’s important that we do not let 
the bureaucrats, the robber barons 
take money out of that VOCA fund and 
apply it to other programs. 

Find that money somewhere else. 
This money belongs to crime victims. 
It should not be robbed by the bureau-
crats. It should be left alone. And, if 
anything, we ought to raise how much 
money we take out of that fund for vic-
tims of crime. 

It’s $1.7 billion this year. Next year 
it’s going to be $1.9 billion criminals 
contribute to that fund. And yet our 
government continues to let less and 
less money be applied to victims. We 
have more crime victims in this coun-
try than we did last year, and we need 
victims assistance. 

The Victims of Crime Act is a good 
idea. Let’s leave it alone and quit rob-
bing it to pay for other Federal pro-
grams. And if the Federal Government 
needs money to pay for these other 
programs, take money out of foreign 
aid or something. But leave victims 
alone. 

Victims are a unique breed of people 
in our country, Mr. Speaker, and it’s 
our responsibility to take care of them 
and make sure that they get the com-
pensation they need, paid for by crimi-
nals who commit crimes against them. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGE-
MENT ADMINISTRATION HAS 
FAILED DISPLACED GULF COAST 
RESIDENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers, I rise today to share with this 
body the unbelievable circumstances 
surrounding the victims of Hurricanes 
Rita and Katrina. 
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