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At the same time Mr. Welsch was preparing 

to take over the responsibilities of County 
Clerk, his wife began attending Alpena Com-
munity College, where she received her asso-
ciate’s degree in 1990. She then went on to 
Saginaw Valley State College, and in Decem-
ber 1991 she graduated suma cum laude with 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting. As Debra 
was furthering her education, Mike worked 
nights as the janitor of Emanuel Lutheran 
School, while also taking care of the kids, 
cooking, cleaning and doing laundry. 

Mr. Welsch has received recognition for his 
professional accomplishments over the years. 
In 1997 the Northeast Sunrise Chapter of the 
American Business Women named him Busi-
ness Associate for the Year and in 2001 the 
Michigan Association of County Clerks se-
lected him Clerk of the Year. 

Serving from 1998–1999, Mr. Welsch was 
the longest serving president of the Michigan 
Association of County Clerks. He served from 
2005–2007 as the president of the United 
County Officers Association of Michigan. He is 
a past chairman of the Statewide Pool board 
of directors, an arm of the Michigan Municipal 
Risk Management Authority, an organization 
for which he currently serves as secretary. He 
also serves on the board of directors for Au-
Sable Valley Community Health. 

Michael Welsch’s service to his community, 
State and country goes beyond elected office, 
professional accomplishments and time served 
in the Armed Forces. He has served as chair-
man of trustees, school board chairman and 
treasurer at Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Tawas City, Michigan. He has been a coach, 
referee and referee assessor for the Tawas 
Area Soccer Association. He has been a 
member of the Tawas Area Kiwanis Club 
since 1989, of which he served as president 
from 1994 to 1995 and was awarded a 
George F. Hixon Fellowship by the club, one 
of the highest honors the organization 
bestows. 

He has worked as a pyrotechnician for the 
Tawas Area Fourth of July fireworks for 15 
years and was grand marshal in the 2001 
Fourth of July parade. He has served as the 
secretary of the Men’s Major Bowling League 
for 10 years and was Perchville King in 1998. 

Madam Speaker, all of us struggle to bal-
ance our professional lives with involvement in 
our local communities. As a public servant and 
community leader, Michael Welsch exemplifies 
that balance. I regret that I cannot personally 
attend his retirement party on March 1 in East 
Tawas, Michigan. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
saluting Mr. Michael Welsch for his years of 
dedication to his community and in congratu-
lating him on a well deserved retirement. 
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HONORING CONGRESSMAN TOM 
LANTOS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I extend my deepest regrets for the 

passing of Congressman Tom Lantos. His 
death is an enormous loss to Congress and 
our Nation. I always deeply admired his un-
wavering commitment to human rights. In this 
area, he believed our Nation could reach a 
higher standard, and we are all better off be-
cause of it. 

Madam Speaker, I first met Congressman 
Lantos when I was an aide in California’s 19th 
Assembly District. I had a high regard for him 
then and am honored that I was able to serve 
with him in Congress. My sincerest condo-
lences go to his wife Annette, his two daugh-
ters, Annette and Katrina, his 17 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 47TH 
ANNIVERSATY OF THE PEACE 
CORPS 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate National Peace Corps Week, Feb-
ruary 25–March 3, and recognize the 47 years 
of compassion, hard work, and dedication of 
our Nation’s Peace Corps volunteers. 

Following a passionate call to service by 
President John F. Kennedy, more than 
190,000 Americans have volunteered their 
time, labor, and personal expertise to the aid 
of 139 developing nations. 

Today, more than 8,000 Peace Corp volun-
teers serve in 68 posts in 74 countries. Rang-
ing from positions in agriculture, business de-
velopment, information technology, education, 
health and HIV/AIDS, youth, and to the envi-
ronment, volunteers promote global progress 
while building lifelong friendships in their host 
countries. 

I would like to thank the following Peace 
Corps volunteers from my own district for sac-
rificing their time in the promotion of our Na-
tion’s values: Kristel Balbarino, serving Nica-
ragua; Kevin Kalhoefer, serving in Cambodia; 
Elyse Petersen, serving in Niger; Kevin 
Schmitz, serving in the Dominican Republic; 
Theodore Yams, serving in Guatemala; and 
Lisa Wasilewski, serving in Namibia. I also 
want to recognize and thank the many Peace 
Corps alumni who reside in Hawaii. I have 
many friends who are former Peace Corps 
members. To a person, each has told me that 
their time of service had a major impact on 
their lives. 

Aloha and mahalo for answering the call for 
peace in all nations of the world. 
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IN MEMORY OF EUNICE 
PETTIGREW 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of my dear friend Eunice 
Pettigrew of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, who passed 
away February 8, 2008, at the age of 92. 

Eunice Pettigrew was a beacon of light and 
an inspiration to all of those who knew her 
and were blessed to call her friend. As some-
one who was determined to make the most 
out of life, Eunice chose to make her focus 
one of selfless service, and throughout her life 
she never stopped giving back to her family 
and her community. She was well known in 
Jefferson County for teaching cosmetology at 
what is now the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff, and for owning her beauty shop which 
led her to become only the second African- 
American inspector of cosmetology in the 
State of Arkansas. 

While her motherly spirit and knack for 
teaching was apparent in Eunice’s daily work, 
it was also representative of her selfless na-
ture in life. She took great joy in helping oth-
ers and worked tirelessly to create a strong 
sense of community in Pine Bluff. She took 
great pride in serving as PTA president of her 
children’s schools for over 10 years, working 
tirelessly to ensure the best education for 
every student. She was also a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., and was 
named to Who’s Who in the Southwest by the 
nationally recognized Who’s Who in America 
publication. 

Eunice was passionate about studying her 
family’s genealogy, which she successfully 
traced back for centuries. It is because of her 
research and work in this field that I have my 
most cherished memory of Eunice, dating 
back 6 years ago. Due to Eunice’s work, I had 
the distinct privilege to read a manuscript into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the House of 
Representatives based on her grandfather, 
Isaac Johnson, and his service to our country 
as a Buffalo Soldier, and I will forever be 
grateful for that opportunity to commemorate 
in history her proud family heritage. 

I send my deepest condolences to her chil-
dren, Carol Thomas of Chicago, Illinois; 
Alonzo Pettigrew, Jr., of Pine Bluff; Paula Pat-
terson of Little Rock; George Pettigrew of 
Kansas City, Missouri; Robert Pettigrew of 
Kansas City, Missouri; and her 17 grand-
children and 16 great-grandchildren as well as 
three generations of nieces and nephews. Eu-
nice Pettigrew will be greatly missed in Pine 
Bluff, Jefferson County, and throughout the 
State of Arkansas. I will continue to keep her 
family in my thoughts and prayers, and I am 
honored to speak to her wonderful life as a 
dear friend. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBIN HAYES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to participate in the following votes. If I had 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 
February 14, 2008: rollcall vote 60, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’; rollcall vote 61, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; rollcall vote 62, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’; rollcall vote 63, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; rollcall vote 64, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; rollcall vote 65, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; rollcall vote 66, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; rollcall vote 67, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’; and rollcall vote 68, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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