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and it has costs. If it weren’t for the
courage and self-determination of our
country’s founders, we would still be a
colony of Great Britain.

But the United States has been in-
consistent on the right of self-deter-
mination. For example, in the 1860s,
the United States rejected this self-de-
termination here at home. More than
650,000 Americans were Kkilled during
the War Between the States when the
South claimed the right of self-deter-
mination and the North went to war to
prevent it and to prevent southern
independence.

Independence is a serious and volatile
matter. Thomas Jefferson said, ‘“What
country can preserve its liberties, if its
rulers are not warned from time to
time that the people preserve the spirit
of resistance? Let them take up arms.”
These are strong words from the author
of the Declaration of Independence.

Is this statement U.S. policy? It may
very well be the case that the United
States’ position in Kosovo will encour-
age more turmoil throughout the
world. What will the United States do
then? Is the United States going to
choose to either fully support or fully
oppose the right to self-determination
for other peoples? Or is the United
States going to continue down its path
of inconsistent foreign policy on self-
determination?

People with aspirations of independ-
ence all over the world are watching
the United States and trying to inter-
pret what our foreign policy is. They
need to know what our position is on
independence, and the American public
needs to know where we stand on inde-
pendence for other peoples.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

KOSOVA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
because I listened intently to the re-
marks just made by my friend from
Texas, and I want to say that as some-
one who has supported the independ-
ence of Kosova for the past 20 years, I
couldn’t disagree more.

I am proud of the United States for
supporting and encouraging the inde-
pendence of Kosova. I am proud of the
Bush administration for doing the
right thing in Kosova. I am proud of
the United States standing on the side
of freedom and self-determination and
independence, and I am proud that the
United States understands that the
people of Kosova are entitled to the
same Kinds of freedoms that we had for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ourselves in our own revolution more
than 200 years ago.

No, I don’t think that every inde-
pendence or separatist movement in
the world is entitled to declare inde-
pendence, but I think that we need to
look at everything in terms of its con-
text.

The former Yugoslavia broke up.
There were several components of the
former Yugoslavia. We now have sev-
eral independent countries of Mac-
edonia and Croatia and Slovenia and
many others, Montenegro, and Kosova,
also, as part of the former Yugoslavia
is entitled to that same kind of inde-
pendence and self-determination.

We remember where the former lead-
er of Serbia, Slobodan Milosevic, had
set out to ethnically cleanse his coun-
try of Albanians, to commit genocide
against the Albanians in Kosova to
drive them out, to indeed burn prac-
tically every Albanian home in Kosova
when they were driven out. It was only
because of the courage at that time of
President Clinton and the TUnited
States where we helped and bombed
and prevented genocide that that was

prevented.
So I think the situation in the
former Yugoslavia, in Kosova, is

unique. I think that Serbia relin-
quished any kind of claim to Kosova by
the way their former leader Milosevic
persecuted and committed genocide
against the Albanian population.

Self-determination for the people of
Kosova is the right thing to do. The
United States and the European Union
have stood strong in supporting Kosova
independence. Kosova, indeed, will be a
strong ally of the West, of the United
States, of the European Union.

The people of Kosova love the United
States. They trust us. They care about
us. They know we are there for them. I
want to tell you, as someone who has
been so involved with this issue for the
past 20 years, there are no better
friends that we have across the world,
the United States has, than the people
of Kosova.

So I am very, very proud that that is
a new nation. I am very proud that the
United States has recognized them. I,
indeed, would urge all freedom-loving
countries of the world to recognize the
people of Kosova.

We in this wonderful democracy are
so blessed and so fortunate to live in
the United States, and we have prin-
ciples for which we stand, and those
are the same principles that the people
of Kosova are standing for and looking
at us to follow exactly what we have
done in terms of democracy. I hope to
go to Kosova in the very, very near fu-
ture to celebrate with the people there.

I want to say one other thing. Kosova
will be a multiethnic state, and that
means that minority rights have to be
protected in Kosova. There are some
who are concerned about Serbian Or-
thodox churches and that minority
rights, including Serbs, need to be pro-
tected. I agree. Those churches need to
be protected. Minority rights need to
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be protected. I am confident that the
leaders of Kosova will protect those
churches, will protect those rights, will
protect the rights of all Kosovars,
whether they be Albanian, Serb or oth-
ers, and the people understand that. I
know the people of Kosova, and I know
they understand that.

I just want to very, very strongly
state that I am proud to be a friend of
the people of Kosova. This Congress
has been a friend of the people of
Kosova. Our government has been a
friend of the people of Kosova, and I
think we as Americans can hold our
heads up high and say that the ideals
for which our revolution was fought
more than 200 years ago are the same
ideals of the revolution for the new
independence and new nation of
Kosova.

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I stand once again before this
body with yet another Sunset Memo-
rial. It is February 27, 2008, in the land
of the free and the home of the brave,
and before the sun sets today in Amer-
ica, almost 4,000 more defenseless un-
born children will have been killed by
abortion on demand, just today. That
is more than the number of innocent
American lives lost on September 11,
only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,819 days
since the travesty called Roe v. Wade
was handed down. Since then, the very
foundation of this Nation has been
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of its own children.

Some of them cried and screamed as
they died, but because it was amniotic
fluid passing over their vocal cords in-
stead of air, we couldn’t hear them. All
of them had at least four things in
common: They were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to
anyone. Each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death. And each of their
mothers, whether she realizes it imme-
diately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts these children might
have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Yet even in the full glare of such
tragedy, this generation clings to a
blind, invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date,
those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to
remind ourselves again of why we are
really all here. Thomas Jefferson said,
“The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief
and only object of good government.”

The 14th amendment capsulizes our
entire Constitution. It says, ‘‘No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty
or property without due process of
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